Attachment 2:
Project Descriptions of DNRP's 2015 Parks Levy - Regional Open Space Acquisition Proposals

WRIA 8: Ravensdale Retreat Natural Area Addition (lngrid Lundin, Parks)
**REQUESTING ONLY PARKS LEVY**
PL Request
CFT Request
(CFT match stotus)
Subtotal: CFT + PL Request
Total Proiect Cost
F utt dìttg Alreo dv S ec ured

Additiond Fundins S o usht
Will current fundíng request

$150,000
$0
(N/A)
$150,000
$150,000

None
None
Yes

al low proi e ct connl etio tt?

Project Descripliort: Acquire 7.S9-acre ¡rarcel connecting Ravensdale Retreat Natural Area rvith
Sheriffs OfficelKing County Sports Park parcel. Parcel is being surplused by Roads,

therefore acquisition rvould retain site in King County inventory.
1. OPEN SPACE RESOURCES

A.

Wildlife hsbitat or rare plurît reserve

While not the priniary purpose of this acquisition, this does provide a link between Ravensdale Retreat
Natural Area and the 616-acre Sheriff s parcel. More broadly, this corridor links the many thousands of
acres of forest land on Ravensdale Ridge to the south with the 90,000-acre Cedar River Watelshed to the
north. Wildlife anticipated to use these areas include large mammals such as deer, elk, bear and cougar;
smaller manmals such as coyote, bobcat; and birds and anrphibians. Protected land coridors linking
these lalge forests are irnpoftant to preserve opportunity fol wildlife rnoverlent and connectivity.
Many of the other parcels along Kent-Kangley Road are sniall developed residential lots. There is alarge
tract under one owner of up to 150 acres just noúh of Ravensdale Retreat Natural Area is anticipated to be
developed under RA-10 zoning in the next several years. Even narrow conidors of plotected land may
contribute to wildlife habitat connectivity in the face of sunounding development.

G.

Park/open spoce or naturol corridor additiott

This adds directly to Ravensdale Retteat Natul'al Area. However it provides a broader connection between
tlrree adjacent King CountSr-orvned lands: 42-aqe \avensdale Park, 138-acre Ravensdale-Retreat Natural
Area and 616-acre King County Sheriff s Shooting/Sports Park.
Tliough we don't krow the future of the Sherifls parcel, it could be a Parks acquisition in the future. Tlie
communit¡r has long had interest in the Sheriff s parcel for its equestrian liding and trails connections, the
Sherifls parcel borders the Cedal River Watershed as well.

H.

Passiverecreutiottopportunity/uttnrctneeds

Again, this would provide a direct trail connection between Ravensdale Retreat Natural Area and the
Sheriffls parcel, both culrently used for tlails. Parks contacted a tlaffic engineer and there is good site
distance at this point fol a crossing across Kent Kangley Road.
Depending on planning for the area and future trail use, thele is a possibility it could be used fol palking
(though if SheLiffls Office palcel is evel added to Palks inventory it is a more lil<ely candidate for

parking).
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As shown on the "Alea Mup," a regional trail conidor may be built irr future years to comect Landsbulg
with Kanaskat. The ideal colridor would run fi'om the Cedar River Trail tenlinus at Landsburg, througl-r
the southenr edge of the Cedal River Watershed, through the Slieriff s Parcel, and east through a planned
development to Sugarloaf Mountain Forest. While this small parcel is not on planned trail route, it could
plovide a connectoL for local riders to reach the regional tlail ifever developed.
2.

ADDITIONAL FACTORS

B.

Threat ofloss ofopen space resources

Retaining this parcel in public ownership would provide a parcel through which to run trails connectirrg
Ravensdale Retreat Natural Area and the Sheriff s parcel. Adjacent 292"d Ave SE is a public road so
visitors would be legally able to ride there to access the Sheriff s property, but we would prefer to offer a
safer and mole aesthetic riding experience on trails through this palcel.

C.

Owners

ltip conry lexìty/willing s eller(s)/ownersltip Ínterest proposed

King County Roads has declared this site surplus to their needs. King County Parks has expressed an
intent to purchase. Ideally, Roads would like to sell this palcel within the next year'; if unable to secure the
funds in 2015, they would likely be willing to wait an additional year for the purchase.

E.

Is tlte property identi!ìed in an adopted park, open spøce, contprehensive, or conmuniE pløn?

Both the Cornp Plan and the Park Plan contain policies that direct acquisition, planning, and stewardship
of KC Parks. The acquisition of these parcels is consistent with the following policy direction:

¡
.

Be a "regional provider of open spctces with a ruajor focus on Ð)stenls of open space coruidors that conserve
natural resources and provide recreation, education and interpretive opporhmities, fish and wildlife habitat
and scenic beaut1t." (Park Plan Policy G-101)
Emphasize acquisition and development of sites that plovide for multiple benefits (Park Plan Policy CIP-120)

This parcel is identified as a connection in the Friends of Rock Creek Valley Conservation Plan (2004),
funded by a National Park Service planning grant.

Parcels included tu scope: 322207-9037 (7.59 ac)

Marclr 13,2014
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Ravensdale Retreat NA Addition
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