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Introduction and Project Background
Fall City is a rural town in unincorporated King County located at the confluence of the Snoqualmie and
Raging rivers (Figure 1). Based on the 2010 census, the population within the study area is of
approximately 5,200. As a comparison, King County Elections identifies that there were 4,201 registered
voters within the Fall City Metropolitan Park District for the November 2017 election. King County has
had a long-standing interest in conservation and restoration in these river corridors which fall
geographically in and around Fall City. Over the past few decades, King County has acquired local land
for conservation, preservation and restoration with the following objectives:






reduce the risk of flooding;
advance healthy habitats for fish and wildlife;
increase opportunities for recreation;
create opportunities for healthy local food and a thriving agricultural economy; and
increase mobility, improve human health and reduce pollution.
Figure 1: Fall City Aerial View

In recent years, the Fall City community has expressed an interest in collaborating with King County to
better understand King County property acquisitions in and around Fall City. The main interests of the
community were:




how and why King County is acquiring properties;
what role the community plays in those acquisitions; and
to what degree the community will be consulted prior to the acquisition.

In July 2016, to identify how best to collaborate with the community, King County conducted initial
outreach in Fall City. King County staff interviewed community leaders and proposed leading a land
acquisition and management study to understand the community’s priorities and gauge the
community’s interest in participating in this effort. Resulting from feedback, a community engagement
process was developed.

Project Purpose and Objectives
The purpose of this project is to collaborate with Fall City leaders on a community stakeholder
engagement process focused on land acquisition and management in the Fall City area. The outcome of
this work will be to, collaboratively, develop a set of recommendations on land acquisition and
management in the Fall City area. The objectives of this project are listed below.
1. Present the King County Land Conservation Initiative (LCI), King County’s long-term plan for land
conservation countywide. The focus for this group were conservation lands within the boundary of
the Fall City Metropolitan Park District (FCMPD).
2. Understand the community’s interests in public land/facilities that overlap with the King County LCI
and/or other regional plans.
3. Establish potential future uses and corresponding operational and maintenance issues for
acquisitions/community investments.
4. Identify community outreach needs when King County Water and Land Resources Division (WLRD)
proposes to acquire land.
To achieve the project objectives there were four major tasks involved. They are as follows:
1. Identify community stakeholder group and invite participation (April 2017);
2. Host a series of community stakeholder group meetings to develop recommendations to achieve
project objectives (May 2017 to February 2018);
3. Develop a preliminary report highlighting community stakeholder group recommendations
(December 2017 to February 2018);
4. Finalize the land acquisition and strategy report (February to March 2018).

Project Outcomes
This report will summarize a series of recommendations and outcomes resulting from the efforts of the
community stakeholder group. The report includes the outcomes listed below.
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1. Agreed upon King County WLRD community outreach standard operating procedures when
seeking to acquire a property.
2. Land acquisition strategy showing:
 where King County currently owns property;
 potential future conservation acquisitions within the FCMPD boundary presented in the LCI;
and
 Fall City community’s priorities for public land and facilities, including types of uses, and
overlaps with the King County LCI interests.
3. General planning estimates for operational and maintenance issues for acquisitions/community
investments, where possible.

How will this report be used?
This report provides information about existing King County-owned lands and potential future
acquisitions. It presents recommendations collaboratively developed with the 2017 Fall City Community
Stakeholder group that can be used to further support or inform upcoming projects and plans in and
around the Fall City area. It recommends community outreach standard operating procedures, improved
maintenance of KC-owned properties and identifies overlaps between the King County LCI, King County’s
30-year land conservation plan, and community priorities.

Community Stakeholder Group
Based on the initial outreach completed in 2016, along with King County Community Service Area
Program staff, fifteen community stakeholder group representatives and alternates were identified and
invited to participate in this community process. A total of twelve representatives participated. These
were a diverse set of community members and leaders representing the following organizations and
groups:











Fall City Community Association
Fall City Metropolitan Park District
Raging River Conservation Group
Fire District 27
Snoqualmie Tribe
Fall City Business Representatives
Fall City Residents
Fall City Arts
Fall City Floating, LLC
Fall City Water District.

King County hosted eight, two-hour long meetings with the community stakeholder group. The date and
objectives of each meeting are listed in Table 1. Agendas for each of the meetings can be found in
Appendix A.

3|Page

Table 1: Community Stakeholder Group Meeting Objectives

#

Date

Objectives Achieved

1

May 3, 2017

1. Agreement on:
 Scope of project
 Project area
2. Discussed community hopes and vision

2

June 7, 2017

3

July 12, 2017

4

August 2, 2017

5

September 6,
2017
October 4, 2017

1. Discussed existing King County-owned properties
2. Identified community needs and interests
1. Assessed King County-owned properties including purpose of
acquisition and allowable uses
2. Revisited community interests/needs
1. Shared and discussed the Land Conservation Initiative
potential conservation acquisitions
2. Feedback survey with preliminary prioritization of community
needs/interests
1. Evaluation of community priorities
2. KC approach to public uses of KC-owned lands
1. Tax implications of land acquisitions
2. Improving community outreach
3. Partnering with KC on stewardship of properties
1. Revisit tax implications of land acquisitions
2. Confirmation of community priorities
3. Discussion of proposed community outreach procedures
4. Agreement on report structure
1. Preliminary Report and Recommendations Review

6

7

November 15,
2017

8

February 9, 2018

No.
Attendees
11

12
11

12

13
9

7

9

The geographic project boundary, which is the Fall City Metropolitan Park District (FCMPD) boundary, is
shown in orange on Figure 2.
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Figure 2: Project Boundary

Purpose of Land Acquisition and Funding
King County WLRD acquires property throughout the county for environmental management and capital
projects. Environmental management includes habitat recovery and restoration, agriculture, forestlands
and active and passive recreation. Capital projects include facilities, road right of way, levee setbacks,
and other infrastructure projects. Funding for these acquisitions come from many different sources
including external grants, rates, taxes or levies and other programs. Figure 3 provides a snapshot of the
purpose of land acquisition, which division or department acquires land and how King County may fund
these acquisitions (Note: there may be exceptions to what is shown in Figure 3). The source of funding
5|Page

for acquisitions plays an important role in determining the future use of the property. For example,
certain grant funds may require that the public have access to the land (i.e. Land and Water
Conservation Fund, etc.), while others may not.
Figure 3: King County Land Acquisition Portfolio (there may be exceptions to this graphic)
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Public Owned Property
Within the project area boundary (i.e. FCMPD), there are several hundred acres of lands in public
ownership. The owners include the State of Washington, King County, other cities and the FCMPD.
Table 2 shows the number of parcels and acres in public ownership within the project area. King County
owns 84 parcels encompassing approximately 718 of the total 1,589 acres.
Table 2: Public Ownership in the FCMPD

Owner
City of Snoqualmie
KC Parks
KC Property Services
KC River and Floodplain Management
KC Roads
KC Stormwater
Seattle Public Schools
State
Total
Farmland Preservation Easement

7|Page

# Parcels
6
33
6
21
7
20
2
35
130
8

Acres
41
464
2
127
128
17
132
843
1,754
369

Figure 4: Land Conservation and Public Ownership near Fall City

King County Land Conservation Initiative & Potential Future
Acquisitions
In March of 2016, King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) submitted the Land
Conservation Initiative Work Plan (LCI) to the King County Council and has subsequently been working
with an Advisory Group and cities to refine this plan (LCI link). This work plan proposes steps the County
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can take to conserve lands of high conservation value across King County, including land in the FCMPD.
Countywide, the LCI has a goal of conserving more than 65,000 acres of high conservation value lands in
fee or easement over the next thirty years. Acquisition in fee is defined as land that is acquired in its
entirety and King County owns it. Acquisition in easement leaves the land in private ownership while
protecting a portion of the site such as preserving a forest along a stream corridor.
During the August 2017 meeting, the LCI and potential conservation acquisitions in the FCMPD boundary
were presented to the Fall City Community Stakeholder Group. They had the opportunity to review and
provide input on potential LCI acquisitions including the type of acquisition, overall purpose and number
of acres to be acquired in fee or easement over the next 30-years. The Fall City Community Stakeholder
Group acknowledged the intention of the LCI and understood the value of preserving high-value
conservation lands. They also identified overlaps the LCI had with community needs/interests and
showed an interest in collaborating with the county as potential acquisitions move forward.
The potential future conservation acquisitions include the following categories of lands:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

agriculture;
flood risk reduction;
parks and forestry;
ecological; and
multi-objective.

Multi-objective parcels are those parcels that provide benefits to multiple conservation categories and
other potential benefits. The community stakeholder group encouraged King County to place a higher
priority on multi-objective acquisitions. A more detailed description of the conservation acquisition
objective of these lands and approximate acreage follows. Figure 5 shows the LCI map of potential
conservation acquisitions in fee and easement within the project boundary.
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Figure 5: LCI Potential Conservation Areas
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Agriculture Lands
King County has an interest in expanding the local food economy and improving access to healthy and
affordable food. There are existing programs to protect agricultural lands: 1) Farmland Preservation
Program and 2) designated Agriculture Production Districts. These programs are guided by the Local
Food Initiative. In the project boundary potential agriculture conservation parcels are approximately 300
acres in fee which are all multi-objective parcels and approximately 1,700 acres in easement (Table 3).
Table 3: Acreage of Agriculture Lands

Type
Agriculture Only
Multi-Objective
Total

Fee (~ acres)
0
300
300

Easement(~ acres)
1,000
700
1,700

River and Flood Risk Reduction Lands
King County River and Floodplain Management Section works closely with landowners and partners to
reduce the risks from flood and channel migration, to avoid or minimize environmental impacts of flood
hazard management and reduce long-term costs of flood hazard management. This work is guided by
the 2006 King County Flood Hazard Management Plan (updated 2013). Within the project boundary,
there are approximately 100 acres in fee which are all multi-objective parcels that also aim to reduce
flood risk. There are no parcels proposed for acquisition in easement (Table 4).
Table 4: Acreage of River & Flood Risk Reduction Lands

Type
Multi-Objective
Total

Fee (~ acres)
100
100

Easement(~ acres)
0
0

Parks and Forestry Lands
King County Parks Division acquires and manages lands for both parks and forests. The vision for parks is
to connect regional open space and natural lands in order to protect habitat important for fish and
wildlife and to provide recreation opportunities. In addition, King County Parks Division is committed to
improving regional trails and non-motorized mobility, ensuring that essential trail connections are
completed and existing trails are maintained. This body of work is guided by the Open Space Plan (2016)
and Regional Trail Needs Report (2016). Potential future conservation acquisitions for parks and trails in
fee total approximately 110 acres and in easement total about 130 acres.
King County Parks also has a long-standing interest in conserving forest land, primarily through
easements to protect forested lands from development and retain forested cover. King County Parks
manages county-owned forests to enhance ecological benefits, demonstrate forest management,
provide passive recreation and generate revenue. This vision for forest land is guided by the Open Space
Plan (2016) and the King County Comprehensive Plan (2016). Potential future conservation acquisitions
for forest land in easement total approximately 260 acres (none in fee) (see Table 5).
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Table 5: Acreage of Parks & Forestry Lands

Type
Parks/Trails Only
Forestry Only
Multi-Objective
Total

Fee (~ acres)
110
0
90
200

Easement(~ acres)
130
260
0
390

Ecological Lands
King County WLRD acquires lands with ecological value from willing landowners. Ecological land
conservation is guided by the Snohomish River Basin Salmon Conservation Plan (WRIA 7) (2007). Within
the plan, general guidance is provided at the river reach scale. This guidance influences King County
WLRD acquisition priorities in the Fall City area. Protection and restoration of Chinook salmon habitat
along the Snoqualmie, Raging and Tolt rivers are the highest priority actions in the Plan. Three of the top
five river reaches in the Snoqualmie River watershed are adjacent to Fall City. They are as follows:
1. Snoqualmie River between the Raging River confluence at Fall City and Patterson Creek
confluence;
2. Raging River – between the Snoqualmie River confluence at Fall City and Interstate 90;
3. Snoqualmie River –between the Raging River confluence at Fall City and Tokul Creek.
Acquisitions for ecological purposes are typically guided by four priorities:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Preserving high priority river reaches,
Reconnecting off channel habitats,
Restoring shoreline conditions and enhancing and
Restoring riparian areas within 150 feet of the river.

Potential future conservation acquisitions for ecological purposes make up the largest portion of
potential acquisitions within the project boundary. There are approximately 500 acres in fee and 1,200
acres in easement targeted for potential future acquisitions for conservation of ecological lands.
Table 6: Acreage of Ecological Lands

Type
Ecological Only
Multi-Objective
Total

Fee (~ acres)
510
400
910

Easement(~ acres)
1,200
720
1,920

Summary
Over the next thirty years, potential conservation lands make up approximately 1,130 acres acquired in
fee and 3,310 acres acquired in easement. These include both single-objective (one category of
conservation) and multi-objective (fulfill more than one conservation objective) land acquisitions.
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Figure 6: Potential Conservation Acquisition Distribution

Potential Conservation Acquisition Distribution
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Tax Impacts Analysis
The Fall City Community Stakeholder Group sought to better understand how acquisition of potential
conservation properties highlighted in the LCI will impact the Fall City Fire and Park District’s source of
property tax revenue. The King County Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget (PSB) conducted an
impacts analysis to identify what, if any, impacts potential conservation acquisitions might be.
The following table shows the projected impact of the LCI on the total assessed property values of the
Fall City Metropolitan Park District and Fire District #27, based on the following assumptions.





All properties identified in the Fall City Area are within both districts.
Of the properties currently protected by Current Use Taxation (CUT), 45 percent will remain
protected through this manner and will not be acquired through LCI.
The properties will be acquired at an even rate over 30 years.
To be consistent with the LCI, the forecast assumptions of property value growth are from the
August 2017 Office of Economic Forecast and Analysis (OEFA).

Fire Dist. #27Fall City

Table 7: Tax Impacts Analysis

2017

2019

2028

2038

2048

Estimated total assessed
property values (without LCI)

$1.28 B

$1.54 B

$2.20 B

$3.10 B

$4.38 B

Estimated total assessed
property values (with LCI)

$1.28 B

$1.54 B

$2.15 B

$2.98 B

$4.13 B
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Estimated Levy Rate (with LCI)
(Per $1000 Assessed Value)

$1.405

Fall City Metro Park

Estimated impact on the levy
rate

$1.204

$0.973

$0.803

$0.663

$0.003

$0.020

$0.033

$0.040

Estimated total assessed
property values (without LCI)

$1.15 B

$1.39 B

$1.99 B

$2.82 B

$3.99 B

Estimated total assessed
property values (with LCI)

$1.15 B

$1.38 B

$1.94 B

$2.69 B

$3.74 B

Estimated Levy Rate (with LCI)
(Per $1000 Assessed Value)

$0.091

$0.078

$0.064

$0.054

$0.046

$0.000

$0.003

$0.005

$0.006

Estimated impact on the levy
rate

Due to the statutory limitations of the growth of the values of the levies (1 percent plus the cost of new
construction) and the projected growth in the properties values, the estimated impact of the LCI on the
levy rate is minimal. For example, in 2048, the Fire District is expected to have $250 million less in
property values due to the LCI, which will impact the District’s levy by 4 cents (which equates to
approximately $18 for a $450,000 home).

Fall City Community Interests
One of the objectives of this project was to better understand the Fall City community’s interest in
public lands and facilities and determine if there are any overlaps with King County interests and
potential future acquisitions. During the stakeholder group meetings in the summer of 2017, the Fall
City Community Stakeholder Group developed a preliminary list of community interests. Table 8 shows
the list of identified community interests (not in order of priority).
Table 8: Fall City Community Interests

Fall City Community Interests
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

River Access for Safety at Fish Hatchery Road & Plum Boat Launch
Community Center including basketball courts, wading pool, classes, skate park, playground,
pool, pickle ball court, meeting space
Piano Ranch to Fall City Downtown Trail
Raging River Trail (328th Way SE to Preston-Snoqualmie Trail)
Preston-Snoqualmie Trail to Fall City via Lake Alice Trailhead
Safe Road Crossings for Trails
Downtown Revitalization
Public Restroom in Downtown
Affordable Housing
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Fall City Community Interests
10
11
12
13
14
15

Location for a Farmer’s Market
Resurface Roads in Fall City
Weight Limits on Roads with Truck Traffic Issues
Pedestrian Bridge: Connect Olive Taylor Quigley Park to Fall City Community Park
Pedestrian Bridge: Across Preston-Fall City Road
Improved Crosswalks and Lighting

In August 2017, a feedback survey was conducted with the community stakeholder group and the
project mailing list to help prioritize community interests in order to evaluate these interests in greater
detail. In addition, the group was asked to identify those community interests that did not have a strong
link with the objectives of this project. This survey was completed by a total of 12 respondents. Ten
respondents were members of the stakeholder group member and two were interested parties or
partner organizations. The survey also shows those community interests that the community
stakeholder group identified as not having a strong link to the objectives of this project. Results of the
survey were presented to the Fall City Community Stakeholder group during the September 2017
community stakeholder meeting. Table 9 shows the prioritized list of community interests based on this
survey. More details on the feedback survey questions and results can be found in Appendix B.
Table 9: Prioritized Community Interest

Prioritization
Number
1
2

3

4
5*

Community Interest
Downtown Revitalization
Community Center
Raging River Trail (328th Way SE to Preston-Snoqualmie Trail)
Safe Road Crossings for Trails*
River access for safety @ Fish Hatchery Road & Plum Boat
Launch
Public Restroom in Downtown
Piano Ranch to Fall City Downtown Trail
Preston-Snoqualmie Trail to Fall City via Lake Alice Trailhead
Improved Crosswalks and Lighting*
Weight Limits on Roads with Truck Traffic Issues*
Affordable Housing*
Resurface Roads in Fall City*
Pedestrian Bridge: Across Preston-Fall City Road*
Location for a Farmer’s Market*
Pedestrian Bridge: Connect Downtown Fall City (Olive Taylor
Quigley Park) to Fall City Community Park*

*Note: identified as not having a strong link to the objectives of this project or unable to
address interest in the project scope.
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To evaluate the priorities, project staff grouped the highest ranking priorities into four categories and
brought this to the community stakeholder group (see Table 10). Stakeholder group members selected
one of the four categories they were interested in and analyzed that priority to determine the purpose,
types of uses and location of the community priority and LCI conservation properties.
Table 10- Categories of Priorities

No.
1
2

Community Interest

Community Center
Trails and Safety
o Raging River Trail (328th Way SE to Preston-Snoqualmie
Trail)
o Safe road crossings for trails
o Piano Ranch to Fall City Downtown Trail
o Lake Alice Trail Connector to Preston- Snoqualmie Trail
3
Downtown Revitalization
o Public restroom in downtown
o Improved crosswalks and lighting
o Wastewater Treatment Facility*
4
River Access & Improvements
o River access for safety @ Fish Hatchery Road & Plum
Boat Launch
*added by community as a part of downtown revitalization

The community interests that were not at the top of the priority list for this project or outside the
objectives of this project are listed in Table 11. These community interests should be considered when
the Snoqualmie Subarea planning, including Fall City, or other community planning process begins. At
this time, the subarea planning process timeline is on hold until King County’s subarea planning process
is restructured.
Table 11: Community Interests outside Project Objectives

Fall City Community Interests Outside of Project
Objectives
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
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Public Restroom in Downtown
Affordable Housing
Location for a Farmer’s Market
Resurface Roads in Fall City
Weight Limits on Roads with Truck Traffic Issues
Pedestrian Bridge: Connect Olive Taylor Quigley Park to Fall
City Community Park
Pedestrian Bridge: Across Preston-Fall City Road
Safe road crossings for trails
Improved crosswalks and lighting

Recommendations
This report provides details on the LCI, King County’s long term plan for conservation acquisitions within
the boundary of the FCMPD and it identifies how the LCI supports achieving the Fall City community
priorities that are within the scope of this project. The main recommendations from the community are
listed below with further descriptions based on the stakeholder group analysis in the next section.
1. Community Outreach Protocols: Improve community outreach protocols so that the Fall City
community is informed of upcoming land acquisition (i.e. upcoming grant submittals).
2. Maintenance of King County Properties: Increase maintenance on King County-owned properties
and when identified by community.
3. River Access & Improvements: Increase points of access on the Snoqualmie River to improve safety
of river users.
4. Community Center: Preserve a building for a Fall City community center on a property identified in
the Land Conservation Initiative such as one on the Twin Rivers Golf Course.
5. Trails & Safety: Increase mobility by making trail connections and non-motorized access in and
around the Fall City area.
6. Downtown Revitalization: Consider how to revitalize the downtown area and create a cohesive
vision for the future of the downtown corridor.

Community Outreach Protocols
Recommendation: Improve community outreach protocols so that the Fall City community is
informed of upcoming land acquisition (i.e. upcoming grant submittals).
An objective of this project was to work with the Fall City Community Stakeholder Group to understand
community needs are related to land acquisition outreach protocols. In addition, to determine what
improvements can be made to existing outreach protocols to improve WLRD customer service
associated with land acquisition. The group identified a series of community outreach needs:
1. Ensure community is involved at the beginning of a land acquisition project;
2. Engage the community prior to submittal of a grant to provide the opportunity for community to
influence project/plan;
3. Include how a project positively/negatively impacts FC community;
4. Identify a communications protocol when an unusual circumstances occurs leading to an acquisition.
King County WLRD has a typical community outreach process associated with projects that often occur
over the span of several years (see Figure 7). There are points in this process where WLRD can adjust
and improve outreach protocols to address some of the needs that the Fall City Community Stakeholder
Group identified. In particular, there is an opportunity for increased outreach when WLRD is in the
process of gathering and securing funding sources to acquire land (see blue star on Figure 7). To address
this, WLRD will do the following:
1. Create a Fall City GovDelivery list with all updates related to Fall City;
2. Share grant submittals related to acquisition at an FCCA or unique meeting.
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Figure 7: WLRD Outreach Process for Acquisitions and Risk Reduction

Fall City GovDelivery List
GovDelivery is digital communications platform that King County uses to inform and engage King County
residents mainly through email or texts. For purposes of this project WLRD will use this to provide
information to those who subscribe to the Fall City GovDelivery list created from this project. The
information relayed could be:




Project updates;
Upcoming projects/acquisitions; and
Grant applications.

The frequency of the WLRD Fall City GovDelivery updates from would be at minimum quarterly and on
an as needed basis if there is an unusual circumstance leading to an acquisition.
Land Acquisition Annual Meeting
WLRD will share grants submittals once per year at either one of the monthly FCCA or a unique meeting
set up expressly for this purpose. The information that will be included at this meeting will include:




Grant submittals in the project boundary (FCMPD);
Projected plans for the site in question; and
Overall project impacts to community.

Improved Maintenance on King-County Owned Properties
Recommendation: Increase maintenance on King County-owned properties and when identified by
community.
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The Fall City community stakeholder group recommended that additional maintenance be conducted at
specific King-County owned properties. WLRD staff addressed these maintenance issues when alerted to
them. In the future, there will be an opportunity at the Land Acquisition Annual Meeting for the
community to identify maintenance issues related to King County owned properties. WLRD will keep the
community updated on these identified issues via the GovDelivery list if there is a need.

Community Priority Areas
River Access & Improvements: Safety at Fish Hatchery Road & Plum Boat Launch
Recommendation: Increase points of access on the Snoqualmie River to improve safety of river
users.
PURPOSE: There are two existing boat launches/ramps (Plum and Zurfleuh) for recreation and safety on
the Snoqualmie River. To provide improved safety access at key locations, new boat launches between
Plum and Zurfleuh Boat Launch.
LOCATION: multiple locations (see Figure 8)
TYPES OF USES:
o
o

Public safety: safety boat access, public exit and emergency services
Recreation: fishing, rafting and boating

OTHER SPECIFICATIONS: The boat launches/ramps should be comparable to Plum and Zurfleuh boat
launches.
KC/COMMUNITY ALIGNMENT: King County currently owns property where one of the new boat
launches is being proposed (Piano Ranch). The other proposed locations are listed as potential
conservation acquisitions in the LCI.
SUPPORTING PLANS/INITIATIVES: King County LCI
MAINTENANCE & OPERATIONAL OBLIGATIONS: Zurfleuh and Plum Boat launches together cost
approximately $6,000 to $6,500/year for Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife to maintain and
operate. Based on this, the assumed maintenance & operational obligations would be approximately
$3,000/year for a new boat launch.
NEXT STEPS: Add the potential new safety boat launch/ramp locations to LCI as multi-objective
acquisitions (COMPLETED).
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Figure 8: River Safety Issues and Boat Launches

Existing Boat
Launch
Safety Issues
Potential New
Safety Boat
Launch
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Community Center
Recommendation: Preserve a building for a Fall City community center on a property identified in
the Land Conservation Initiative such as one on the Twin Rivers Golf Course.
PURPOSE: The Fall City community has a long-standing interest in finding a location for a community
center that would provide meeting rooms and multiple office space for the Fall City Community
Association, FC Historical Society and other Fall City Community Partners.
LOCATION: Twin River Golf Course Clubhouse (Figure 9) (Alternative potential location: Stevens parcel on
southwest corner of 332 and SR 202 intersection)
TYPES OF USES:





Meetings and office space for community partners
Storage (i.e. Fall City Days materials)
Emergency shelter
Sports activities (location dependent)

OTHER SPECIFICATIONS:






Visible space to counter negative activity
Safe walking distance from town
Parking for fifty cars
At least one meeting space larger than Library and Fire Station
Kitchen

KC/COMMUNITY ALIGNMENT: The primary community center location is listed as a potential
conservation acquisition in the LCI.
SUPPORTING PLANS/INITIATIVES: King County LCI
MAINTENANCE & OPERATIONAL OBLIGATIONS: At this time, there is no directly comparable property to
estimate maintenance and operational obligations for this location. However, the Preston Community
Center has maintenance and operating costs averaging $89,000 to 100,000/year and generates
approximately $44,000 to $50,000/year of revenue which the remaining maintenance and operating
costs paid for by the King County Parks Levy.
NEXT STEPS/OTHER INFORMATION: Identify funding sources for potential community center building
acquisition. The King County Community Partnerships and Grants (CPG) Program works with
organizations to construct, develop, program and/or maintain new or enhanced public recreation
facilities on King County-owned lands. Acquisition of the building must be funded from sources outside
of Conservation Futures Tax, which may be one of the funding sources for the LCI.
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Figure 9: Potential Fall City Community Center Location
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Trails and Safety
Recommendation: Increase mobility by making trail connections and nonmotorized access in and
around the Fall City area.

Raging River Trail
PURPOSE: This is a key linkage to regional trails connecting the Preston-Snoqualmie Trail to downtown
Fall City
LOCATION: 328th to Preston-Fall City Trial (see orange lines on Figure 10)
TYPES OF USES: Multi-use, nonmotorized trail (walking, biking, horse)
KC/COMMUNITY ALIGNMENT:



Option A & B: potential conservation acquisitions fall along both of these alignments
Option C: follows road right of way alignments; road markings and signage would be needed

SUPPORTING PLANS/INITIATIVES: LCI, Fall City Trails Feasibility Study, Regional Trail Needs Report
MAINTENANCE & OPERATIONAL OBLIGATIONS: Not available
NEXT STEPS:
1. Add the potential trail alignment properties to LCI as multi-objective acquisitions (COMPLETED).
2. Include these trail segments in future trails planning process.
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Figure 10: Raging River Trail Options
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Preston-Snoqualmie Trail to Fall City via Lake Alice Trailhead
PURPOSE: This trail connection provides a critical trail connection from Snoqualmie Valley to the
Preston-Snoqualmie Trail which allows for an eastern connection to Fall City and access to and from
Snoqualmie Ridge. In addition, it provides access to Fall City from Preston-Fall City Road
LOCATION: Lake Alice Trailhead to Downtown Fall City (see orange lines on Figure 11)
TYPES OF USES: Multi-use, nonmotorized trail (walking, biking)
KC/COMMUNITY ALIGNMENT: Potential conservation acquisitions fall along alignment A & B
alignments.
SUPPORTING PLANS/INITIATIVES: LCI, Fall City Trails Feasibility Study
MAINTENANCE & OPERATIONAL OBLIGATIONS: Not available
NEXT STEPS:
1. Add acquisition easements to LCI for trail corridor (COMPLETED but not shown in Figure 11).
2. Include these trail segments in future trails planning process.
Figure 11: Preston-Snoqualmie Trail to Fall City via Lake Alice Trailhead Options
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Piano Ranch to Downtown Fall City
PURPOSE: This out and back trail provides passive recreation along and a unique connection to the
Snoqualmie River.
LOCATION: Follows the left bank of the Snoqualmie River on the levee (see blue line on Figure 11). The
alignment of this trail may be changed in the future due to a future restoration project at this site.
TYPES OF USES: Multi-use, nonmotorized trail (hiking, walking, biking)
OTHER SPECIFICATIONS: picnic shelter, nature viewpoint
KC/COMMUNITY ALIGNMENT: King County owns two parcels along this trail alignment. The remaining
parcels along this alignment are potential conservation parcels currently in the LCI.
SUPPORTING PLANS/INITIATIVES: LCI, WRIA 7 Habitat Plan
MAINTENANCE & OPERATIONAL OBLIGATIONS: Not available
NEXT STEPS:
1. Add the potential trail alignment properties to LCI as multi-objective acquisitions (COMPLETED).
2. Include these trail segments in future trails planning process.
Figure 12: Piano Ranch to Fall City Trail

26 | P a g e

Snoqualmie Valley Trail to Fall City Park
PURPOSE: This trail connects the Snoqualmie Valley Trail to Fall City Park. The trail easement would
allow King County Parks to construct a trail connection across a property, allowing trail users to park at
the Fall City Park parking lot and travel north to a pedestrian crossing across SR 203 and then use SE 39th
Pl to access the Snoqualmie Valley Trail.
LOCATION: SR 203 on private parcel north of Fall City Park (see Figure 13)
TYPES OF USES: Multi-use, nonmotorized trail (hiking, walking, biking)
KC/COMMUNITY ALIGNMENT: King County Parks is pursuing the purchase of a trail easement, through a
parcel in Fall City near Fall City Park.
SUPPORTING PLANS/INITIATIVES: KC Farmland Preservation Program; Fall City Trail Feasibility Study
(2001).
MAINTENANCE & OPERATIONAL OBLIGATIONS: Not available
NEXT STEPS: KC applied for Conservation Futures Tax funding with the KC Farmland Preservation
Program across the parcel where the easement is needed (COMPLETED). Funding awards will be decided
upon later in 2018.
Figure 13: Snoqualmie Valley Trail to Fall City Park Easement
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Downtown Revitalization
Recommendation: Consider how to revitalize the downtown area and create a cohesive vision for
the future of the downtown corridor.
PURPOSE: Revitalize the downtown corridor in Fall City to provide basic goods/services for community
and those passing through, community gathering opportunities (brewery, winery, coffee shop) and an
inviting center of gravity for the community. Improve infrastructure to support revitalization and
economic development:





Wastewater treatment facility
Public restroom in downtown
Better crosswalks and lighting
Affordable mix of housing (i.e. mixed use, duplex).

LOCATION: Area as designated by the subarea plan (see Figure 14)
TYPES OF USES: There is an interest in having a diversity of businesses and a potential to have a mix of
housing (rentals, duplexes, etc.)
OTHER SPECIFICATIONS/INFORMATION: The community identified that the main obstacles with
downtown revitalization is the lack of adequate wastewater treatment and lack of a cohesive vision for
the community. The community also indicated that it would be beneficial to have increased local
services through a collaborative partnership with King County.
KC/COMMUNITY ALIGNMENT: Not applicable
SUPPORTING PLANS/INITIATIVES: Fall City Subarea Plan Update (2012); King County The Wastewater
Treatment Division (WTD) is providing technical support for the development of alternatives to address
wastewater management issues associated with the Fall City Business District.
MAINTENANCE & OPERATIONAL OBLIGATIONS: Not applicable
NEXT STEPS: Include this information in future Fall City planning processes. In particular, analyze
existing design standards for clarity and ensure that related clear, design standards are incorporated
into future design-related processes.
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Figure 14: Fall City Downtown Business District

Conclusion
This report captures King County’s long-term interests in land conservation (LCI) in and around the Fall
City area and the Fall City community stakeholder group’s interest in public land and facilities. It
provides recommendations for the top community priorities and how they overlap with potential
conservation lands identified in the LCI. It also defines standard operating procedures for community
outreach related to land acquisition to be implemented by WLRD. We are thankful to the Fall City
Community Stakeholders through this process who have worked hard over ten months to provide
valuable input and recommendations.
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