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King County Solid Waste Advisory Committee 
September 20, 2013 - 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

King Street Center 8th Floor Conference Room 
 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Members Present  King County Staff  Others 

David Baker  Gemma Alexander  Doreen Booth 

Jerry Bartlett  Mendy Droke  John Brekke 

Bill Beck  Jeff Gaisford  Elly Bunzendahl 

Bob Dixon  Lisa Sepanski  Yolanda Pons 

Jean Garber  Thea Severn  Doug Williams 

Steve Gerritson  Diane Yates   

Chris Husband      

Kim Kaminski     

Sean Kronberg     

Keith Livingston     

Craig Lorch     

Joan McGilton     

Suellen Mele     

Philipp Schmidt-Pathmann     

Stephen Strader     
 

 

Call to Order and Introductions 
In the absence of the Chair and Vice Chair, SWAC member Jean Garber was selected by motion 
to chair the meeting until their arrival. Vice Chair Phillip Schmidt-Pathmann arrived during the 
updates and chaired the rest of the meeting. 
 
Approve July Meeting Minutes; Review Agenda 
Action Item: The July minutes were approved as written.  
Action Item: Garber commented that SWAC had voted to approve member presentations, and 
agreed that SWAC member Jose Lugo should be the first to present about the technology that 
his company is using to manage food waste. That vote was never memorialized in the minutes. 
She asked for a new vote today. SWAC agreed by voice vote to allow member presentations by 
invitation. 
There were no further changes to the agenda. 
 

Updates 
SWD 
The division has hosted two workshops on the Transfer Plan review, as well as briefings for the 
Regional Policy Committee and the Sound Cities Association (SCA) PIC. The final workshop is on 
September 27. 
 
Tonnage is up slightly from last year, in line with the forecast. 
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The grand opening ceremony for the Bow Lake Recycling and Transfer Station will be held 
October 8 at 10 am. All SWAC members are invited. 
 
King Street Center is upgrading its phone system to Lync, a system that is better for 
teleconferencing and other services. Everyone in the building will receive a new phone number. 
For the next few months, when a call comes in to the old phone numbers, it will go straight to 
voice mail, where a message will inform the caller of the new number. Email addresses will be 
unaffected. 
 
The interlocal agreements are at Council. The SCA is in communication with Council about the 
approval process. 
 
MSWMAC 
MSWMAC discussed the Transfer Plan review, with particular interest in the regional direct 
rate. They also heard about the Bow Lake opening ceremony. 
 
 
Nominations and Election of Chair and Vice Chair 
Fifteen members were present. Eight votes were required to be elected chair or vice chair. 
Chair Joe Casalini was absent, but sent word that he was not interested in another term as 
Chair. He would be happy to serve as Vice Chair. 
Action Item: SWAC voted to conduct the election by ballot rather than voice vote. 
Action Item: Jean Garber and Phillip Schmidt-Pathmann were nominated for Chair. 
Out of 15 ballots, Garber received 10 votes; Pathmann received five votes. Garber’s term as 
Chair will begin with the October meeting. 
Action Item: Joe Casalini and Phillip Schmidt-Pathmann were nominated for Vice Chair. Out of 
14 ballots, Casalini received eight votes; Schmidt-Pathmann received six votes. Casalini’s term 
as Vice Chair will begin with the October meeting. 
 
Transfer Plan Review Process 
The presentation on the Transfer Plan review process is available online. The division will try to 
provide some materials in advance of the final workshop, and all workshop presentations will 
be posted online the following Monday. 
  
Comments included: 

 The draft report will be released on October 9. There will be a two week comment 
period during which any member of the public can submit a written comment. 

 The Environmental Impact Statement for the South County siting is in process, but won’t 
be finished until the Transfer Plan is finalized.  

 Can’t the property next to Algona be used for emergency storage? 
o Use of the property next to Algona is being considered as part of the South 

County siting process. That property could be used to develop a replacement for 
Algona, but continued use of Algona presents significant problems. For example, 
the building is on wooden pilings that are decaying. 
 

 

http://your.kingcounty.gov/extranet/dnrp/swd/MSWMAC_%26_SWAC/SWAC%2009_20_13%20Transfer%20Plan%20Review%20Agenda%206.pdf
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Product Stewardship 
The presentation on product stewardship is available online. 
 
Comments included: 

 Waste Management joined Washington Refuse and Recycling Association (WRRA) in 
September because of UTC issues, but still supports product stewardship for toxic and 
hard to handle materials. 

 Total Reclaim is an associate member of WRRA, but doesn’t support WRRA’s position on 
product stewardship. Total Reclaim supports product stewardship. 

 Opposition to product stewardship is not well founded. It can be very good for business, 
as examples in California have shown. 

 The division’s LinkUp program has joined with Seattle Public Utilities and  Zero Waste 
Washington to build relationships and develop infrastructure for carpet recycling before 
pursuing legislation 

 King County Board of Health passed the Secure Medicine Return Regulations on June 20, 
2013 which requires the producers to fund and provide a take back program unwanted 
medicines in King County. Implementation has begun; producers have been notified and 
the take back program should be in place in about 15 months. 

 The Alameda County Safe Drug Disposal law in Alameda County California was upheld by 
the courts. 

 The current electronics stewardship program, E-Cycle Washington, includes computers, 
monitors and TVs. There is a need for it to expand to include printers and peripherals. 
 

 
Open Forum 
Guest John Brekke commented that the limited time frame for the Transfer Plan review does 
not allow for consideration of factors such as Enumclaw and recycling at Bow Lake. He said 
Alternatives C & D which maintain Algona are affordable and attractive to the community, and 
suggested the County could add recycling and queuing space at the property adjacent to the 
current facility.  
 
Guest Doug Williams favors Alternative C. He says he does not know anyone who favors 
building on any of the new sites under consideration for a South County facility, and suggests 
expanding the existing facility onto the adjacent property. He uses a private yard waste and 
recycling company nearby. He expressed concern about traffic safety at the site on W. Valley 
Hwy and 287th St., where students walk to school. He also expressed concern about pollution of 
a nearby community well and the potential effects on neighboring property values. 
 
SWAC member Steve Gerritson asked what will happen in response to the guests’ comments. 
 
SWD Planning and Communications Manager Thea Severn answered that she has written down 
questions based on the comments that the division will research. Specifically, related to the 
private facility nearby, what percentage of the material passing through Algona currently is 
yard waste? She will also work with the division’s engineering staff to determine what would be 
involved in providing recycling service on the property adjacent to Algona.  

http://your.kingcounty.gov/extranet/dnrp/swd/MSWMAC_%26_SWAC/SWAC%2009_20_13%20Product%20Stewardship%20Agenda%207.pdf
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SWD Recycling and Environmental Services Manager Jeff Gaisford said that yard waste service 
at Algona was proposed because it works within existing infrastructure. He added that the 
timeline for the review was established by Ordinance and the division is required to meet it. 
 
SWD Planning and Communications Manager Thea Severn said emergency storage at the 
adjacent property would require construction of a building, which would begin to look a lot like 
a transfer station. 
 
Zero Waste Washington has joined in partnership with WestSide Baby and Cool Mom to 
develop strategies for recycling car seats. With 90,000 births per year in Washington state, 
regulations that require disposal of car seats after six years, and no large-scale recycling 
options, there is a big opportunity to reduce waste.  
 
The United Kingdom’s Minister for the Environment was here recently speaking about 
“decarbonizing the economy.” He described how the UK has reduced carbon emissions below 
1990 levels by generating energy from waste and moving away from landfills. 
 


