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Lake Sammamish 
KOKANEE SALMON 

RECOVERY
Conservation organizations continue working 
on protecting and restoring habitat, conducting 
scientific studies and raising awareness in the 
local community. These long-term efforts will 
give the kokanee a chance to thrive and maintain 
a sustainable population. Future recovery 
actions include:
      Replace culverts to improve fish passage
      Restore streams to improve habitat conditions
      Restore natural shorelines of Lake Sammamish
      Protect stream habitat and upstream areas
      Build community support for kokanee recovery

PERRY FALCONE 
Lake Sammamish Kokanee Work Group   
      perry.falcone@kingcounty.gov  
      206-477-4689
      kingcounty.gov/kokanee

YOU CAN HELP BRING 
KOKANEE BACK!

CONTACT

LONG-TERM 
RECOVERY ACTIONS

VOLUNTEER AT A HABITAT 
RESTORATION PROJECT 
Help the Snoqualmie Tribe, Trout Unlimited, 
Mid Sound Fisheries Enhancement Group, 
Green Issaquah Partnership and Mountains 
to Sound Greenway improve kokanee habitat.

VOLUNTEER WEBSITES 
facebook.com/snoqualmieindiantribe 
tu-bi.org 
midsoundfisheries.org/engage/volunteer  
issaquahwa.gov/greenissaquah 
mtsgreenway.org/get-involved/volunteer 

PLANT NATIVE PLANTS AND TREES 
ON YOUR PROPERTY 
Use a native plant guide to ecologically enhance 
your property: www.kingcounty.gov/gonative. 

AVOID POLLUTING FERTILIZERS 
Don’t use quick release fertilizers on 
your property. If you need to fertilize your lawn, 
be sure it is organic, phosphate-free fertilizer.

SHARE THE SPAWNING GROUNDS FILM
 Visit spawninggroundsfilm.org 
 and share the film with 
 family and friends.

1 - Prevent extinction of kokanee
 - Rebuild a healthy kokanee population
3 - Support a future sustainable kokanee fishery

RECOVERY GOALS
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WHAT IS A kokanee?
Kokanee salmon are native to the Lake 
Sammamish and Lake Washington watersheds 
but now spawn in only a few streams that feed 
into Lake Sammamish. Unlike their larger relative 
the sockeye salmon, kokanee do not go out to 
the ocean but spend their entire lifecycle in 
fresh water. They migrate from streams as 
inch-long fry and spend two to four years in 
Lake Sammamish before returning to their natal 
streams to spawn in the late fall and early winter. 
Lake Sammamish kokanee are one of the only 
two native and genetically unique kokanee 
populations in Puget Sound. 

WHy are kokanee important?
Kokanee have a rich history as a food and 
cultural resource for native peoples, specifically 
the Snoqualmie People in this region. 
Based on historic records and oral history, 
Lake Sammamish kokanee were an important 
resource for tribal members and supported 
a large regional fishery. Kokanee were once 
found in tributaries to Lake Washington, 
the Sammamish River, and the Lake Sammamish 
watershed. Today, they are only found in 
Lake Sammamish and primarily three streams. 

WHat is the problem 
with kokanee?

The Lake Sammamish kokanee salmon population 
is verging on extinction. This population once 
numbered in the tens of thousands of fish. 
Since 2016 the number of returning adult 
spawners has dipped below 300 fish. Causes of 
this decline are currently understood to include 
altered stream flows, past hatchery practices, 
habitat degradation, predation, disease, past 
fishing pressure, fish passage barriers, and 
Lake Sammamish elevated temperature and 
poor dissolved oxygen levels.

Following the severe decline of returning kokanee, 
the Lake Sammamish Kokanee Work Group 
recommended a series of emergency actions to 
protect kokanee genetics, start a conservation 
hatchery and improve kokanee survival. These 
short-term actions were fully implemented in 2019. 

KOKANEE EMERGENCY ACTIONS

SEVERE DECLINE IN NUMBER OF RETURNING 
ADULT KOKANEE
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