
 

 
 
Live Telephone Survey 
King County 
Voters 
EMC Research #16-6262 
FINAL 12/15/16 
n=500, 15 minutes 

GREETING: Hello, my name is ________, may I speak with (NAME ON LIST)? 
INTERVIEWER: NOL ONLY 
INTRO: Hello, my name is ________, and I'm conducting a survey for __________ to find out how people feel 
about issues in King County. We are not trying to sell anything, and are collecting this information on a 
scientific basis and none of your responses can be traced back to you individually. 

1. Geography (FROM SAMPLE) 
1. Seattle/North King 
2. East King 
3. South King 

2. Are you registered to vote at your current home address? 
1. Yes 
2. No/(Don’t Know/Refused)  TERMINATE 

3. Do you feel that things in your area are generally going in the right direction or do you feel things 
have gotten pretty seriously off on the wrong track? 

1. Right Direction 
2. Wrong Track 
3. (Don't Know/Refused) 

4. In your opinion, what is the most important priority in the area today? (OPEN END, RECORD 
VERBATIM RESPONSE, ACCEPT ONE RESPONSE ONLY) 

5INT. Now I’m going to read you a list of environmental issues in the area that could be funded with public 
funding. I would like to know how high of a priority it is to you to use public funding for that issue. Please use 
a scale of one to seven, where one means it is not at all a priority to fund and seven is a very high priority to 
fund. You can use any number from one to seven. 
BEFORE EACH: The (first/next) one is… 
(IF NEEDED: On a scale of one to seven, where one is not at all a priority and seven is a very high priority , 
how much of a priority is it to you to use public funding for that issue?) 

(RANDOMIZE) 

SCALE: 

1. 1 – Not at all a priority to fund 
2. 2 
3. 3 
4. 4 
5. 5 
6. 6 
7. 7 – Very high priority to fund 
8. (Don't Know/Refused) 

(RANDOMIZE) 
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5. Protecting Puget Sound and lakes, rivers, and wetlands from polluted stormwater runoff 

6. Protecting open space from development 

7. Creating access to green spaces in urban areas 

8. Helping restore natural salmon runs  

9. Expanding and enhancing trails that provide opportunities for recreation and transportation  

10. Improving air quality 

11. Protecting agricultural lands and urban farms that provide local fresh food 

12. Protecting recreational lands and parks 

13. Protecting urban and rural forest lands  

14. Protecting habitats that are critical for plant and animal biodiversity 

15. Lessening the impact of climate change 

16. Restoring habitat and improving access on publicly owned lands 

17. Ensuring that marginalized and low income communities share in our environmental progress 

(END RANDOMIZE) 

18. King County, with cities, is developing a plan to fund the conservation and preservation of all of the 
remaining high community and conservation value open spaces in both rural and urban spaces in 
King County. This plan would protect, improve and provide access to natural lands, parks, river 
corridors, urban green space, forests and farmland to ensure clean air, healthy water, sustainable 
forests, biodiversity, recreation, and to ensure our region is more resilient in the face of climate 
change. 
Would you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose this plan? 

1. Strongly support 
2. Somewhat support 
3. Somewhat oppose 
4. Strongly oppose 
5. (Don’t know) 
6. (Refused) 

19INT. Now I’m going to read you some information about this land conservation plan. After each statement 
please tell me if that information is very important, somewhat important, or not important to you. If it makes 
no difference, please just say so.  
(AFTER EACH QUESTION, AS NEEDED: … Is that information about the plan very important, somewhat 
important, or not important to you?) 

SCALE: 

1. Very important 
2. Somewhat important 
3. Not important 
4. Makes no difference 
5. (Don't know/Refused) 

(RANDOMIZE) 

19. (PROTECT AGAINST CLIMATE CHANGE) Climate change is happening. We have a unique opportunity 
with this land conservation plan to protect our environment here in King County and lessen the 
impacts of climate change on us. 

20. (COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE) From Puget Sound, through a thriving green metropolis with urban 
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parks, to quiet rural communities, abundant farms, and our working forests we are lucky to be in a 
place people want to live and work. If put into place, this land conservation plan ensures we will 
continue to have a great quality life across the region. 

21. (PROTECT FOOD SOURCES) Local food supports a healthy environment and healthy people. This land 
conservation plan will protect local food, farmland and urban farms in King County. 

22. (NATURAL RIVERS, SALMON, PUGET SOUND). Putting this land conservation plan into place will 
protect our rivers, and the salmon and people that depend on them. 

23. (TRAILS) Putting this land conservation plan into place will further expand and connect our trail 
network, serving commuters and outdoor recreation-seekers alike.  

24. (PROTECT HABITAT AND BIODIVERSITY) Eastern King county is home to animal like elk, martin, and 
dozens of other species. Putting this land conservation plan into place will make sure we protect 
their habitat for years to come. 

25. (GROW SMART/PROTECT GREENSPACE) As our population grows rapidly, we have one shot to 
protect urban greenspaces and natural areas from being taken over for other uses. This plan will 
ensure that we can accommodate growth while also preserving and restoring greenspaces in our 
urban areas and protecting our rural farmlands, forests, and other natural spaces. 

26. (ACCESS GREEN SPACE IN CITIES) The role of dense cities is crucial in supporting smart growth, 
preventing urban sprawl, and aiding in efforts to conserve more open space. If put into place, this 
land conservation plan will help establish and protect and restore greenspaces inside our cities so 
every King County resident has access to open spaces. 

27. (PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP) If put into place, this land conservation plan will bring in private 
dollars so that government and business will work together on conservation efforts in King County.  

28. (SOCIAL EQUITY) Historically, minorities and low income residents have benefited less and gotten 
less access to open space than other communities. If put into place, this conservation plan will make 
sure that everyone gets more access to open space. 

29. (HUMAN HEALTH) There are many ways in which open space has been shown to improve human 
health. Open space provides opportunities for outdoor recreation; visiting open space relieves stress; 
open space helps reduce pollution in our air and water; and it provides land for the production of 
local and fresh food. 

30. (HEALTHY FORESTS) Healthy forests are critical. They help keep our waters clean; they are habitat for 
dozens of animals that make our region special; and through our sustainable timber industry they 
provide us with valuable jobs. We must protect our forests while we still can. 

31. (TOO EXPENSIVE) King County residents have been asked to pay more and more in property taxes in 
the last few years. Land conservation just isn’t a top priority for our public money right now. 

32. (DIRECTING GROWTH TO ALL THE WRONG PLACES) Our region is growing so fast we can’t take these 
lands off the table. Like it or not, we are going to need to expand outwards to make room for 
everyone. 

33. (ALREADY HAVE PLENTY OF LAND CONSERVED) King County has already conserved 190,000 acres. 
That’s more than enough. We don’t need to conserve even more open space.  

34. (NOT KING COUNTY’S JOB) We do need to conserve our open spaces, but it shouldn’t be the job of 
the County or local cities to do this. The Federal Government should be in charge of taking care of 
conserving natural spaces.  

35. (ANTI-GOVERNMENT CONTROL) All levels of government have been taking over land for years. We 
can’t continue to let the government take control of lands that people need for development. 

(END RANDOMIZE) 

36. Having heard all that, I’d like to ask you again about the vision King County is developing with cities 
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to fund the conservation and preservation of all of the remaining high community and conservation 
value open spaces in both rural and urban spaces in King County. This plan would protect, improve 
and provide access to natural lands, parks, river corridors, urban green space, forests and farmland 
to ensure clean air, healthy water, sustainable forests, biodiversity, recreation, and to ensure our 
region is more resilient in the face of climate change. 

 
Would you strongly support, somewhat support, somewhat oppose, or strongly oppose this plan? 

1. Strongly support 
2. Somewhat support 
3. Somewhat oppose 
4. Strongly oppose 
5. (Don’t know) 
6. (Refused) 

37INT. I’m going to read you a list of activities people like to do outside. For each, please tell me if that is 
something you do once a week or more, once a month or more, less than once a month, or less than once a 
year. If that is something you never do, please just say so. 
(AFTER EACH QUESTION, AS NEEDED: … Is that something you do once a week or more, once a month or 
more, less than once a month, less than once a year, or is that something you never do?) 

SCALE: 

1. Once a week or more 
2. Once a month or more 
3. Less than once a month 
4. Less than once a year 
5. Never 
6. (Don't know/Refused) 

(RANDOMIZE) 

37. Visit a King County park  

38. Visit a Washington state park 

39. Visit a national park or forestland  

40. Go for a hike 

41. Run or walk on a King county regional trail 

42. Visit a city park or trail 

43. Participate in a community support agriculture program, also know as a CSA  

44. Visit a local community garden 

(END RANDOMIZE) 

DEMOS. And finally, I'd like to ask you a few questions for statistical purposes only. 

45A. What year were you born? [RECORD YEAR - VALID RANGE: 1910-1998; ENTER 9999 for Don’t 
Know/Refused]  

45B. [AGE RANGE - CODE FROM PREVIOUS QUESTION]  
[IF Q45=1987 thru 1998 Q45B=1] 
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[IF Q45=1977 thru 1986 Q45B=2] 
[IF Q45=1967 thru 1976 Q45B=3] 
[IF Q45=1952 thru 1966 Q45B=4] 
[IF Q45=1951 or earlier Q45B=5] 
(IF REFUSED THEN ASK FOLLOWUP: “Which age group are you in? (READ LIST)…”) 

1. 18-29 
2. 30-39 
3. 40-49 
4. 50-64 
5. 65 or over 
6. (Refused) 

46. Do you consider yourself to be white or Caucasian, Hispanic or Latino, African-American or Black, 
Asian or Pacific Islander, biracial, multiracial or something else?  

1. White or Caucasian 
2. Hispanic or Latino 
3. African-American/Black 
4. Asian/Pacific Islander 
5. Biracial/multiracial 
6. Something else 
7. (Refused) 

47A. Is a language other than English regularly spoken in your home? 
1. Yes 
2. No/(Refused) 

(IF Q47A=1, ASK Q47B, ELSE SKIP TO Q48) 

47B. What language is that? (DO NOT READ LIST) 
1. Amharic 
2. Arabic 
3. Burmese 
4. Cambodian 
5. Cantonese 
6. Cham 
7. Ilocano 
8. Laotian 
9. Mandarin 
10. Mien 
11. Nepali 
12. Oromo 
13. Punjabi 
14. Russian 
15. Samoan 
16. Somali 
17. Spanish 
18. Swahili 
19. Tagalog 
20. Thai 
21. Tigrinya 
22. Toishanese 
23. Tongan 
24. Urdu 
25. Vietnamese 
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26. Other language (SPECIFY) 
27. Refused 

(RESUME ASKING ALL) 

48. What was your total household income before taxes for 2016? Was it (READ OPTIONS) 
1. Less than $25,000 
2. $25,000 – 49,000 
3. $50,000 – 74,000 
4. $75,000 – 99,000 
5. $100,000 - 149,000 
6. $150,000 and over 
7. (Don’t Know/Refused) 

FINISH. Those are all of my questions. Thank you very much for completing this survey and have a good day. 
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