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King County 

White River Channel Migration Zone  

Draft Study and Map 

Public Meeting Report 

August 20, 2019 

 

 

King County held a public meeting on the draft middle White River Channel Migration study 

and map on Tuesday, August 20, 2019 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. at the Enumclaw Public Library. 

Twelve people attended the meeting, which began with an informal open house period to review 

the draft CMZ maps, study methods and technical information, and ask questions of project staff.  

 

Background  

The King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) recently completed a 

draft middle White River Channel Migration Zone (CMZ) study and map. The CMZ map 

identifies areas along the White River subject to channel migration hazards. The study and map 

were developed using information from existing studies, evaluation of historical and present 

conditions, field observations, Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) and analyses in a 

Geographic Information System (GIS).  

 

The map is intended to reduce risk to the public by serving as the basis for regulating land use in 

CMZ areas within unincorporated King County; the map will also help property owners make 

land use decisions. Additionally, the CMZ study and map will inform development and 

implementation of the King County Flood Control District’s (District) programs and projects to 

reduce flood risks along the White River. Preparation of the CMZ study and map is required by 

state law, specifically the Washington State Shoreline Management Program (WAC 173-26-

221).  

 

The River and Floodplain Management Section (RFMS) within the Water and Land Resources 

Division (WLRD) of DNRP will review comments received on the draft CMZ study and map 

and may revise the CMZ study and map based on comments and other information, as 

appropriate.  

 

WLRD is the service provider to the King County District, and as such implements the District’s 

work program, including the preparation of flood hazard studies and mapping. The final middle 

White River CMZ map will be adopted by King County’s Department of Local Services (DLS), 

by amendment to the King County Channel Migration Public Rule. Public comment on the draft 

CMZ study and map and on the proposed amendment to the channel migration public rule is 

being accepted through October 6, 2019. 

 

Meeting Summary 

The formal part of the meeting began with introductions, and Jeanne Stypula, managing engineer 

with RFMS provided general information about channel migration in King County, followed by 

a technical presentation by Judi Radloff, a licensed engineering geologist with RFMS who 

prepared the White River draft study and map. This was followed by a presentation from Steve 

Bottheim, a licensed engineering geologist from King County DLS, who gave a brief overview 
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of CMZ regulations and described the process by which the channel migration public rule will be 

amended to adopt the middle White River CMZ map. Jeanne Stypula joined Judi Radloff and 

Steve Bottheim for the question-and-answer portion of the meeting. After the question-and-

answer period, attendees were invited to talk individually with RFMS and DLS staff to learn 

more about the mapping process. 

 

The PowerPoint presentation is posted on the King County website at 

www.kingcounty.gov/floodmaps, along with the complete Draft middle White River Channel 

Migration Zone Study and Map document. 

 

Summary of Comments, and Questions and Answers  

What follows is a summary of the questions, answers, and comments posed during the meeting. 

Q=question, A=answer or response, C=comment 

There were no questions asked, but several attendees said thanks for the presentation, and noted 

that it was very clear and informative. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kingcounty.gov/floodmaps

