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One potentially significant source of
water supply is reclaimed water.
Reclaimed water is wastewater that
receives advanced treatment beyond
secondary treatment. Some cities are
already using reclaimed water for
irrigation, industry, and in other ways
to supplement the water supply.
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Both the East and West Treatment
Plants now produce reclaimed water for
use in irrigation and industrial processes
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L a k e

Using reclaimed water is not only
consistent with the region’s recycling
ethic, but it offers several advantages
as well. For example, reclaimed water
is available even during hot dr y summers when drought can threaten other
water supply sources. Reclaimed water
can be used to augment surface water
and groundwater resources. In addition, reclaimed water ultimately may
be more cost effective and less disruptive environmentally than continuing
to develop traditional sources of water
supply using dams, reservoirs, and
pipelines, and its ultimate advantage is
that it provides a “new supply” that
does not have to be taken away from
fish. Given the recent proposal by the
federal government to list Puget Sound
Chinook under the Endangered
Species Act (ESA), reclaimed water
may be the only viable new water
available for future growth.

HIRAM
CHITTENDEN
LOCKS

Puget Sound
FIGURE 6 – Potential Indirect Potable Reuse Project:
Discharging Reclaimed Water at Hiram Chittenden Locks
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