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 Metropolitan Solid Waste Management Advisory Committee 

October 18, 2013,   -   11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
King Street Center 8th Floor Conference Room 

 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Members   King County Staff 

Dave Hill Algona  Gemma Alexander, SWD Staff 

Paul Mallary Algona  Neil Fujii, SWD Staff 

Diana Quinn Algona  Kathy Hashagen, SWD Staff 

Bill Peloza Auburn  Lisa Huntley, SWD Staff 

Joan Nelson Auburn  Laila McClinton, SWD Staff 

Susan Fife-Ferris Bellevue  Pat McLaughlin, SWD Director 

Joyce Nichols Bellevue  Bill Reed, SWD Staff 

Aaron Nix Black Diamond  Alexander Rist, SWD Staff 

Sabrina Combs Bothell  Diane Yates, Intergovernmental Liaison 

Joan McGilton Burien   

Barre Seibert Clyde Hill  Guests 

Don Vondran Covington  Doreen Booth, Sound Cities Association 

Laura Techico Des Moines  Cindy Flanagan, Citizen 

Chris Searcy Enumclaw  Signe Gilson, CleanScapes 

Ken Miller Federal Way  Marie-Anne Harkness, Citizen 

Rob Van Orsow Federal Way  Keith Livingston, SWAC 

Gina Hungerford Kent  Erika Melroy, CleanScapes 

John MacGillivray Kirkland  Dwight Miller, Parametrix 

Bob Lee Lake Forest Park   

Diana Pistoll Maple Valley   

Carol Simpson Newcastle   

Jon Spangler Redmond   

Nina Rivkin  Redmond   

Linda Knight Renton   

Tom Gut SeaTac   

Chris Eggen Shoreline   

Scott MacColl Shoreline   

 Frank Iriarte Tukwila   

 Zach Schmitz Woodinville   

 
Minutes & Agenda Review 
The approval of the August minutes had been deferred due to a lack of a quorum in 
September. MSWMAC revised the first bullet under updates to say, “In September, the Sound 
Cities Association will consider taking action on a proposed position in support of product 
stewardship.” The revised August minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
The September minutes were approved unanimously.  
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Updates 
SWD 
The Grand Opening for the Bow Lake Recycling and Transfer Station was on Oct. 8th. Executive 
Constantine, Tukwila Mayor Jim Haggerton, and SWD Director Pat McLaughlin spoke to a 
crowd of 125 people, including city elected officials and/or staff from Auburn, Des Moines, 
Federal Way, Kirkland, Lake Forest Park, Normandy Park, Renton, and Tukwila.  
 
Event tours included the newly opened recycling area, the public tip floor, the public art, and 
the automated traffic management system. The tour highlighted the station’s numerous LEED 
features such as the rainwater collection system, recycled structural steel, asphalt paving 
made from 3,900 tons of recycled asphalt shingles, skylights and translucent panels that 
reduce energy needs, recycled glass in the public art, and solar panels on the roof.  
 
The project was completed on time and $4 million under budget. It also won the Green 
Project of the Year for Achievement in Sustainability award from the Northwest Construction 
Consumer Council. 
 
Draft Transfer Plan Review Report was released on time on October 9. Written comments are 
due to Diane by close of business Oct. 23. Thus far, seven comments have been received. The 
division will consider comments received after that date but they will not be reflected in the 
report. Members commented that the time period for comments is insufficient. Others noted 
that comments could also be made on the final plan.  
 
The annual landfill tour is scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 19, 2013 from 9-10:30 a.m. This is an 
opportunity for our neighbors and others in the surrounding community to see how the 
landfill operates and to ask questions of division staff.  
 
The semi-annual Cedar Hills Community Meeting with landfill neighbors is scheduled for 
October 24 from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. This meeting is part of the division’s ongoing commitment 
to meet with landfill neighbors to discuss conditions and activities at the landfill. 
Representatives from Bio Energy Washington will provide an update on the landfill gas-to-
energy plant. 
 
MSWMAC requested an update on the County Council’s actions related to ILA approval. 
Though the division understands that the urgency of action on this topic has been discussed 
by the Committee of the Whole, there is no formal update. In response, the following motion 
was passed. MSWMAC voted in favor of the motion, with Bellevue abstaining. 
 

MSWMAC requests a written response from the King County Council with an update, 
explanation and due date for action on the ILA. 

 
SWAC 
SWAC met earlier today and heard presentations on the Draft Transfer Plan Report. 
Comments included the possible impact of fewer stations on illegal dumping and the 
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appropriate sizing of facilities. They also received a presentation about the King County 
Strategic Plan and provided input. 
 
Draft Transfer Plan Report 
MSWMAC received a presentation about the Draft Transfer System Plan Review Report. 
Points in addition to those included in the presentation follow. 

 A geographically dispersed transfer system helps to limit collection costs for rate 
payers. A less dispersed transfer station would mean that collection costs would be 
higher in some parts of the county than in other areas. 

 Capital costs will decrease over time as bonds are paid. Collection costs would not 
experience a similar decrease over time. 

 The capacity calculations included in the analysis assume that the region meets the 70 
percent recycling goal. Capacity would be impacted if the goal is not met. 

 Calculations in the plan that assume locations for a South County and NE County 

transfer station were based on theoretical centroids for those areas. 

 

Discussion included the following comments: 

 It appears that choosing not to have a South County transfer station would have a 

much bigger impact on collection costs for that area when compared to the impact 

on collection costs in NE county if that station is not constructed. 

 The Auburn City Council has put forth a recommendation that a South County 

station not be sited in that city. 

 The City of Kirkland supports the base alternative and wants the Houghton station 

closed in 2021. 

 Note that an early diversion of commercial traffic from the Houghton transfer 

station would result in higher collection costs for those whose waste is customarily 

brought to that station. 

 There is a real concern that stations are able to withstand earthquakes and be able 

to operate after an event in order to help with disaster recovery. 

 Bellevue is concerned with the vagueness of language in the plan and asks that the 

County abide by the commitment to not build on the Eastgate property. 

 The County must not honor a commitment to one city at the expense of honoring a 

commitment to another city. Instead, look for a win-win solution and consider 

building the NE station sooner than expected. 

 Federal Way supports the base alternative because it maintains equity throughout 

the County. 

 
Public Comment 
Citizen Mary Ann Harkness commented on the Transfer Plan review process, especially as it 
relates to South County siting. She suggested extending the hours of operation at the current 

http://your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/about/Planning/documents/TWMP-Transfer-System-Plan-Review-DRAFT.pdf
http://your.kingcounty.gov/extranet/dnrp/swd/MSWMAC_%26_SWAC/MSWMAC%2010_18_13%20Agenda%20Item%204%20Draft%20Transfer%20Plan%20Report.pdf
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Algona transfer station for both self-haul and commercial customers. She suggested that 
would change the level of service for some of the transfer stations. She also expressed 
concern that it appears inconsistent variables used when analyzing data which makes it hard 
to know which alternative is best.   


