
Objective: Evaluate juvenile salmon habitat use across the Bear Creek 
watershed based on differences in relative abundance.  

Bear Creek Watershed Juvenile Salmon Habitat Utilization 

Catch Per Seconds Fished: a ratio of the number of fish caught in a habitat type 
compared to the number of seconds that habitat type was electrofished.   
 
Habitat Codes: SC = side-channel;  BW = backwater; TM = tributary mouth; DDP = 
debris dammed pool;  LSP = lateral scour pool;  MCSP = mid-channel scour pool; 
NTG = non-turbulent glide; NTR = non-turbulent run;  TR = turbulent riffle 
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Results: Juvenile Chinook were primarily found 
from February to April with the majority being 
observed in Cottage Lake Creek. Chinook used a 
suite of habitat types across each month. Juvenile 
Chinook observed early in the year (February-
March) were primarily found in slow water 
habitats including side-channels, backwaters, and 
runs. Juvenile Chinook observed later in spring 
(April-June) were found in slow and fast water 
habitats including side-channels, pools, glides, 
runs, and tributary mouths. 

Juvenile sub-yearling Coho (hatched during the present year) were found in slow 
and fast water habitats including backwaters, tributary mouths, and riffles. Juvenile 
yearling Coho (hatched during the previous year) were found in slow and fast water 
habitats including backwaters, pools, runs, and riffles. 

Juvenile Chinook Habitat Use 
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Habitat Mapping Electrofishing 

Integrating juvenile salmon habitat use patterns with existing habitat conditions can 
help to guide conservation strategies aimed at improving salmon rearing habitats. 

Methods: Characterized and mapped instream habitat types; sampled habitat 
types for juvenile salmon using electrofishing (using a weak electrical field to 
immobilize fish for capture and identification); sampled habitat types monthly 
from February to June; compared relative catch (the number of fish caught per 
seconds fished) across habitat types and months. 


