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Historic Barns on High Conservation Value Parcels 
 
There currently are 35 high conservation value parcels which contain barns listed on the Historic 
Resource Inventory (HRI) that are either eligible for landmark designation (31 parcels) or already 
designated as landmarks (4 parcels).1  
 
Existing Funding Available for Preservation of Historic Barns in King County 
 
1.   King County’s Barn Again Historic Barn Preservation Program 
 

In 2016, King County relaunched its Barn Again Historic Barn Preservation Program, which was last 
funded in 2008. It is hoped that additional resources will be allocated to this well established 
program in the future. 
 
Funded through King County and 4Culture’s Building for Culture program, Barn Again provides up to 
$500,000 in funds for the stabilization and rehabilitation of historic barns and outbuildings that are 
historically associated with the working life of a farm, as well as community gathering places 
associated with agricultural organizations, such as grange halls.   
 

• To be eligible for funding, barns and associated buildings must be over 40 years old, located 
in King County, in need of substantial repair, and still convey their historic character.  

• Grant awards range from $5,000 to $75,000 for projects that extend the life of the building 
and retain historic features.  

• Eligible projects include repairs to roofs, foundations, walls, structural frameworks and 
building systems; buildings do not have to be designated landmarks.   

 
Half of the funding was awarded through a competitive grant round in 2016 and the remaining 
$250,000 will be awarded in 2017. Data on past awards is provided in the following table. 

 

Year 

Applicant 
Project 
Count 

Total Cost of  
Applicants’ 
Projects 

Funding 
Sought by 
Applicants 

Number of 
Awards 
Made 

Total 
Funding 
Awarded 

2007 34 $931,000 $508,000 11 $75,000 
2008 41 $1,280,000 $702,200 10 $98,000 
2016 22 $1,377,000 $934,400 9 $235,000 

 
Details on the nine projects that were funded in 2016: 
 
• Applicants requested an average of 66% of their total project cost – with the remainder to be 

paid by the applicant (requested funds ranged from 40% to 80% of total project costs). 
• The awarded grants contributed an average of 53% of the total project cost to each project 

(awarded funds ranged from 17% to 80% of the total project costs). 
• Average award was $26,120 (award amounts ranged from $6,618 to $41,439). 

 
                                                           
1 There are 68 high conservation value parcels which contain barns listed on the HRI, but only 35 have been 
determined to be eligible for landmark designation, or already landmarked. Future surveys could result in more of 
the HRI-listed barns also being determined eligible for landmark designation. 
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2.  4Culture’s Landmarks Capital Grant Program 
 

4Culture's Landmarks Capital program supports "bricks and mortar" projects that help preserve 
designated local landmarks all around King County. This program funds design, materials, and labor 
for rehabilitation projects large and small. Eligible applicants include private owners, businesses, 
organizations, and local governments. Fundable projects will range from $3,000 to $30,000.  
 
A portion of Lodging Tax revenues collected in King County provides the funding for this program.  
This is an ongoing, annual grant program.  Typical funding is $200,000-250,000 per year. In 2016 
$240,000 was awarded.  
 
According to Historic Preservation Program staff, “barns can be competitive, if there’s some specific, 
unusual aspect to their rehabilitation or restoration (like unusual timber framing or rare stone 
masonry).” However, many of the recent grants have gone to urban projects, and there is less focus 
on doing maintenance work, replacing roofs, or painting buildings.  

 
Cost Estimates for Rehabilitation of the 174 historic barns in the original County work plan 
 
The cost estimates in the work plan were $11 million to $22 million to restore 174 historic barns that 
were eligible for landmark designation. 2  
 
The historic preservation program provided the following cost estimates for a common type of barn 
(mid-range gambrel roofed barn common in the 1920s and 30s). They noted that all of these cost figures 
are very conservative, and it’s likely in our current local economy the costs may be significantly higher: 
 

• “Basic Maintenance and Repairs” (including new roof, foundation/structural repair, siding 
repair/replacement, paint, electrical upgrades) estimated at $64,000 per barn ($64K x 174 barns 
= $11.14 million) 

 
• “Full Restoration” (including additional work such as window & door replacement, plumbing 

upgrades, drainage sitework) estimated at $125,000 per barn ($125K x 174 barns = $21.75 
million) 

 
• Additional adaptive re-use of barn for anything beyond basic agriculture triggers additional code 

requirements to meet – costs estimated at $250,000 per barn. 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
2 There are 440+ barns listed on the HRI, but only 174 have been determined to be eligible for landmark 
designation based on historic agricultural resource surveys done in the Cedar Valley, Snoqualmie Valley, Soos 
Creek, Vashon, and Enumclaw Plateau, and estimates in other areas such as the Green Valley, Kent Valley, and 
along Bear Creek. Future surveys could result in more of the HRI-listed barns also being determined eligible for 
landmark designation. .  


