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O U R  M I S S I O N  
Provide benefits to the environment, recreation, public health, and economic resources 

of King County by preventing and minimizing harmful impacts of noxious weeds. 

 
  

Class B Noxious Weed Purple Loosestrife 
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Letter from the Board 
On behalf of the King County Noxious Weed Control Board, I am pleased to present to you our annual report. 
The benefits described in this report are the result of the important investment by the people of the county 
through direct participation and through funding provided to the Noxious Weed Control Program.  

Despite 2020 being a particularly difficult year, this report shows the value of maintaining the Program’s long-
term strategy to minimize the harmful impacts of noxious weeds to the environment, recreation, public health, 
and the economy. The actions taken, the results achieved, and the benefits provided from this strategy are 
described in this report. Only a comprehensive, coordinated, community-wide effort can be successful in the 
long run to achieve noxious weed control.  

Thank you for your interest and active participation in achieving this in King County. 

Grace Stiller, Chair 

King County Noxious Weed Control Board 
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Cover image: Noxious weed control in 2020 – Program staff removing the Class B noxious weed purple 
loosestrife while masked and socially distant. Photo by Ben Peterson. 

  

Special thanks to: 
Mattia Boscolo for data analysis. 

Roy Brunskill, Tricia MacLaren, Jennifer 
Andreas, Sayward Glise, Dan Sorensen, and 
Marta Olson for content. 

Sasha Shaw for content, editing, design and 
production.  

For more information:  
206-477-9333 or kingcounty.gov/weeds 

Giant hogweed seeds. Photo by Karen Peterson. 
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King County Noxious Weed Control Board 
The King County Noxious Weed Control Board sets county weed control priorities, adopts the county weed list, 
and oversees the Noxious Weed Control Program according to the requirements of the State Noxious Weed 
Law, RCW 17.10. The Board was activated by the King County Council on August 7, 1992 in response to a 
citizen’s petition. The Board produces this Annual Report on the performance and activities of the Noxious 
Weed Control Program. 

The Board is comprised of five residents representing the five noxious weed districts within the County. Board 
members are volunteers appointed by the King County Executive and confirmed by the King County Council. 
In addition, one staff person from WSU Extension serves as a non-voting member. The following Board 
Members served on the King County Noxious Weed Control Board in 2020: 

Alaine Sommargren, Board District 1 
Becky Chaney, Board District 2  
John Browne, Board District 3  

Grace Stiller, Chair, Board District 4  
Eldon Murray, Board District 5  
Jennifer Andreas, WSU Extension

Noxious Weed Control Program Staff 2020 
The Noxious Weed Control Program (“Program”) works throughout King 
County to reduce the economic, environmental, and social impacts of 
noxious weeds. Program staff work with all land managers in the county 
to achieve this, with a focus on direct service, efficiency, and technical 
expertise. The goal is to help everyone find the best control options for 
noxious weeds on each site and to reduce the overall impact of noxious 
weeds throughout the county. Program staff focus on all regions of the 
county, public lands, aquatic weeds, rivers, conservation lands, and 
education. The Program is housed in King County’s Department of 
Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP). 

Program Manager: Steven Burke 
Administration: Denise Liguori 
Communications and Education: 
Sasha Shaw and Marta Olson 
County Lands: Roy Brunskill 
State and Federal: Tricia MacLaren 

Aquatics: Ben Peterson 
Healthy Lands Project: Dan Sorensen 
Region Leads: Ashlie Arthur, Mattia 
Boscolo, Tom Erler, Matthew Martin, 
Minwook Park, Karen Peterson, Ashley 
Shattuck, Maria Winkler 

Riparian Specialists: Justin Brooks, 
Sayward Glise, Erin Haley, Sara Price, 
Margaret Wagner 
Field Technicians: Allison Bachner, 
Avery Bowron, Casey Fate, Gabriella 
Golzarian 

Program Finances  

Pulling noxious weeds while social distancing. 
Photo by Ben Peterson. 

Program Expenditure: $3,783,734

Facilities and Vehicles (8%)

Information Technology (5%)

Labor (60%)

Overhead (16%)

Services and Crews (10%)

Supplies and Equipment (1%)

Note: the 2020 surplus was due to the gradual scale-up of the Healthy Lands Project (HeLP). Underspent funds will be 
used as HeLP fully ramps up in the 2021-22 biennium. 

Program Revenue: $4,133,526

Grants and
Miscellaneous
Revenue (4%)

Noxious Weed Parcel
Assessment (96%)

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=17.10
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Noxious Weed Control Program – Year in Review and Progress Report 

Controlling and monitoring noxious weeds  

Surveyed 12,153 infestations of regulated and priority 
noxious weeds. 

Controlled 89 percent of sites (10,807 out of 12,153), 
covering 509 acres. Property owners controlled 6,366 sites 
and program staff controlled 4,441 sites. 

Eradicated 47 percent (8,917 sites out of 18,870) of all 
infestations found since 1996. No weeds have been found on 
those sites for three years or more. 

Eradicated 78 percent of the area of regulated noxious weed 
infestation (1,395 of 1,789 acres) recorded since 1996. 

Reaching out and helping during a pandemic 

Contacted and/or assisted 6,061 landowners and public 
agencies, including 60 landowners who were offered new 
noxious weed assistance through the Healthy Lands Project. 

Alerted agencies about 285 poison-hemlock infestations on 
public roads and lands, 184 of which were controlled. 

Responded to 1,700 information requests and noxious 
weed reports from the public and had booths at 2 farmers 
markets while maintaining public health safety guidelines. 

Taught people about noxious weeds at 10 webinars with a 
total of 807 participants, including one webinar in Spanish, 
and presented on noxious weeds at 23 online workshops 
and meetings held by other organizations. 

Produced online information reaching 4,339 subscribers, 
74,194 blog visitors, and 505,713 website visitors, up 
35 percent from 2019 web usage.  

Protecting against new outbreaks and threats  

Responded to 455 public reports of noxious weeds.  

Located 397 new regulated noxious weed infestations. 

Controlled 97 percent of all known Class A noxious weed 
sites and 85 percent of all known regulated Class B 
noxious weed sites. 
Identified and mapped a new outbreak of the Class A 
noxious weed false brome in rural King County.  

Social distanced site visit to future Healthy Lands Project site. 
Photo by Tricia MacLaren. 

Definitions (RCW 17.10, WAC 16-750) 

Class A: 
Eradication required by State Law due to limited 
distribution in the state and potential significant 
impact to the state’s economy and environment. 
Regulated Class B: 
Control required by State Law. Class B weeds 
are regulated in areas of the state where they are 
limited in distribution to prevent further spread. 
Eradicate: 
Completely eliminate a noxious weed within an 
area of infestation. 
Control: 
In a given year, prevent seed production and 
dispersal of parts capable of forming new plants. 

Area found and 
controlled in 

2020: 394

Area not 
controlled 

in 2020: 
104

Area 
eradicated 
since 1996: 

1,395

Noxious Weed Control Progress in 
King County 1996 to 2020 (acres)
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Major Noxious Weeds in King County: 2020 Snapshot 
Top Class A Weeds in King County 

Garlic Mustard Giant Hogweed Milk Thistle Goatsrue 
590 active sites2 254 active sites3 58 active sites1 25 active sites1 

    
10% eradicated4 88% eradicated4 41% eradicated4 42% eradicated1 
97% controlled 99% controlled 100% controlled 97% controlled 

 

Top Regulated Class B Weeds in King County 
Tansy Ragwort Purple Loosestrife Orange Hawkweed Spotted Knapweed Poison-hemlock 

4,727 active sites2 1,157 active sites2 522 active sites3 415 active sites2 285 active sites2 

     
44% eradicated4 26% eradicated5 26% eradicated4 62% eradicated5 0% eradicated 
82% controlled 93% controlled 98% controlled 80% controlled 65% controlled 

     
Shiny Geranium Sulfur Cinquefoil Yellow Hawkweed Garden Loosestrife Dalmatian Toadflax 
256 active sites2 242 active sites2 226 active sites2 200 active sites2 197 active sites2 

     
1% eradicated1 51% eradicated4 48% eradicated5 10% eradicated1 58% eradicated5 
69% controlled 87% controlled 93% controlled 95% controlled 74% controlled 

 

  

1 No change from 2019 
2 More sites than 2019 
3 Fewer sites than 2019 
4 Percent eradicated up 
from 2019 
5 Percent eradicated 
down from 2019 

Noxious weed specialist next to Class A giant 
hogweed. Photo by Minwook Park. 

State 7%
City, Port and 

Special 
Districts 19%

Federal and 
Tribal 1%

County
17%

Private 56%

Infestations by Property Types
Percent of site in each category
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Class A Noxious Weeds Progress and Projections 
Garlic Mustard 

Since the Program started searching for garlic mustard in 2000, the total size of the area 
infested has been reduced by 64 percent and 63 sites have been eradicated.1 The rate of 
increase has been slowed, but new sites continue to emerge as seeds get moved around. 

 
Giant Hogweed 

Out of 2,075 infestations of giant hogweed found since 1996, 1,821 have been 
eradicated1. New sites are found each year but fewer than in the past. 

 
Milk Thistle 

Only 3,619 square feet remain of the total 846,448 square feet found since 1998, with 40 
sites eradicated1 and most sites contained to the original impacted area. 

 
Goatsrue 

Since first discovered in 1999, it hasn’t spread beyond the original impacted area of about 
four acres. As the long-lived seed bank is flushed out, the infested area slowly shrinks.  

 
 

 

 

 

1 Eradicated means that no noxious weeds have been seen at the location for three or more years. 
2 Percent sites eradicated is the proportion of all recorded noxious weed locations that meet the criteria of eradicated. 
3 Percent area eradicated refers to the difference between the historical combined size of all infestations and the current 
combined size of all infestations.  

 
Year 

 
Active Sites 

New in Previous 
Five Years 

Percent Sites 
Eradicated2 

Percent Area 
Eradicated3 

2010 242 164 2% 57% 
2015 483 263 4% 66% 
2020 590 132 10% 64% 
Projected 2030 796 Not determined 19% 80% 

 
Year 

 
Active Sites 

New in Previous 
Five Years 

Percent Sites 
Eradicated2 

Percent Area 
Eradicated3 

2010 482 326 62% 88% 
2015 341 200 82% 97% 
2020 254 123 88% 97% 
Projected 2030 0 Not determined >99% >99% 

 
Year 

 
Active Sites 

New in Previous 
Five Years 

Percent Sites 
Eradicated2 

Percent Area 
Eradicated3 

2010 62 23 23% 84% 
2015 65 7 37% 92% 
2020 58 10 41% 99% 
Projected 2030 49 Not determined 64% >99% 

 
Year 

 
Active Sites 

New in Previous 
Five Years 

Percent Sites 
Eradicated2 

Percent Area 
Eradicated3 

2010 36 12 13% 97% 
2015 30 4 28% 97% 
2020 25 0 42% 81% 
Projected 2030 13 Not determined 50% 84% 
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County Lands Weed Control 
County agencies were not immune in needing to 
adapt to the challenges of 2020, but they did not lose 
much ground in their work to reduce the impacts of 
noxious weeds. Even with the uncertainties 
presented by the COVID-19 pandemic, County 
agencies controlled 95 percent of the 1,739 
infestations of regulated noxious weeds located by 
Program staff in 2020 on County owned or managed 
lands. 
 
There were 27 different species of regulated noxious 
weeds found. The top five species found on County 
managed properties remain tansy ragwort, yellow 
hawkweed, purple loosestrife, orange hawkweed, 
and garlic mustard. County agencies did a good job 
of maintaining control of these species. 
 
The 12-acre yellow starthistle infestation found in 2019 
was significantly reduced. In 2020 there were no 
complaints received by the Program about noxious 
weeds on County lands. King County agencies manage 
approximately 40,000 acres, 1,500 linear miles of road 
rights-of-way, and 390 miles of trails. Even with the large 
area covered, noxious weed control standards achieved 
on County lands generally exceed those on private and 
other public lands. 
 
In addition to controlling regulated noxious weeds, the 
King County Parks and Recreation Division successfully 
controlled 72 acres of non-regulated noxious weeds and 
other invasive vegetation on its properties. Although this 
amount was less than in 2019 due to reduced seasonal 
staffing stemming from the pandemic crisis, it still had a 
significant impact. This work included 34 acres of 
blackberry, 16 acres of thistle and teasel, 11 acres of 
knotweed, six acres of butterfly bush, three acres of Scotch 
broom, and smaller amounts of other invasive weeds. 
 
King County Road Services Division made a significant 
contribution toward containing an outbreak of the Class A 
noxious weed false brome in two areas of rural King 
County. This invasive grass spreads into forests, can out-
compete native vegetation, and may increase fire risk. 
What was thought to be a small, localized infestation 
turned out to be more dispersed throughout two 
neighborhoods in eastern King County, located along 
roads as well as on private properties. The Vegetation 
Management crews of Road Services developed a keen 
eye for the grass and notified the Program of many of the 
locations as well as controlling the sites that were in the 
road right-of-way. 

Control of Regulated Noxious Weeds 
on County-Managed Lands 2020 

 
Agency 

Number 
of Sites 
Surveyed 

Percent 
Sites 
Controlled 

Road Services 1464 96 
Parks and Open Space 120 90 
Stormwater Services 103 85 
River and Floodplain 
Management 

38 95 

Facilities Management 5 100 
Solid Waste 4 100 
Metro Transit 2 100 
King County Sheriff 1 100 

1,286

78 60 59 65

1,222

75 53 58 65

1
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Top Five Regulated Noxious Weeds on 
County Lands

Number Surveyed
Number Controlled

Class A noxious weed false brome in a forested property in rural 
King County. Photo by Minwook Park. 
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State, Federal and Tribal Lands Weed Control 
State and federal agencies own more than 3,700 
parcels within King County, comprising 38 percent of 
its area. In 2020, there were 363 active, regulated 
noxious weed sites on state and federal parcels, 
including two new sites. Staff surveyed 99 percent of 
the sites and 88 percent of those sites were controlled.  

In addition, the Washington State Department of 
Transportation (WSDOT) maintains 18 state highways 
that traverse King County, covering 368 linear miles. 
Program staff surveyed 96 percent of the 596 regulated 
noxious weed sites on state highways, and 71 percent 
of those sites were controlled through cooperation 
between WSDOT and Program staff.  

King County is on land that is home to the 
Muckleshoot, Tulalip, Snoqualmie, and Duwamish 
Tribes. The Noxious Weed Program works 
cooperatively with the Tribes to reduce the impacts of 
noxious weeds on their lands and resources. 

Highlights of the Program’s successful working 
relationships with state, federal and tribal land managers: 

• Facilitated the Upper Snoqualmie Cooperative 
Weed Management Area to foster collaboration 
among federal, state, county, and city agencies, the 
Snoqualmie Tribe, and non-governmental 
organizations, and more effectively manage 
noxious and invasive weeds, protecting the quality 
habitats of the project area (see map below). 

• Worked with the Muckleshoot Tribe to reduce 
the impacts of Class B noxious weeds spotted 
knapweed and wild chervil on its lands and 
natural resources. 

• Collaborated with the Snoqualmie Tribe, 
treating the two Class B noxious weeds tansy 
ragwort and knotweed. 

• Controlled Class B 
noxious weeds 
purple and garden 
loosestrife on Lake 
Washington and 
Portage Bay through 
collaboration with the 
U.S. Department of 
Commerce. 

• Collaborated with the 
U.S. General 
Services 
Administration to 
control the only site 
of Class B noxious 
weed musk thistle.  

• Partnered with the U.S. Forest Service to 
survey and control noxious weeds in the Mt. 
Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest. 

• Controlled noxious weeds in 
state-owned riparian areas 
through the Washington State 
Department of Natural 
Resources (WDNR) provision of 
Puget Sound Corps crew time 
(see Puget Sound Corps 
Highlights Section).  

• Collaborated with the 
Washington State Parks and 
Recreation Commission for 
successful control of noxious 
weeds within state parks. 

• Collaborated with the 
Bonneville Power Administration 
for control of noxious weeds on 
its properties and easements.

WCC crew member with garden 
loosestrife at NOAA property. 
Photo by Tricia MacLaren. 
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Cities and Port of Seattle Weed Control 
The Noxious Weed Control Program works with the Port of Seattle and all 39 cities and towns within King 
County to achieve comprehensive, coordinated noxious weed control across all local jurisdictions. In 2020, 
municipalities and the Port of Seattle faced significant challenges due to the pandemic and the economic crisis 
but were still able to control most of their regulated noxious weeds. This included 139 poison-hemlock and 755 
tansy ragwort infestations. Overall, program staff surveyed 2,158 sites of 38 different regulated noxious weed 
species and documented control on 80 percent of the sites (1,724 sites) on city and Port properties and roads. 

Biological Control Activity Report 
The Program partners with Washington State University Extension’s Integrated Weed Control Project (IWCP) 
to identify weed infestations that can be effectively addressed through biological control, a method that uses 
natural enemies, usually insects, that only impact the target weed species and are approved by the United 
States Department of Agriculture. For noxious weeds that have approved biological control agents available, 
this method may be a cost-effective way to reduce impacts over the long term, especially when infestations are 
large and/or remote, and where there are insufficient resources available for methods that are more expensive.  

In 2020, the Program and IWCP began work to establish a newly approved biocontrol agent for invasive 
knotweed, the knotweed psyllid (Aphalara itadori), and also one for creeping thistle, the pathogen Puccinia 
punctiformis. In addition, the monitoring of Scotch broom seedpod attack at sites in North Bend and Vashon 
Island has shown positive results because of the two seed attackers Bruchidius villosus and Exapion 
fuscirostre previously released at the two sites.  

Overall, 6,450 biocontrol agents were released at 23 locations in the county.  

Noxious Weed Biocontrol Agent(s) 2020 Locations 
Hybrid knotweed Aphalara itadori North Bend 

 
Spotted knapweed Cyphocleonus achates, 

Larinus obtusus 
Auburn near Muckleshoot Casino 
and along White River, Upper 
Green River/Tacoma Watershed 
 

Scotch broom Bruchidius villosus Maury Island Natural Area, 
Vashon 
 

Purple loosestrife Galerucella spp., 
Hylobius 
transversovittatus 

Panther Lake in Kent, Lake 
Washington at Inglewood 
Shores, May Valley Natural Area, 
UW Bothell 

Hylobius released on purple loosestrife at 
Panther Lake. Photo by Gabriella Golzarian. 

Cities and the Port of Seattle worked to 
control poison-hemlock despite reduced 
staffing. Photo by Karen Peterson. 
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Aquatic Weed Control 
During 2020, 1,264 regulated aquatic weed sites were surveyed 
and controlled, including all the Class A noxious weed 
infestations. Of the 1,252 Class B aquatic weed sites, primarily 
purple and garden loosestrife, 93 percent of the area surveyed 
was controlled either by the landowner (67 percent of the sites) or 
the Program (33 percent of the sites). Intensive surveying of 
aquatic areas is an important program activity that aids in early 
detection of new infestations followed by rapid, effective control 
response. In 2020, Program staff surveyed 34 lakes and rivers in 
King County, including 35 miles of the Snoqualmie River and 
several areas of Lake Washington, as well as many streams and 
wetlands. 

In 2020, 21 people participated in the Lake Weed Watcher 
volunteer training webinar and learned to survey for high-priority aquatic weeds in the lakes of King County. 
Participants included residents, natural resource professionals, and other interested folks who went on to use 
their knowledge throughout the county. In the summer, volunteers monitored 13 lakes, volunteering over 80 
hours. They provided valuable updates on known infestations and detected two new aquatic weed locations. 

Notable achievements in aquatic weed control for 2020:  

• Controlled aquatic weeds on Portage Bay (Lake Union) in 
partnership with Seattle Parks and Recreation through 
funding from Washington State Department of Ecology 
(Ecology). The project included public outreach and 
control of floating weeds (Class C noxious weed fragrant 
water lily) and shoreline weeds (Class B noxious weeds 
purple and garden loosestrife, and Class C noxious weed 
yellow-flag iris) on over 10 acres of Portage Bay. 

• Concluded implementation of Shadow Lake aquatic weed 
control project funded in part by Ecology, including a 
community-led effort to control Class C noxious weed 
fragrant water lily, a Program-led effort to control Class C noxious weed yellow flag iris, and monitoring 
for the return of Class B noxious weed Eurasian watermilfoil. Results of the control work are positive 
overall, and no Eurasian watermilfoil was found in Shadow Lake in 2020. 

• Education and outreach on aquatic weeds included seven presentations at meetings, trainings, and 
conferences, along with many consultations and responses to information requests.  

• Two new, isolated infestations of Egeria (Egeria densa) were discovered in the fall in Green Lake and 
Lake Rasmussen and control plans were initiated for 2021. 

• A mail campaign to over 1,000 Lake Sammamish property owners was carried out as an efficient way 
to reduce the impact of Class B noxious weeds purple and garden loosestrife on the lake. Property 
owners achieved 61 percent control of purple loosestrife and 68 percent control of garden loosestrife as 
of the mid-August survey date.  

• Program staff worked with landowners to control the Class B noxious weed purple loosestrife at 19 
additional lakes in King County: Ames, Alice, Bass, Bellevue, Burien, Cottage, Desire, Dolloff, Geneva, 
Haller, Joy, Kathleen, Killarney, Moss, Panther (Kent), Phantom, Pine, Retreat, and Spring.  

Percent of Aquatic Weed Sites Controlled in 
2020 (*=Class A, **=Class B weeds) 
 
Regulated Aquatic 
Weed Species 

 
Surveyed 
Sites 

Percent of 
Sites 
Controlled 

Common Reed** 46 89% 
Floating Primrose-
willow* 

1 100% 

Garden Loosestrife** 185 94% 
Parrotfeather** 6 100% 
Purple Loosestrife** 1113 93% 
Reed Sweetgrass* 2 100% 
Ricefield bulrush* 1 100% 
Yellow Floating-heart** 2 100% 

Class B noxious weed garden loosestrife on the shore of 
Lake Washington. Photo by Allison Bachner. 
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Cooperative Weed Management in Riparian Areas 
To protect habitat, improve water quality, and aid salmon recovery efforts, the Program conducts cooperative, 
multi-jurisdictional, public-private projects to control the Class B noxious weed knotweed on rivers and protect 
uninfested areas. As the knotweed is reduced, the Program focuses on collaborative habitat restoration. 

In 2020, the Program surveyed for knotweed on 106 river 
miles and controlled three net acres of knotweed over 107 
infested acres. Since 2015, the Program’s work has 
reduced the net area of knotweed on rivers by 81 percent, 
from 16 to three acres. Net acres means the area covered 
if the knotweed plants were all combined in one place 
rather than over 107 acres. Although there were 
considerable safety and logistical challenges due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Program’s riparian team 
developed strategies to continue to work safely in 
compliance with state and county directives and still 
achieve strong results. 

Landowners are vital to the success of the projects. Over 
1,600 property owners voluntarily gave permission to 
allow access and control of knotweed on over 2,700 
properties. Additionally, 56 county residents attended two 
knotweed workshops, held remotely due to COVID-19 
restrictions. These workshops educate and empower 
landowners to control knotweed on areas beyond the 
Program’s grant-funded projects. The Program also lends 
stem injectors to landowners, municipalities, and 
professionals who want to control knotweed on their 
properties. Fifty people utilized this equipment loan in 2020. 

To ensure sustainable results and long-term stewardship 
of restored lands, the Program develops partnerships with 
public and private stakeholders. In 2020, the Program’s 
internal King County partners included the Rivers and 
Floodplain Management Section, Road Services Division, 
and the Parks and Recreation Division. Externally, the 
Program partnered with the Snoqualmie Tribe, U.S. Forest 
Service, WDNR, Washington State Department of 
Agriculture, Seattle Public Utilities, Forterra, Mountains to 
Sound Greenway Trust, Washington Conservation Corps 
(WCC), Puget Sound Corps (PSC), EarthCorps, Sound 
Salmon Solutions, and the cities of Snoqualmie, North 
Bend, Auburn, Kent, Covington, Renton, Maple Valley, 
Tukwila, Seattle, Mercer Island, and Skykomish. 

The projects are funded through a combination of 
competitive grants and internal funding. The National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation, Ecology, King County Wastewater Treatment Division, and the King County Flood 
Control District provided 2020 grant assistance. PSC crews provided by WDNR allowed for invasive weed 
control on 30 acres of riparian area not otherwise funded. 

River Basin River Miles in Restoration* 

Green-Duwamish 42 RM to Lower Duwamish 
Waterway 

Lower Cedar 22 RM to Lake Washington 

Upper Snoqualmie 31 RM to Snoqualmie Falls 

South Fork 
Skykomish 

26 RM to King-Snohomish 
County Line 

*includes Program’s project partners 

Riparian specialist surveying for knotweed on the Green River. 
Photo by Allison Bachner. 
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Puget Sound Corps in King County 
The Puget Sound Corps (PSC) is a part of the WCC that 
works on projects to improve water quality and salmon 
habitat in the Puget Sound basin while providing training 
and work experience for young people in Washington. In 
2020, King County was given an opportunity by WDNR to 
utilize eight PSC crew days for the survey and control of 
noxious weeds along riparian corridors.  

Noxious Weed Control Program staff trained and directed 
the six-person crews in creating access trails through 
dense blackberry thickets, then surveying and controlling 
knotweed on the Snoqualmie River near the cities of 
Snoqualmie and North Bend. The PSC crews created 
access trails through 29 acres and controlled knotweed 
on 0.3 acres of riparian habitat over 1.8 riverbank miles. 
These noxious weed infestations were actively degrading 
the environmental and recreational values of public lands 
in King County. This contribution from WDNR and the 
partnership with WCC provided a significant benefit to the 
County. Partners in the PSC project in 2020 included 
WDNR, the Snoqualmie Tribe, the City of Snoqualmie, 
the City of North Bend, and WCC.  

 

  PSC WCC crew member controlling invasive knotweed 
on Snoqualmie River. Photo by Tricia MacLaren. 

Snoqualmie River at River Mile 1.6L. Photo by Tricia MacLaren 
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Healthy Lands Project 
Since beginning operations in 2019 through the end of 2020, the Healthy Lands Project (HeLP) has controlled 
nearly 90 acres of invasive weeds on recently protected open space, adjacent lands, and related rights of way. 
From 2019 to 2020, HeLP project staff from the Program surveyed 986 acres across 72 sites (127 tax parcels). 
In 2020 alone, HeLP staff surveyed 56 sites and mapped 91 acres of invasive weeds across 800 acres 
surveyed.  

HeLP provides invasive weed control and long-term stewardship for conservation and open-space lands. HeLP 
significantly reduces the impacts of widespread, unregulated noxious weeds in natural areas protected through 
King County’s Land Conservation Initiative. Stewardship plans are developed with public and private 
landowners, and crews and other resources are provided for weed control and stewardship work. This work 
increases ecological benefits provided by these newly protected natural areas, resource lands, and urban open 
space.  

2020 Highlights 

• Despite the safety challenges and work disruptions due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, HeLP staff, contractors, and property 
owners remained safe from COVID-19 outbreaks due to 
protective measures put in place, and project activities were able 
to continue where it was safe to do so. 

• Accomplished initial control of 80 acres of invasive weed species 
on 26 recently protected open space properties and did follow-up 
control on an additional 19 acres of weeds. 

• Controlled 2.7 acres of invasive weeds at a much-needed new 
open-space, forested park in North Highline in the Glendale 
neighborhood. 

• Increased outreach to private landowners, meeting the goal of 
reaching out to 60 landowners to invite them to participate. 

• Supported Green Jobs through crew contracts with local 
companies that commit to hiring at least 20 percent of their crew 
from King County’s Priority Hire ZIP Codes.  Healthy Lands Project Dirt Corps crew ready to 

work. Photo by Marta Olson. 

Healthy Lands Project Dirt Corps crew removing invasive ivy in 
North Highline’s new park. Photo by Dan Sorensen. 
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Equity and Social Justice Commitment 
The Program remains committed to providing equitable services to all county residents. 2020 was a year that 
particularly exposed the inequitable health outcomes of black, Indigenous, and people of color (BIPOC), and in 
low-income, immigrant, and refugee communities struggling with COVID-19. The Program stands in solidarity 
with all those fighting for racial justice and is committed to reducing inequities related to noxious weed impacts.  

To protect the health and safety of King County residents, the Program increased the focus on control of 
poison-hemlock. Although the health threats impact everyone, they are higher for some communities. Poison-
hemlock commonly occurs in urban areas and poses particularly high risks for children and for people who are 
growing or foraging their own food. Immigrants and refugees with limited English ability, who may not be 
familiar with the plant species of King County, are at particular risk. For this reason, the Program translated 
poison-hemlock materials into 10 languages. Other steps taken in 2020 included the following:  

• Required agencies to control poison-
hemlock on public lands, including parks, 
schools, playgrounds, and along road 
rights-of-way. 

• Developed a new bilingual poison-hemlock 
warning postcard for residential sites. 

• Posted a bilingual blog alert on poison-
hemlock that was viewed over 1,400 times 
and a Facebook post reaching 466 people. 

• Received and responded to 149 poison-
hemlock reports through the King County 
Connect App and Program’s web form. 

• Used reports and surveys to develop a 
mailing list of 1,700 addresses to receive 
postcards in early spring 2021 (start of 
poison-hemlock growing season). 

• Partnered with a group of Spanish-speaking 
farmers in South Park on a poison-hemlock 
education campaign. 

Although the Program was not able to host in-person 
events due to COVID-19 restrictions, the Program was 
able to support residents in underserved and 
marginalized communities through other activities. 

• Controlled 41 noxious weed infestations for 
property owners who receive tax assistance or 
who are elderly, disabled, or experiencing 
economic hardship; 40 total acres controlled. 

• Hosted a Spanish-language webinar on tree 
care and noxious weeds in partnership with 
Garden Hotline and Seattle Public Utilities. 

• Reached out to schools in racially diverse and lower-income areas of the county to increase their 
awareness and use of a free education program on invasive plants. 

• Provided Spanish-language responses to noxious weed questions in Spanish received from members 
of the public.  

Poison-hemlock alert postcard in English and Spanish. 

Program-produced webinar taught in Spanish by Gonzalo Yepes, 
Owner-Operator, Colombian Gardens. 
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Invasive Plant Education in the Classroom 
Through a partnership with Nature Vision, the Noxious Weed 
Control Program provides free education on invasive plants to 
schools in King County. The classroom program, called Right 
Plant Right Place, provides age-appropriate and engaging 
content. Through classroom teaching and interactive activities, 
the students begin to understand the interactions of native and 
non-native plant species with each other and the environment as 
well as the roles they play in local ecosystems. There are 
versions for elementary, middle school, and high school, each 
designed to meet grade-level requirements and state standards.  

Nature Vision’s highly-trained environmental educators provide 
the program in classrooms upon request by teachers and it is 
available for free to any school in King County through the 
sponsorship of the Noxious Weed Control Program. For the 
2019/20 school year, the Program and Nature Vision reached out 
to schools in racially diverse and lower-income areas of the 
county to ensure teachers in those districts were aware of the 
opportunity.  

In 2020, before the COVID-19 school closures, the Right Plant 
Right Place curriculum was provided in 52 classrooms at nine 
different schools from five different school districts, reaching 
1,372 students.  

After the COVID-19 school closures, Nature Vision, with input and review from the Program, developed a 
week-long, self-directed curriculum on invasive plants with versions for K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12 grade students. 
Nature Vision distributed these packets to the Program’s focus schools in racially diverse and low-income 
areas, as well as promoting them through Facebook live events for teachers. In June and July, the packets 
were accessed over 300 times, and they are now available year-round for teachers to use. 

 

“Right Plant Right Place” Classroom Programs in 2020 

 
School 

 
City 

 
School District 

 
Grade 

Number of 
Classes 

Number of 
Students 

Olympic Middle School Auburn Auburn School District 8 10 290 
Lakeland Elementary Federal Way Federal Way Public Schools 4 3 80 
Rainier View Elementary Federal Way Federal Way Public Schools 4/5 3 83 

Kent Elementary Kent Kent School District 4 5 108 
Meadow Ridge Elementary Kent Kent School District 1 4 84 
Mill Creek Middle Kent Kent School District 7 15 450 
Neely-O'Brien Elementary Kent Kent School District 5 5 129 
Alcott Elementary Redmond Lake Washington School District 3 4 80 
Dunlap Elementary Seattle Seattle Public Schools 4/5 3 68 

  

Naturalist program in the classroom. Photo courtesy of 
Nature Vision. 
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Rising to the Challenges of 2020 
In a year of unprecedented challenges, Program employees and crews showed resilience, creativity, flexibility, 
and focus. As the pandemic worsened in the spring, with new county and state health directives including the 
transition to increased telework, and smoke from forest fires made outdoor work unsafe in the summer, staff 
quickly adjusted by developing safe field and office work practices and processes that allowed them to 
continue their crucial work. When in-person interactions were unsafe, employees continued to communicate 
with landowners and the public by phone, email, mail, and remote meetings. Everyone worked as part of a 
supportive team to adaptively problem-solve and innovate to maintain effectiveness and safety. Throughout the 
year, the disruptions were minimized by employees who were flexible and showed initiative in developing new 
ways to do work and stay strong as a team. In short, everyone wore masks and they got the work done.   

Noxious weed specialists Sara Price and 
Margaret Wagner. Photo by Sara Price. 

Noxious weed specialist Ashley Shattuck with 
phragmites stem. Photo by Maria Winkler. 

Aquatic weed specialist Ben Peterson at Lake 
Lucerne. Photo by Hap Person. 

Field assistant Gabriella Golzarian controlling 
lake weeds. Photo by Ben Peterson. 

Noxious weed specialist Maria Winkler masked 
and ready for work. Photo by Maria Winkler. 

WCC crew member with ricefield bulrush. 
Photo by Ben Peterson. 
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