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use of biosolids on working forests in King
County to enhance wildlife habitat and generate
long-term income from selective timber harvests.

Exploring and Increasing Water
Reuse

Population growth drives the
need not only for additional capacity
in the regional wastewater system
but also for additional water supply.
Our region’s established water
supply sources will provide ad-
equate water supply for projected
growth until about the year 2013.
Our region must therefore develop
additional water supplies while preserving high
quality water for fish, wildlife habitat, and recre-
ation.

One potentially significant source of
water supply is reclaimed water.
Reclaimed water is wastewater that
receives advanced treatment beyond
secondary treatment. Some cities are
already using reclaimed water for
irrigation, industry, and in other ways
to supplement the water supply.

Using reclaimed water is not only
consistent with the region’s recycling
ethic, but it offers several advantages
as well. For example, reclaimed water
is available even during hot dry sum-
mers when drought can threaten other
water supply sources. Reclaimed water
can be used to augment surface water
and groundwater resources. In addi-
tion, reclaimed water ultimately may
be more cost effective and less disrup-
tive environmentally than continuing
to develop traditional sources of water
supply using dams, reservoirs, and
pipelines, and its ultimate advantage is
that it provides a “new supply” that
does not have to be taken away from
fish.  Given the recent proposal by the
federal government to list Puget Sound
Chinook under the Endangered
Species Act (ESA), reclaimed water
may be the only viable new water
available for future growth.

Both the East and West Treatment
Plants now produce reclaimed water for
use in irrigation and industrial processes

at locations in and near the plants. This type of
use is termed “direct non-potable”; that is, water
not used for drinking. King County is evaluating

the potential to use reclaimed
water as an indirect source of
potable (drinkable) water. This
use, termed “indirect potable,”
could involve discharging re-
claimed water to area water
bodies (such as Lake Washing-
ton, Lake Sammamish, the Ship
Canal, or groundwater) and
withdrawing water for drinking
from another location in the
same watershed. This would
offset pressure on existing water

supply sources. This has been implemented in
other parts of the country, even in Washington
State, but it has not been done in our region.

One potentially significant
source of water supply is
reclaimed water.
Reclaimed water is
wastewater that receives
advanced treatment such
that it can be used to
water lawns and golf
courses.
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FIGURE 6 – Potential Indirect Potable Reuse Project:
Discharging Reclaimed Water at Hiram Chittenden Locks




