
Green Schools Best Practices 
Workshop

May 21, 2009

Session:  Beyond WRR
• Levels 2 and 3 of the 

King County Green Schools Program 
– Dale Alekel

• Energy Conservation in Schools 
– Sheryl Anayas (Puget Sound Energy)



Beyond level 1 (WRR)

1. Overview of King County 
Green Schools Program 

2. How to maintain Level 1 
achievements

3. Overview of criteria and 
conservation categories in 
levels 2 and 3 
…with examples of school 
activities and successes



King County Green Schools Program

Program mission

Provide schools with tools and 
support 

• Expand conservation 
practices

• Operate environmentally 
efficient facilities

• Involve the whole school 
community 



Program Overview

Step 1: 
Form a Green 
Schools team

Step 2: 
Fill out application
- Schools
- School districts

Step 3:
Improve conservation 

practices, with 
assistance from 
program



Program Overview

Step 4: 
Participants receive 

recognition
• Web site 
• Banner
• Certificates
• Award events
• School board 
• Press release



T hree Program Levels 

Level one:  
Waste Reduction and Recycling

• Assess and monitor

• Reduce waste

• Recycle

• Reduce hazardous 
materials



T hree Program Levels

Level two
Energy conservation
…Plus one additional category -

• Environmental education
• Environmental purchasing
• Green building
• Hazardous materials management 
• Litter reduction
• Transportation choices

Level three
Water conservation
…Plus one category from the list above



How to maintain level one
• Keep your Green Schools team 

alive and active!

• Involve the whole school

• Continue education/ promotion

• Use criteria to regularly assess 
practices and to stay on track

• Ask the KC Green Schools 
Program for help!

• Promote successes!  
…and recognize the heroes! 



Overview of cr iter ia

• Experts in each field helped compile criteria

• School and district staff provided feedback 

• Most important practices are required
-- “Complete all of the following required actions”

• Can select other practices from a longer list
-- “Complete at least two of the following 
recommended actions” 

• Different criteria for schools and districts



Criter ia :  It’ s easy!

• Doubles as an assessment tool

• For schools – your district already may have 
completed some of the “School Criteria” practices

• Overlapping criteria between categories

• Assistance is available

• Eligible to receive assistance even if school/district 
does not complete criteria

• Your Green Schools team is in place! … and so are 
promotional methods!



11

Environmental Education
Criteria - required
• Meet state requirements
• Create a plan

Education: Select from 
options such as…

• Use free KC programs
• Invite experts 
• Environmental fair

School Community: Select 
from options such as…..

• Create a school club
• Post reminders
• Recognize efforts
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Environmental Education

Explorer West Middle School
- Sustainability: curriculum 

focus

The Evergreen School
- Environmental Fair  

Many schools

- KC classroom workshops
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Environmental Purchasing

Criteria
• Policy
• Select from options such as:

- Purchase copy paper with     
30% recycled content

- Purchase refillable products
- Purchase supplies as needed 

to avoid over-stocking
- Purchase products that use 

less energy/water or are 
less toxic 

- Reuse supplies 
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Environmental Purchasing

Tolt Middle School
- Purchased 60 cases of 

recycled paper and
non-toxic cleaners

Bellevue High School
- Purchased refillable 

white-board markers 

The Evergreen School
- Created a policy
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Hazardous Mater ials      
Management & Reduction

Criteria Areas
– Lab chemicals
– Cleaners, sanitizers
– Indoor air quality
– Lead
– Mercury
– Pesticides

Who to involve?
- District staff
- Secondary science 

teachers
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Hazardous Mater ials 
Management & Reduction

Vashon Island SD
• Science and photography 

labs:
Improved storage, 
handling, and disposal

• Assistance received:
- Site visits/workshop

for science teachers
- Vouchers 
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Litter  Reduction

Criteria Areas
• Policy
• Proper 

garbage/recycling 
containers and signs

• Regular clean-up
• Inventory
• Anti-litter campaign
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Litter  Reduction

Arrowhead Elem and Kings
- Litter collection
- Anti-litter campaign

Bellevue High School
– Clean up and assessment
– Plastic bottle recycling 
– Plastic bottle recycling 

increased 7% to 40%
– Litter decreased by 50% 
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T ransportation Choices

Criteria
• No-idling policy and promotion
• Select from options such as:

- Use public transportation for field trips
- Offer ride-matching for staff/families
- Promote school bus use
- Establish a “Walking School Bus” program
- Promotional campaigns 

- Walk to School month (Oct.) 
- Bicycle month (May) 
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T ransportation Choices

Tolt Middle School
- School district anti-idling policy

Island Park, Snoqualmie and Cascade 
View elementary schools

- Anti-idling promotion   

Vashon Island SD
- Encouraged students to ride bus

Three Cedars
- Matched riders for carpooling
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Water  Conservation

Criteria Areas

• Assess and monitor
• Indoor conservation
• Outdoor conservation
• Policies/purchasing
• Education and outreach
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Water  Conservation
Crestwood Elementary

- Hand washing rhyme
- Rain barrel

Bellevue High
- Turned off faucet in home 

economics class
St. Francis of Assisi

- Noticed bill increases 
- Found meter reading error
- Received $11,000 

reimbursement 
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Energy Conservation

Criteria Areas

• Assess and monitor
• Lighting and plug 

loads
• Heating and cooling
• Education and 

outreach  
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Energy Conservation

Lake WA School District
- Solar panels on   

two facilities

Tolt Middle School
– Installed CFLs & 

timers 
– Signs on light 

switches
– Saved $1,195 within 

first 2 months  

Energy patrols
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Questions? / Shar ing
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