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This packet is for informational and guidance purposes. You will need 
to fill out and submit the application on the NextCycle Washington 
Online Portal. 

King County is incubating and accelerating big ideas in material 
waste prevention, reuse, repair, recovery, recycling, and composting 
to help grow our region’s circular economy.1

NextCycle Washington is a circular economy innovation platform 
designed to support the growth of businesses, community-based 
organizations, tribal nations, and institutions working within 
Washington’s waste prevention, reuse, repair, recycling and/or 
organics recovery industry. By nurturing projects, the program helps 
reduce waste, keeps materials in use longer, and regenerates natural 
systems while developing equitable local economies.

The Re+ Program is King County’s approach to building a healthy 
environment and economy by reinventing our system of waste 
management. Our goal is to minimize waste by keeping valuable 
materials in use and out of the landfill. Through Re+, the County 
works to stimulate the waste-free economy through inclusive and 
equitable grants, technical support, and guidance.

The program will select up to 15 projects that contribute to building 
King County’s Circular Economy. We are looking for projects focused 
on waste prevention, reuse, repair, recovery, recycling, organics 
management and product development using otherwise wasted 
materials. We are targeting the following approaches:

UPSTREAM PROJECTS, 
which prevent waste or improve and expand rescue, 
reuse and repair of material and organic streams 
within King County.

DOWNSTREAM PROJECTS,
which improve, innovate, or expand recycling, 
recovery and end uses of material and organic 
streams within King County.

The application is open to Organizations or a Team of Organizations: for-profit businesses, nonprofits or community-based 
organizations, university/research institutions, Tribal nations, public-private partnerships, or trade organizations.

Application Period August 11, 2025 - September 19, 2025

Grant Distribution Period December 1 - December 31, 2025

Grant Execution and Reporting Period January 2026 - June 2026

Submissions Due On or before 11:59 PM PST on Friday, September 19, 2025.

Application Status Notification November 2025

1  A Circular Economy is a systemic model to reduce waste through Recycling, Reuse, Return, and Repair. For more information on the concept of a circular 
economy, see: https://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/topics/circular-economy-introduction/overview

TRANSLATION SERVICES/
SERVICIOS DE 
INTERPRETACIÓN
Please reach out to NextCycleWA@ 
recycle.com if you require 
interpretation or translation services. 
A Spanish version of this application 
can be downloaded at www. 
nextcyclewashington.com.

Comuníquese con NextCycleWA@ 
recycle.com si necesita 
servicios de interpretación o 
traducción. Se puede descargar 
la aplicación en español en www. 
nextcyclewashington.com.

GET INVOLVED
Fill out this form to tell us about 
your interest and organization, and 
we’ll help you find the best way to 
participate.

Seed Grant 
Information Packet
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SEED GRANT TIMELINE
AUGUST 11, 2025 

Application  Period 
Opens

NOVEMBER 2025 
Applicants Notified

JANUARY 2026 
Grant Execution and  

Reporting Period Begins

AUGUST 21, 2025 
Application Party #1

SEPTEMBER 19, 2025 
Applications Due

DECEMBER 2025 
Upfront Grant Fund 

Distribution

JUNE 2026 
Grant Execution and  

Reporting Period Ends

Program Benefits for 
Selected Projects

• Upfront Funding Distribution: Projects will receive a
grant of up to $10,000 to fund eligible expenses that
advance their project idea. Eligible expenses are listed
under Section 2: Application Submission Details.

• Preparation for Growth and Scaling: Project teams
will work with NextCycle staff and mentors to receive
guidance on best practices and consideration for
project implementation, how to scale and/or replicate
the project to realize greater impact. This may prepare 
Applicants to participate in the NextCycle Circular
Accelerator Program.

• One-on-One Consulting and Mentorship: Consulting 
and mentorship support will be available f rom
expert-in-resident economists, operators, engineers,
researchers, and graphic designers at Resource
Recycling Systems (RRS), Cascadia Consulting Group,
Start Consulting Group, Traversal Design, and other
partners from businesses, community organizations,
universities, research institutions and local/state
governments.

• Networking and Partnership Facilitation: Project
teams will have many opportunities to connect with
experts and investors in the industry, community
organizations, universities, research institutions, and
local/state governments and will be supported in
developing key partnerships including supply chain
partnerships, funding partnerships, cross-organization 
partnerships, and public private partnerships.

• Recognition and Publicity: Projects will be promoted
through press releases, social media, published articles, 
webinars, website, showcase, and public presentations, 
providing exposure to a larger network of investors and 
partners.

2	 The Seed Grants are based on King County’s solid waste system that serves 37 of the 39 cities in King County, excluding Seattle and Milton. A project may 
have residual impact in the Seattle/Milton areas and other areas in the state, however it should primarily impact the unincorporated cities in the King County 
solid waste system.

Application Submission Details
How to Respond
Applications must be submitted through the online 
submission portal. Submissions are due on or before 11:59 
PM Pacific Time on Friday, September 19, 2025. If you need 
assistance navigating the online submission portal, please 
reach out to our team at NextCycleWA@recycle.com or at 
circulargrants@kingcounty.gov.

Selection Process
Evaluation criteria and the scoring rubric are included at 
the end of this document.

Applications will be reviewed for eligibility by the King 
County Solid Waste Division and NextCycle Washington staff 
and scored by a Review Panel of experts and Governance 
Team Members. Final recommendations will be made 
through consensus with external reviewers, facilitated by 
NextCycle Washington staff. Approval of the selected teams 
will be made by King County Solid Waste Division.

Successful Applicants will be notified by King County 
Solid Waste Division staff in November 2025. 

Project Eligibility 
Applicants must demonstrate that the proposed project 
has the potential for direct positive impact on Washington’s 
circular economy.

• Projects must have an impact on King County’s waste
system (excluding Seattle and Milton*) and focus on
waste prevention, reuse, repair, recycling, organics
recovery, and/or product development using waste
materials.2

• This program is open to private sector businesses,
nonprofits, community-based organizations,
institutions, and Tribal nations and organizations.
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Eligible Expenses
Expenses must be directly related to the project. The 
following expenses are eligible for reimbursement:

• Consulting Assistance/Legal Services
• Marketing/Collateral
• Market Feasibility Analysis
• Project Related Event(s)
• Project Related Salary/Labor
• Prototyping/Lab Testing/R&D
• Supplies/Materials
• Certain equipment purchases, rentals or leases

Ineligible expenses include, but are not limited to 
general operating expenses, purchase of computers, 
software, vehicles, office furniture, food and beverages, 
entertainment, fundraising events, conference or event 
registration fees (unless directly related to the project), 
lobbying activities, and debt payments.

Funds will need to be spent and final reporting will need to 
be completed by June 30, 2026

Grant Distribution Process
The Re+ Seed Grant Powered by NextCycle provides funding 
upfront. This will require contracting and registering in 
the King County E-Procurement Supplier Portal. Once the 
contract is signed by all parties the funds will be dispersed 
into the recipient’s account (by 12/31/25). Grantees will 
be required to have a tax identification number (TIN) to 
complete the registration.

Applicants & Applicant Teams
Re+ Seed Grant Applicants may include one or more 
entrepreneurs/start-ups organizations, small businesses, 
established corporations, social enterprises, community-
based organizations or nonprofits, trade organizations, 
Tribal nations and organizations, universities, or research 
teams. Community-based organizations operating under 
fiscal sponsorship by another organization are welcome 
and encouraged to apply. Applicants are encouraged to 
form local and regional collaborative partnerships and 
apply as a Team. Local governments may be included on 
an Applicant Team but may not be the Lead Applicant. Out-
of-state organizations are eligible, but the proposed project 
or venture must be located and directly address the circular 
economy in King County, WA. Cross-sector partnerships 
and existing end markets from out-of-state are eligible to 
apply as long as their project is focused on King County and 
addresses King County-based material. 

Applicants may submit more than one application if the 
projects are different. 

NextCycle Washington Program Governance Circle 
Members and NextCycle Washington Application Mentors 
are not eligible to apply. This program is not intended for 
individuals not operating under a business or organization.

Projects & Material Streams
Any project that directly or indirectly improves waste 
prevention, reuse, repair, recovery, recycling, organics 
management, and product development using otherwise 
wasted materials and products that help grow the circular 
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economy in King County will be considered for acceptance. 
Projects may focus on any material that is otherwise wasted 
or where there is a proposed higher, better use of materials, 
according to the waste hierarchy. Eligible waste streams 
include pre-consumer, post-commercial, post-consumer, 
industrial, and agricultural waste streams or by-products.

Follow this link to learn about previous projects and teams: 
https://www.nextcyclewashington.com/teams.

Centering Equity
The NextCycle Washington vision for a local circular 
economy is one where the people, businesses, and local 
economy benefit first and foremost. This program aims 
to be inclusive in its engagement, practice, and process, 
and has a goal to help reduce barriers to participation in 
Washington state’s circular economy ecosystem.

NextCycle Washington strives to create an equitable 
system, especially for businesses owned by socially and 
economically disadvantaged persons, as defined by the 
Washington State Office of Minority and Women’s Business 
Enterprises (OMWBE).

We anticipate that successful Applicants will explicitly 
recognize how their project reflects Washington State 
Department of Health’s principles of environmental justice3, 
equity4, and inclusion, and demonstrate how it will serve and 
engage with overburdened5 members of the community.6 
Applicants are encouraged to design projects that include 
benefits and positive economic impacts (such as jobs, 
livable wages,7 and labor income) for overburdened, under-
resourced, or under-represented communities.

Project Commitment
Applicants must be committed to executing their project 
according to the narrative and budget outlined in the 
application unless otherwise agreed between Applicant 
and NextCycle Washington program staff in writing. Grant 
award decisions will be announced by November 2025. 
Selected applicants must register in the e-procurement 
portal and fully execute their grant agreement before 
December 31, 2025 in order to receive the funding.

Applicants selected for grant awards will be asked to 
sign a release giving King County Solid Waste Division 
and NextCycle Washington permission to use the Project 
Title, Team member’s names, bios and headshots, brief 
organizational and project descriptions, project photos, and 
logo(s) for communications and promotional purposes.

3	 Environmental justice means the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, color, national origin, or income, with respect 
to the development, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies. Environmental justice includes addressing 
disproportionate environmental health impacts in all laws, rules, and policies with environmental impacts by prioritizing vulnerable populations and 
overburdened communities, the equitable distribution of resources and benefits, and eliminating harm.

4	 Equity is defined by the Washington State Office of Equity as the process of developing, strengthening, and supporting policies and procedures that distribute 
and prioritize resources to those who have been historically and currently marginalized.

5	 Overburdened community means a geographic area where vulnerable populations face combined, multiple environmental harms and health impacts, 
and includes, but is not limited to, highly impacted communities as defined in RCW 19.405.020.

6	 In connection to the HEAL Act “community” is defined as individuals who have been historically excluded including: low-income, marginalized communities, 
Black, Indigenous, and communities of color, and entities or organizations in service of the needs of these populations.

7	 Hourly rate that an individual in a household must earn to support themself and their family. Visit this link for reference: Living Wage

Indemnification
If awarded, the Applicants must agree to indemnify, defend, 
and hold harmless King County, from and against all claims 
for injuries or death arising out of or resulting from the grant 
project execution. “Claim” means any financial loss, claim, 
suit, action, damage, or expense, including but not limited 
to attorneys’ fees, attributable for bodily injury, sickness, 
disease, or death, or injury to or the destruction of tangible 
property including loss of use resulting therefrom. 

EXAMPLE PROJECTS 
A community-based non-profit builds 
support for recycling leadership in their 
community by developing a Training 
and workforce development program. 

A nonprofit organization that blends 
sustainability, equity, and community 
resilience through furniture repair and 
redistribution.

A dynamic, Black- and woman-led 
nonprofit based in Federal Way, 
focused on transforming the fashion 
industry through sustainability, equity, 
and youth empowerment.

King County’s first circular economy 
mall—a vibrant space dedicated 
entirely to reuse, repair, and 
sustainability.

A volunteer-powered nonprofit on 
Vashon Island, dedicated to helping 
residents live independently and with 
dignity by connecting them to essential 
caregiving resources.

More project examples can be found 
here.
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Confidentiality 
King County Solid Waste Division and NextCycle 
Washington will hold information in your application 
as confidential with full access available only to 
internal staff and reviewers. Any information given on 
an application or subsequent completion report and 
surveys will only be reported as part of aggregated 
data that does not identify any individual responses 
or companies.

Code of Conduct
NextCycle fosters an inclusive, innovative, and 
collaborative space where ideas and people are 
respected. NextCycle expects staff, participants, 
coaches, mentors, and other partners to operate in the 
spirit and intent of this code of conduct to preserve and 
foster a productive and safe space for engagement 
and growth.

Core Principles
RESPECT
NextCycle creates a thriving environment for creativity, 
collaboration, and growth, which relies on mutual 
respect for ideas, experiences, and each other. This 
respect extends to operating with integrity, honesty, 
and trust.

MUTUAL SUPPORT AND COLLABORATION 
Success within the NextCycle program requires support 
and collaboration from all staff, participants, coaches, 
mentors, and other partners. Open exchange of advice, 
introductions, resources and constructive feedback is 
an essential part of support within the program.

FAIR OPPORTUNITY
Engaged parties treat one another with fairness, 
inclusivity, and consideration of equitable outcomes. 
Program opportunities are merit-based. Actions that 
may result in discrimination or favoritism are avoided. 
Conflicts of interests are avoided or disclosed and 
mitigated to ensure they do not influence decisions 
or actions.

PROTECTING SENSITIVE INFORMATION
Encouraging collaboration through openness and 
transparency, while protecting sensitive information 
related to competitive positioning, are foundational 
elements of NextCycle.

APPLICATION RESOURCES 
AND SUPPORT

APPLICATION PARTY
Applicants are invited to attend a virtual application 
party to ask questions about the Re+ Seed Grant 
application process and receive support and guidance 
- in preparing for and completing their applications.
Please click on the link below to register or visit the
NextCycle Washington website for more details

• Application Party: Thursday August 21, 2025 from
12:00 PM to 1:00 PM (PST): REGISTER HERE

OFFICE HOURS
Use the links below to sign up for a 30-minute, one-
on-one virtual meeting to receive guidance on the 
application process:

Christy Chow  |  Bryce Hesterman  |  Lizzy Paul

RESOURCE LIBRARY
All Applicants can access NextCycle Washington 
Resource Library, which contains literature and 
other resources pertaining to: 

• Recycling reports and data
• Business and financial planning
• Policy and regulation
• Industry organizations and specifications
• Standards and best management practices
• Washington small business resources

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Please reach out to NextCycleWA@recycle.com if you 
require interpretation or translation services. 

Note: Full language support may not be available; 
however, NextCycle is working to develop these 
services. Informing us of your needs will help us 
develop appropriate services. 

Please reach out to NextCycleWA@recycle.com if you 
require interpretation or translation services. Note: 
Full language support may not be available; however, 
NextCycle is working to develop these services. 
Informing us of your needs will help us develop 
appropriate services.

For all other questions, please email us at either 
of the following email addresses:

NextCycleWA@recycle.com, or 
CircularGrants@kingcounty.gov
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Appropriate Behaviors and Culture
All those who engage with the program are expected to 
act in accordance with the core principles. Appropriate 
behaviors include:

• Participation, promptness, and full engagement in
program activities.

• Clear and respectful communication and coordination.

• Delivering constructive feedback with positive intent
and receiving with an open perspective.

Anti-Harassment and Anti-Discrimination
NextCycle provides a harassment-free experience for 
everyone regardless of race, ethnicity, nationality, religion, 
color, sex, national origin, age, disability, sexual orientation, 
gender identity or expression, parental status, marital 
status, political affiliation, mental illness, socioeconomic 
status or background, neurodiversity, physical appearance, 
body size, profession, education, or clothing.

Discrimination or harassment in any form is not tolerated. 
Harassers or those engaged in discrimination will be 

removed from the program. Harassment includes offensive 
verbal comments related to gender, age, sexual orientation, 
disability, physical appearance, body size, race, ethnicity, 
religion, sexual images, deliberate intimidation, stalking, 
following, unwanted communication, photography 
or recording, sustained disruption of presentations or 
discussions, inappropriate physical contact, f ighting, 
bullying, sharing gossip or rumors online or offline and 
unwelcome sexual attention.

Closing
This Code of Conduct is a living document managed by 
the NextCycle community. For suggested changes, please 
contact nextcyclewa@recycle.com.

Report violations of the Code of Conduct to NextCycle staff. 
Reports of violations will be received with discretion and 
reporters will be protected from retaliation. Anyone with 
concerns about NextCycle staff are asked to contact Nina 
Olivier at the King County Solid Waste Division, nolivier@
kingcounty.gov or 206-477-0644. 
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Evaluation Criteria for Scored Application Questions
Use this helpful checklist as you gather information and complete your application. Applications will be evaluated and 
given a score of up to 120 possible points.

Criteria Definition

□ Project
Overview
10 POINTS

• Summarizes the business or project in a concise and articulate way and includes the
“big picture” vision for the business or project (5 pts)

• Articulates what outcomes of success looks like for the business or project and describes 
how the Seed Grant program can support the business or project goals (5 pts)

□ Project Team/
Partners
20 POINTS

• Project team demonstrates relevant experience, background, capacity, and leadership 
to ensure successful implementation (10 pts)

• Team includes partners or other supporters that will contribute to project success (10
pts)

□ Concept 
Feasibility 
20 POINTS

• Presents a convincing market opportunity that defines the customer or audience who 
will benefit and use the product or service and can demonstrate evidence of demand 
for the offering (10 pts)

• Has a clear vision of how the project can scale or replicate (5 pts)
• Describes relevant strengths that uniquely position the team for success and 

understands the challenges this project or business may face (5 pts)

□ Environmental
Impact
10 POINTS

• Describes how the project plans to keep materials within King County’s circular
economy and results in environmental benefits (5 pts)

• Considers the full life cycle impacts of their product, project, or service (5 pts)

□ Economic
Impact
Potential
10 POINTS

• Clearly explains potential direct economic impacts such as job creation, living wages,
or other positive impacts (5 pts)

• Demonstrates understanding of indirect economic benefits such as supporting
businesses in the local community and/or along supply chains within King County (5 pts)

□ Community &
Environmental
Justice
20 POINTS

• Demonstrates effort to assess community impact through community engagement
(5 pts)

• Builds capacity within overburdened communities and provides lasting benefits (5 pts)
• Has awareness of and articulates potential environmental risks/environmental justice 

impacts (5 pts)
• Describes thoughtful approach to mitigate environmental justice risks (5 pts)

□ Budget
20 POINTS

• Budget request is clear, and expenses contribute to achieving the project goals
• Expenses meet eligibility guidelines
• Budget request timeline fits within a six-month period

□ Project
Outcomes
10 POINTS

• Outcome is clearly defined
• Outcome is appropriate for the scope and scale of the project

mailto:circulargrants%40kingcounty.gov?subject=
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Scored Application Questions 
Applications must be submitted through the online submission portal. Submissions are due on or before 11:59 PM Pacific 
Time on Friday, September 19, 2025. If you need assistance navigating the online submission portal, please reach out to our 
team at NextCycleWA@recycle.com or circulargrants@kingcounty.gov.

1. Project Impact Confirmation
Please confirm your project is designed to have impact on 
King County’s waste system, excluding the cities of Seattle 
and Milton. The Seed Grants are based on King County’s solid 
waste system that serves 37 of the 39 cities in King County, 
excluding Seattle and Milton. A project may have residual 
impact in the Seattle/Milton areas and other areas in the 
state, however it should primarily impact the unincorporated 
cities in the King County solid waste system. Those cities 
include: Algona, Auburn, Beaux Arts Village, Black Diamond, 
Bothell (partially), Burien, Carnation, Clyde Hill, Covington, 
Des Moines, Duvall, Enumclaw, Federal Way, Hunts Point, 
Issaquah, Kenmore (partially), Kent, Kirkland, Lake Forest 
Park, Maple Valley, Medina, Mercer Island, Newcastle, 
Normandy Park, North Bend, Pacific, Redmond, Renton, 
Sammamish, SeaTac, Shoreline, Skykomish, Snoqualmie, 
Tukwila, Woodinville, and Yarrow Point.

□ Yes, my project is designed to have primary impact on the 
unincorporated cities included in King County’s waste
system.

□ No, my project is NOT designed to have primary impact 
on the unincorporated cities included in King County’s
waste system.

2. Share Your Vision with Us
This is your chance to give us the big-picture view of your 
project. It should serve as a high-level introduction and 
summary of the key points from the entire application (you 
will have a chance to go into more detail below). It will be 
the first content that the reviewers see, so make sure that 
it paints a complete picture. Consider skipping this and 
returning to it after filling out the rest of the application. 
Relates to Project Overview criterion (10 points total).

a. Project Title:
Character Limit: 100 (approximately 25 words)

b. Project Type:
Select one of the following.

i. Upstream Projects - prevent waste or
improve and expand rescue, reuse and repair
of material and organic streams within King
County.

ii. Downstream Projects - improve, innovate,
or expand recycling, recovery and end uses
or material and organic streams within King
County.

c. Project Stage
Select one of the following.
*Note, ideation stage is not eligible. Please see
website to reference definition of stages.

i. Research
ii. Pilot
iii. Scaling
iv. Early Growth

d. Project Vision / Abstract (5 points)
Clearly summarize your project, highlighting the
most important things that a reviewer should take
away from this application. Make sure to include your
“big picture” vision.
Character Limit: 1500 (approximately 350 words)

e. Project Outcomes (5 points)
What does success look like for your project in the
near term (six to twelve months)?If awarded a Seed
Grant, how will the funds help achieve your vision?
Character Limit: 1500 (approximately 350 words)

3. Tell Us About Your Team
This is your chance to highlight the people doing this great 
work. Feel free to brag about yourself, your team, and your 
partners. Don’t be shy! Relates to Project Team and Partners 
criterion (20 points total).

a. Project Team (10 points)
Describe your project team and their experience.
Explain how the team demonstrates relevant
experience, background, capacity, and leadership to
successfully implement the project.
Character Limit: 2000 (approximately 460 words)

i. Project Team Members
List the core team members on this project,
other than yourself.
Please include first name, last name, email
address, organization

b. Project Partners and Supporters Description
(10 points)
Describe any established relationships that will
actively support your project success such as supply
chain partners, regional or local partners, mentors,
advisors, and/or community representatives. You
are encouraged to attach letters of support below.
Character Limit: 1500 (approximately 350 words)

i. Project Partners and Supporters
List your Project Partners/Project Supporters.
Please include first name, last name, email
address, organization

mailto:circulargrants%40kingcounty.gov?subject=
mailto:%20nextcyclewa%40recycle.com?subject=
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dnrp/waste-services/garbage-recycling-compost/solid-waste-programs/re-plus/re-plus-grants
https://www.nextcyclewashington.com/
mailto:circulargrants%40kingcounty.gov?subject=


circulargrants@kingcounty.gov  nextcyclewa@recycle.comRe+ Grants NextCycle Washington 9

4. Tell Us About Your Project
This is your chance to provide more detail about your project 
vision and the opportunity that you are building from. We 
want to see that there is a need for this product, service, or 
program and that there is a clear path to long-term success. 
This relates to Concept Feasibility criterion (20 points total).

a. Market Opportunity (10 points)
Describe in detail the product, service, or program
you are providing and why this represents a great
opportunity. Consider touching on the following
points:

i. Details about who your project will serve or
benefit.

ii. Share information about your intended
customer base.

iii. Demonstrate the need / demand for this
product, service, or program.

Character Limit: 1500 (approximately 350 words)

b. Scalability (5 points)
How do you see your project expanding, replicating,
or growing over time?
Character Limit: 750 (approximately 175 words)

c. Strengths and Challenges (5 points)
i. How is your project uniquely positioned to

succeed?
Character Limit: 750 (approximately 175
words)

ii. What are the primary challenges you will face
and how will you mitigate them?
Character Limit: 750 (approximately 175
words)

5. Tell Us About The Outcomes
This is your chance to describe the economic and 
environmental benefits of your project. We are looking for 
projects that benefit both aspects. Relates to Environmental 
Impact criterion (10 points total) and Economic Impact 
criterion (10 points total).

a. Environmental Benefits (10 points)
What materials are you keeping within the circular
economy and diverting from the King County
disposal stream?

i. Plastics
ii. Textiles
iii. Construction & demolition
iv. Organic materials
v. Metal
vi. Paper
vii. Wood
viii. Mixed materials
ix. Other_________

8	 Hourly rate that an individual in a household must earn to support themself and their family. Visit this link for reference

How are you diverting these materials from the King 
County disposal stream?

UPSTREAM: 

i. Waste prevention
ii. Packaging reuse operations and programs
iii. Other material reuse operations and

programs
iv. Upcycled products
v. Sharing or rental systems for reuse
vi. Reuse, repair, or share technology platforms
vii. Food rescue
viii. Other

DOWNSTREAM:

i. Organics/composting systems
ii. Recycling supply chain (includes collection,

processing, and end markets)
iii. Recycling innovation and technology (novel

approaches)
iv. Other

Provide additional details on your processes or 
approach to diverting materials from the King 
County disposal stream and why you see this as an 
opportunity. Character Limit: 750 (approximately 175 
words)

Select areas where your project will have positive 
environmental impact:

i. Reduce materials disposed in the King County
Cedar Hills Regional landfill

ii. Increase material reuse
iii. Reduce consumption virgin materials and

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
iv. Other positive environmental benefits (Please

explain)

Describe how your project has a positive 
environmental impact on the selected areas. Include 
consideration of the full lifecycle impact of the 
product, service, or program.  
Character Limit: 1500 (approximately 350 words)

b. Economic Benefits (10 points)
Describe how this project will create direct economic
opportunities such as jobs, livable wages,8 and labor
income or result in other indirect economic impacts
such as supporting other businesses in the local
community and/or along supply chains within King
County.
Character Limit: 1500 (approximately 350 words)

mailto:circulargrants%40kingcounty.gov?subject=
mailto:%20nextcyclewa%40recycle.com?subject=
https://kingcounty.gov/en/dept/dnrp/waste-services/garbage-recycling-compost/solid-waste-programs/re-plus/re-plus-grants
https://www.nextcyclewashington.com/
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6. Tell Us About Your Approach to
Community

This is your opportunity to describe the ways in which you 
center people and the communities in which you operate 
and serve. Relates to Community and Environmental Justice 
criterion (20 points total).

a. Community Engagement (5 points)
How do people directly impacted by your work
participate in the decision-making of your work?
How do you engage with people in the communities
that you will serve or operate in?

i. My project already includes and involves
people in my impacted community in the
project.

ii. I plan to include and involve people in my
impacted community in the project.

iii. Not applicable.

Describe how you are or plan to include and 
involve people in your impacted community. If not 
applicable, please explain why. 
Character Limit: 750 (approximately 175 words)

b. Community Benefits (5 points)
Describe how your project benefits the people
and communities in which you serve and operate,
such as building the capacity of community
members, providing access to additional services
and opportunities, or improving resilience in
communities facing high environmental risks.
Consult the Washington Environmental Health
Disparities Map to pinpoint where economic and
social vulnerability, and environmental pollution
contribute to inequitable health outcomes and
unequal access to healthy communities.
Character Limit: 750 (approximately 175 words)

c. Environmental Risks such as truck traffic, air
emissions, odors, or other possible pollution or
nuisances (10 points)

i. What potential environmental risks might
your project present to the communities or
people in which you serve and operate?
Character Limit: 750 (approximately 175
words)

ii. How will you work towards the fair treatment
and engagement of overburdened
communities that bear the burden of
environmental impacts and mitigate risks for
these communities?
Character Limit: 750 (approximately 175
words)

7. Tell us about your Project Budget and
Measure of Success

This is where you will provide your total project budget and 
list the expenses that you are requesting as a part of this 
grant. You will also include your vision for success and how 
it will be measured.  

a. Project Budget (20 points)
Please provide a summary of the total project
budget and timeline for spending. IF the total project
budget exceeds the maximum grant award amount
of $10,000, please indicate the source of additional
funding required to implement the project scope
described above in the Project Overview
Character Limit: 2000

i. Funding categories
Please describe how the grant funds will be
used for each applicable funding category.
The total grant request may not exceed
$10,000

b. Measure of Success (10 points)
What does success look like for your project and how
will it be measured?
Character Limit: 2000

Re+ Grants

circulargrants@kingcounty.gov

NextCycle Washington

 nextcyclewa@recycle.com
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