King County Elementary Assembly
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Little Footprints, Big Impacts Kt

About the Assembly

King County'’s Little Footprints,
Big Impacts assembly program
teaches how conservation
impacts communities, local
habitats, and the humans and
wild animals that call them home.
Students learn concrete ways to
conserve natural resources by
keeping waste out of the landfill
and making choices at school and
home that have positive impacts
on the planet.
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TEACHERS | Discussion prompts BEFORE the assembly

> What are examples of things you might use once and throw in the
garbage? Why do we throw things away?

> What resources in nature are used to make our everyday stuff?
> Why do you think “consuming”or using too much stuff is a problem?

> How do you think consuming and disposing of lots of stuff impacts
animals and habitats? People?

STUDENTS | Observations to make DURING the assembly

> Where does our waste end up when we throw it in the garbage? Are
there other places for that waste?

D> Why is correct sorting important?

> Are there any actions in the assembly that conserve natural
resources that you already do?

[> Are there any new actions that you want to start doing?

TEACHERS | Discussion prompts AFTER the assembly
> What are some simple ways you can reduce waste?

> What are some things that we throw away that we could reuse
instead?

> What belongs in the recycle bin? What doesn't?

> Name one specific way you can Re+ (for example, refurbish/fix,
restyle, regift)?

> Name some things we already do here at school that help reduce
waste and conserve resources? At home?

> What questions do you still have about conserving natural
resources or the idea of Re+?

KEY VOCABULARY

Natural Resources - Materials from nature that we use
Compost/Yard Waste - Decayed organic material used as a plant fertilizer

Landfill - Highly engineered system used to bury our waste in the ground
Climate Change - Shifts in weather patterns

and temperatures ¥ King County

Department of Natural Resources and Parks
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Did you know? We send 4.6 million pounds of waste to the Cedar Hills
Regional Landfill each day. That amount would fill 188 school
buses. 60% (more than half) could have been reused, recycled, or
composted.

How can you conserve resources and keep them out of the landfill?

It’s all about action... and practice!

1 Organize a supply swap where classmates can share extra school
supplies instead of buying new ones. Consider a book swap or

Create a reuse box
used-book donations to the classroom library.

for one-sided paper
[0 Bring reusable water bottles and snack containers to reduce
classroom

disposable plastic waste.

[0 Assign a rotating job of Classroom Waste Captain. Students
can be responsible for checking the garbage and recycling bins to
ensure correct sorting and reduce contamination.

O Use reusable lunch trays instead of disposables that are thrown
away (reusables can be used again and again!)

Start a share table at
your school!

[0 Pack a lunch with reusable containers instead of disposables like
plastic bags and plastic wrappers that are tossed after one use. _
lunchroom c

[0 Make 3-D sorting signs for your lunch bins to help everyone
know where to put their waste.

[ Create a share table where extra food that is unopened can be J <o Table
shared with others instead of being thrown away. A # TRET

[J Join a Green Team! Green Teams help the school reach
sustainability goals (including helping other students learn to sort
waste correctly during lunch!)

Find items that are

e thrown
O Bring your own reusable bags when you go to the grocery store. at;:\l:;;o“::e paper
[0 Compost your food scraps to reduce what goes to the landfill, or plastic bottles.
home and to create rich fertilizer that helps plants grow. Get creative and
[0 Repurpose old clothes or toys by donating or getting creative and use them for an
turning them into something new! art projects or give
[0 Use cloth towels and napkins instead of paper ones to reduce waste. them new life!

O Educate your loved ones about the importance of conserving
natural resources!

Sort Correctly! Make sure your students
know how to correctly sort their
recyclables, compostable items, and
trash. Collect items from classroom or
lunchroom waste for students to sort

in groups. Check piles and review any
errors with the students.

Want to keep the conversation going? Check out our elementary programs for more!
kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dnrp/waste-services/garbage-recycling-compost/solid-waste-programs/school-programs/elementary



