King County Green Schools Program

Transportation 
Best Practices Guide for Schools
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Use this guide to 

· assess, plan, and initiate or improve sustainable transportation practices. 

· learn about and help plan actions your school can take to improve sustainable transportation practices.  
Assistance: Ask for help from the King County Green Schools Program. For participating schools, the program provides assistance and guidance to help improve conservation practices. 
Resources: Transportation Resources on our program website.
Recognition: If your school is working on Level Four, see Level Four Sustaining Green School for the steps to recognition. One requirement for Level Four recognition is to complete an additional action or educational strategy each year – and to fulfill that requirement, your school may select any action from this guide.   

Best practices are divided into 

· Transportation assessments, policies, and training 
· Transportation alternatives


Students and classrooms
Get involved and take action to help your school and community make sustainable transportation choices. See action ideas in this guide.    


Climate change connections
Using alternative modes of transportation -- such as yellow school bus service, public transportation, carpools, walking, or biking -- reduces greenhouse gas emissions. 
Resources: King County’s Climate Change Infographic, 
EPA’s Guide to Climate Change: Travel Green, and NASA’s Climate Kids: How to help. 
A. Transportation assessments, policies, and training
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	1. Annually measure the number of students and staff that commute to or from school by 

using alternative modes of transportation such as yellow school bus service, public 
transportation, carpools, walking, and biking. Share results with the school community and            encourage alternative forms of transportation. 



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2. Survey students and parents to identify what transportation modes are most used, motivations for those choices, and any barriers to alternative modes of transportation (e.g., children are driven to school by parents instead of walking because there are no sidewalks around the school). Share the survey results – and recommend sustainable alternatives. 
3. Initiate, promote, and enforce a no-idling policy for school buses and cars at pick-up and drop-off times, or ask your school district to establish a policy. The policy should require delivery drivers to shut off their engines while unloading. Resource: See King County’s Transportation Resources for anti-idling campaign resources.

· Consider measuring the results of the no-idling policy by tracking idling time before and after announcing the policy or by conducting before and after surveys. Share results with staff, students, parents, and the school board.   



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4. Initiate, promote, and enforce a policy that field trips will use public transportation whenever practical.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5. Initiate a policy or preferred practice to prioritize low pollution transportation options such as hybrid buses.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	6. Include energy-efficient driving techniques in student and bus driver training courses.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	7. Include transportation safety training (seat belts, bike helmets, pedestrian safety) in 

curriculum.  Resources: King County Pedestrian Safety, King County Bike Safety 



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	8. Other: A transportation assessment, policy, or training that your school completed.


B. Transportation alternatives

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	1. Research public transportation options to and from the school, and share this    information with parents and staff, and, for secondary schools, also with students. 



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2. Recommend to parents the use of yellow school bus service and, for secondary school students, promote the use of public transportation, walking, biking, and other modes of alternative transportation.   
3. Promote your school’s “School Walk Route Plan.” (Washington state school districts must have such a plan for every elementary school.) Conduct a walking audit to assess the walk-ability of the “School Walk Route Plan” and share the results with your school community.  
4. Establish a “Walking School Bus” program. Resources: Feet First, International Walk to School Website, Walking School Bus Program


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5. Plan a Safe Routes to School project and apply for a grant to fund it. Visit www.saferoutesinfo.org

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	6. Start a volunteer crossing guard program.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	7. During International Walk to School Month in October, hold an event or activity to promote walking to school. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	8. Hold an event or activity during Bicycle Month in May, which coincides with Clean Air and Asthma Awareness Month.  (Example of an event: Bicycle safety workshop that includes helmet fitting, and information about how to ride safely and how to use bike racks on buses.)  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	9. Provide covered bicycle racks and other accommodations in order to promote bicycling and walking to school/work.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	10. Provide preferential parking for high-occupancy and fuel-efficient vehicles.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	11. Encourage school staff to carpool to and from school.   



	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	12. Offer subsidies to school staff for public transit fares and carpools.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	13. Help connect families and staff that want to carpool to or from school.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	14. Other: A transportation alternative that your school encouraged or provided.
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