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THEIR PRODUCTS

Urban Hardwoods:

Building a busmess on Wbcm wood

Tucked under the First Avenue Street
bridge in south Seattle, along a quiet
stretch of the Duwamish River, is the no-
frills woodworking shop of Jim Newsom.

Newsom, owner of Urban Hardwoods,
builds high-end residential furniture and
custom cabinets using trees cut down by
Puget Sound area tree service companies,
utility crews and building contractors. He
mills the wood at his own facility, trans-
forming about 90 percent of it into fine
furniture and selling the rest to wood
hobbyists and other furniture makers.

Encouraging new markets for urban
wood waste is a priority for King County.
“A lot of urban trees that are cut down
are chopped for firewood, chipped for
landscape mulch or disposed of in land-
fills,” explains Erv Sandlin, LinkUp pro-
gram manager. “Jim Newsom, on the
other hand, recycles urban wood into

quality products with high resale value.”

Harvesting urban trees

Newsom has always been interested in
giving new life to old wood. Early in his
career, he collected driftwood from area
beaches, turning the found wood into fur-
niture and decorative items. Seven years
ago, he launched JN Woodworking, and
in 1999, he added a sawmill to his opera-
tion. Urban Hardwoods, begun last year,
focuses on providing urban-sourced wood
for his own furniture projects and for
sale to other woodworkers.

According to Newsom, urban wood prom-
ises a bountiful supply. “In the past six
months, the amount of urban wood I have
on hand has grown tenfold,” he says.

Much of this increase is due to a recent
deal with the Seattle Housing Authority.
“A new development at Rainier Vista sat

on 30 acres,” says Newsom. “Jeffrey

Jim Newsom, Urban Hardwoods, reclaims
urban trees, transforming them into custom
Sfurniture and other hardwood products.

Saeger, construction project manager,
read about me in the newspaper and real-
ized that reclaiming those trees would be
a good opportunity for both of us.” That
relationship netted him about 30 maples,
oaks and other hardwoods.

Newsom is now in line for trees on a 130-
acre housing project site in West Seattle.

A growing concern

To keep up with his expanding business,
Newsom has added one employee and
purchased a kiln to dry wood on site. He
has also launched a website for his busi-
ness (www.urbanhardwoods.com).

As a LinkUp partner, Urban Hardwoods
is receiving both promotional and techni-
cal assistance. A media campaign result-
ed in several feature stories in local
newspapers and national trade publica-
tions. The team also provided graphic de-
sign services.




FAST FACTS
Seattle aims for 60% recycling

Seattle is hoping to boost its current 38
percent recycling rate to 60 percent. The
proposed plan includes a food waste col-
lection program for businesses, curbside
recycling for more businesses and a ban
on paper in garbage. Pending approval,
programs will be phased in between 2004
and 2006.

Future Recycling Goals for City of Seattle
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SPOTLIGHT ON KING COUNTY

Manufacturer of recycled
ceramic tile is latest partner
Quarry Tile Company, Spokane, Wash., is
the newest LinkUp partner. The company
manufactures Eco-Tile, made of approxi-
mately 70 percent recycled materials—
recycled glass, recycled grinding paste
from the computer industry and recycled
soil/rock waste from the sand and gravel
industry. The company uses mixed-color
glass cullet from TriVitro Corporation, al-
so a LinkUp partner. (See related story,
below.) Glass cullet has been designated a
priority material for market development
by King County’s Solid Waste Division.

The LinkUp team will help Quarry Tile
find new markets for its Eco-Tile line.
Team members may also provide market-
ing support and materials testing.

TriVitro: A Green Globe winner
TriVitro Corporation, Kent, Wash., re-
ceived a 2003 Green Globe Award in
April as a Leader in Market Development
for Recyclable Materials. TriVitro con-
verts low-value scrap glass from the King
County recycling program into a variety
of useful products, such as industrial

blasting abrasives, crushed glass filtra-
tion, colored glass aggregate for flooring
and tumbled glass for home, garden and
craft markets. The Green Globe Awards,
sponsored by King County’s Department
of Natural Resources and Parks, recognize
companies and individuals whose activities
foster environmental stewardship by pro-
tecting the environment, managing natural
resources and benefiting the community.

Tech grant to Y. K. Products

In December, Y.K. Products received a
grant from Washington Technology Cen-
ter to test the performance and environ-
mental impact of U.S. Cold Patch, a dry,
odorless compound containing up to 70
percent recycled asphalt used for patch-
ing potholes and other road-surface re-
pairs. LinkUp is also supporting the
study in part by offering financial assis-
tance and by designating sites where en-
gineers from Washington State Universi-
ty can field-test this innovative product.
In the past two years, the number of
companies, municipalities and state agen-
cies using U.S. Cold Patch has more
than doubled.
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