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Natural Wood Policy Update 
Nancy Faegenburg provided an overview of the Natural Wood Policy Update.  She provided 
copies of the Procedures for Managing Naturally Occurring Large Wood in King County Rivers, 
the Wood Investigation Reporting form, the Instream Project Design Checklist, and the Draft 
Guidance for Public Safety Management Plan. 
 
Comments/Questions 

• A question was raised about who was funding actions around large wood, the Flood 
Control District, the Cities, The Sherriff’s Office 

• A comment was made that Flood Control District funding should benefit unincorporated 
King County equitably with incorporated areas.  

• Another commenter noted that it is nice to see consideration of natural occurring wood 
as well as placed wood. 

 
 
2014 Budget Development Overview 
Brian provided an overview of the 2014 Budget; district administration, operating programs, 
expenditures to date by basin and type of expense (e.g. acquisition, levee construction/repair, 
emergency preparation), accomplishments to date, and 2014 capital highlights.  Per Board 
direction, new project ideas are not being solicited for the 2014 budget. He also provided 
information on next steps, future BTC meetings, and materials to be provided at those 
meetings. 
 
Comments/Questions 

• A question was raised regarding the SWIF. It was noted that the majority of SWIF costs 
will be part of the capital budget proposal for 2014-5.  

• A comment was made that there needs to more accurate floodplain mapping in urban 
areas, in particular on the Green River, and that this could be a focus of future mapping 
resources. 

• A question was asked on how money is being spent in the County on flood hazard 
mapping.  More detail was requested on where money will be spent on flood hazard 
mapping in 2014; how is the money being spent in the County and where will it be spent 
in 2014. 

• A question was made in regard to the Black River Pump Station and if it was being 
funded out of the operating budget or capital. 

• It was asked if there is a comparable plan for revenues 
• It was noted by the City of Kent that they are actively working on the Boeing ERP project 

and are working on accreditation on the Right Bank.   



• The city of Kent requested to see final 2012 carryover CIP budget so the City can 
propose reallocation of funding to help complete accreditation projects.  They would 
like to see the latest information on carryover from 2012 for project funding. 

• There was a question on how future accreditation costs will be addressed and if there 
are policies before the board?   

• There was a question about the status of the Flood Plan update. 
• There was a request to see the total expenditures to date 
• A comment was made that it was helpful to see all basins – the whole picture.  They can 

now see the challenge and appreciate it. 
 
Commitments / Actions: 

• Provide budget adopted in ’13 and projected in ’14  for all operating programs, along 
with comments describing what is included in each category. 

• Provide a breakdown of operating and capital budget for the BRPS if needed 
• 2012 carryover will be shown as a column with the draft 2014-9 project list 
• Provide information on revenues to see where money is coming from, and note where 

project expenditures have specific grant revenue tied to them. The percentages used for 
the Opportunity Fund allocation correspond to the question of where tax revenue 
comes from across the county. 

• Provide expenditures to date on the budget spreadsheet; it is also part of the capital 
project proviso. 

• Will schedule another Joint BTC after each basin goes through project specific 
information, likely in June 

   
Updates and information Items 
Brian provided updates on the CRS Manual changes (there is a new Manual in effect), in 
particular the public outreach changes; FEMA insurance changes (moving toward actuarial rates 
for commercial properties, secondary residences, and severerepetitive loss structures) and 
grant opportunities; and the National Academies Report on Levees and the NFIP (emphasizes 
risk based approach instead of FEMA’s proposed LAMP process). 
 
Comments/Questions 

• Let Brian know if you want to participate in the Public outreach campaign for CRS credit 
and if a workshop would help understand the changes to the CRS manual.  

• Contact Brian if you want to work together on a FEMA grant application or Repetitive 
Loss or Severe Repetitive Loss properties. 

• Regarding the Corps risk based approach, the City of Kent note that they haven’t seen 
that approach used on the Horseshoe Bend levee, which is a federal levee. 

o The  risk based approach is for design, not for PL 84-99 eligibility and the 
Horseshoe Bend levee was built before this approach was put into place. 

 
City Updates 
Each jurisdiction present provided a brief update 



Auburn: Dennis asked how the data for the annual mailing to people in the floodplain was 
assembled.  If CRS contacts them is there a way for CRS to make sure all those who should have 
insurance have the information they need?  Contact regarding the annual mailing is Saffa 
Bardaro.  

City of Skykomish (Gary) – Seeking contact information regarding the CRS program (provided 
via separate email).   The Road washout in 2011 was discussed and it was noted that the FEMA 
claim process is set to expire in July.  Can they expect to hear something soon? Yes - meeting 

City of Redmond (Roger)  – The city of Redmond is constructing a flood control project on 
Lower Bear Creek this summer, and is waiting for permits from the Corps, which should happen 
this summer. 

City of Renton (Ron) – The Cedar River Gravel removal has gone through the RFP process and 
they have chosen a consultant.  They are currently involved in the Scope of Work and budget. 

City of Snoqualmie (Kamal and Lauren)  - The city is conducting the Sandy Cove Feasibility Study 
using Opportunity Fund money, which should be concluded in the next couple of weeks.  They 
will begin looking at alternatives to stabilize the banks.  The City has elevated 23 homes as  a 
result of the ’06 flood with a FEMA grant. There have been acquisitions since the 2009 flood 
with lots of interest and the City, working with the FCD, has purchased 3 properties in the last 
year, as well as a mobile home park.  

City of Bellevue (Brian) – The City Council has authorized an agreement for the Coal Creek 
Project and this summer their 2nd Sub-Regional Opportunity Fund project, Sunset Creek, is going 
to construction. 

City of Kent (Mike) – Their CRS update is due this year.  They plan to meet with DOE to improve 
on their rating. They are currently a Class 6 community.  The City has an ILA proposed with the 
FCD for the Upper Russell Rd levee and construction will ideally take place this year.  Regarding 
the Briscoe/Desimone levee, they are actively working on permitting and design. 

Final Item:  Regarding the Sub-Regional Opportunity Fund, Brian is interested in presentations 
at future Advisory Committee meetings around project success stories to make the program 
more visible and to see how jurisdictions are putting the money to use.  Feel free to volunteer 
to present. 


