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Noxious Weeds in Washington

e Legally defined as non-native plants that are
highly destructive, competitive with native plants,
and difficult to control;

e Classes A, B & C (descending priority) are assigned
by current plant abundance, geographical
distribution, perceived threat, and eradication
potential;

e WA Weed Law (RCW 17.10) requires landowners
to control listed species, depending on Class
designation.









Important plant terms:

leaf arrangements

leaf axil

opposite alternate

compound







— Class A Weed : eradication required by law




Hydrilla
(Hydrilla verticillata)

Key characteristics:

flowers on long stalks

(above water) ”
' tiny white
* Bright green leaves about 1- |5 flowers

5mm wide and 6-20mm long;

e Leaves grow in whorls of 5
along the stem;

e | eaves have toothed edges

¢ WA has the monoecious variety
with sprawling growth that

whorls of fives

AR leaf edge
freely branches from the \\ somefis
bottom; ZN serrated

e Peanut sized tubers on the I\ leaf midrib

with spines

roots that hold energy.
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Brazilian elodea (Egeria densa)

Key characteristics:
*Submersed, freshwater perennial;

ecan root in water up to 20’ deep;

*Bushy plant with dense whorls of
bright green leaves (2cm long),
arranged usually in 4 leaves per

whorl (often 3 at the base);

*Leaves sparse toward bottom of
plant, bunched together toward
top;

*Branching stem fragments.



Brazilian elodea vs. our native
American waterweed Elodea canadensis

Brazilian
elodea Native has
has 4 3 leaflets

leaflets




— Class B Weed: control strongly encouraged




Eurasian watermilfoil

Key characteristics:

e 14 or more leaflet pairs per
leaf;

e |leaves whorled around stem;

e usually reddish stem, often
branched;

e |eaves collapse against stem
when pulled from water;

e Inconspicuous flower spike
held above water.

flower stems
above water

i, flowers

on stalk

N

mature leaves in
whorls of four




Eurasian watermilfoil — Myriophyllum spicatum vs. the native
northern watermilfoil Myriophyllum sibiricum

Eurasian The
water native
Milfoil has has fewer
14 or more than 14
leaflet pairs g leaflet
Al pairs
Collapses Holds
out of - shape
water out of

water






http://biology.burke.washington.edu/herbarium/imagecollection/imagelarge.php?ImageNumber=5049&Genus=Ceratophyllum&Species=demersum&Trinomial=&Quadrinomial=&SourcePage=taxapage&

Class C Weed: widespread; control strongly encourage







Garden loosestrife (Lysimachia vulgaris)

Class B: Control and containment required by Law

Description: 3-5 ft perennial, invades wetlands and stream banks,
shorelines.

> WA Key characteristics:
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e perennial emergent with rhizomes
up to 15 feet long

e showy yellow flowers clustered at
top of plant

e |eaves opposite or whorled (3-6)

e |eaves sometimes have small
orange or black glands

e stems round, occasionally
fasciated (flattened)

e flowers July and August




— Class B: Control and containment required by Law




— Class C: Control and containment highly encouraged
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White boxes =
native plant

Gray boxes =

Submerged

| Leaves divided | Leaves simple

Leaves feather-like Leaves not feather-like | |

invasive plant

Leaves in whorls around stem

| Leaves alternate on stem

More than Fewer than Leaves have No bladders | | |
14 leaflets 14 leaflets bladders —
per leaf, per leaf, Bladderwort Leaf margins smooth Leaf margins VI_SIny
leaves plant holds | | toothed, quves in
collapse its shape . horl e whorls of five
against when Leaves in a whor Leaves paire Hydrilla
IO - removed all the way around and opposite
the stem Fanwort
removed from water Coontail or
from water Native aquatic plant- il A
Eurasian milfoils quatic p | L | | “
like algae (Chara
water or Nitella sp.) Leaves more evenly Leaves clasp stem, tend
milfoil ' distributed on stem to bunch at stem ends
V5 Water-nymph
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Leaves not rigid, have

mid-vein(s)

Leaves elliptical to
thread-like, sometimes
have floating leaves
Native pondweeds

Leaves thin, leaf margins
wavy
Curly-leaf pondweed

Leaves scaly, rather rigid
and overlapping along
entire length of stem
Water moss

Leaves mostly in
whorls of three
American waterweed

W
el

Leaves in whorls of
four (up to six)
Brazilian elodea
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Gray boxes = White boxes = i
invasive plant || native plant Floatlng
|
| |
Rooted to bottom Free floating
| |
| | | |
Some leaves on stalks above water (emergent) No emergent leaves Leaves tiny Leaves bulbous at
| Duckweeds, watermeals, base
| | water-fern, Riccia Water hyacinth
Leaves feather-like and Leaves alternate on stem,
in whorls around stem flowers yellow, showy
Parrotfeather Floating primrose-willow
| |
Submerged leaves No submerged leaves
present along stem, |
usually different from | |
ggﬁzr\:\?elee;: e Stem attached in Stem attached in
Water star-worts center of leaf, slit at leaf edge
lower leaf
surfaces and |
buds covered in - | |
slime * Leaf small (<10cm), leaf edge One flower per
Water shield o ¢ wavy, yellow flowers with ruffly stalk
' " o petals borne in groups of 2-5 per

stalk  Yellow floating-heart

Leaf edge smooth, flowers Leaf generally
white to pink and bourne large and heart-
singly on separate stalks shaped, flower a
Fragrant water-lily yellow ball
Spatterdock or
Yellow pondlily




~ There are NO submerged class A or B noxious
TIP: weeds with ALTERNATE LEAVES

alternate




Big-leaf
pondweed

Fern-leaf
(C) Paul Skawinski, 2009 po n dweed

Flat-stem

pondweed Floating-leafed

pondweed
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=3 Slender

bladderwort water-nymph
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