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1. Purpose 

This policy defines how King County agencies determine whether a project is exempt from the 
Green Building Ordinance (GBO) under the Strategic Climate Action Plan (SCAP) 2025 
Appendix B, or, if a project proposes to not be able to achieve GBO requirements, how it may 
request a waiver under K.C.C. 18.17.060. The policy ensures consistent application of 
exemptions, transparent waiver decisions, and alignment with the County’s environmental, 
equity, and fiscal goals. 

2. Applicability 

This policy applies to all King County agencies responsible for capital, operational, or planning 
projects that may fall under K.C.C. 18.17.050. It governs: 

 Exemptions — Projects that do not trigger GBO requirements based on SCAP-defined 
categories. 

 Waivers — Projects that trigger GBO requirements but cannot fully comply due to 
feasibility, cost, or statutory limitations. 

3. Exemption Categories (SCAP 2025 Appendix B) 

A project is exempt from GBO requirements if it meets one of the following categories and 
provides documentation supporting the exemption. A project is exempt from Green Building 
Ordinance (GBO) requirements when it meets one of the following categories and provides 
documentation supporting the exemption. Projects exempt from GBO are not required to 
complete the GBO scorecard or the C&D Materials Management Report. 
Projects that are not exempt from GBO may still qualify separately for C&D reporting 
exemptions if they do not generate construction or demolition materials. 

3.1 Parent/Subproject Project Structure 



The parent project includes no construction; reporting occurs through subprojects that 
contain the construction scope. Subprojects are exempted when they have limited scope 
and therefore are reported under the parent project. 

3.2 Administrative or Finance Projects Not Owned by King County 

Examples include central charges, debt service, or pass-through financial transactions. 
These do not involve physical assets subject to GBO requirements. 

3.3 Study, Report, or Assessment Only 

Projects that produce strategic plans, feasibility studies, compliance reports, or 
assessments without construction or physical improvements. They also do not dictate or 
establish scope for future capital projects.  

3.4 No Construction / Other Non-Applicable Work 

Projects limited to work such as security systems, fire alarms, or minor replacements or 
installations that do not alter building systems or performance. 

3.5 Acquisition Only 

Projects involving property, land, or easement acquisition with no construction or 
renovation. 

3.6 IT / Software / Programming 

Projects involving computers, tv screens, software, network upgrades, or technology 
modernization. 

3.7 Project on Hold 

Projects formally paused by the agency or Executive. 

3.8 Project Reassigned 

Projects transferred to another agency or program where scope or applicability changes. 

4. Waiver Eligibility Criteria (K.C.C. 18.17.060) 

If a project is not exempt, it may request a waiver when one or more of the following apply: 

4.1 Technical Infeasibility 

Compliance is not possible due to site constraints, engineering limitations, or conflicts 
with other regulatory requirements. 

4.2 Unreasonable Cost 

Compliance imposes costs disproportionate to environmental, operational, or equity 
benefits when evaluated over the asset’s life cycle. 

4.3 Insufficient Benefit 

Compliance does not meaningfully advance environmental performance, greenhouse 
gas reduction, or equity outcomes. 



4.4 Historic Preservation Conflicts 

For designated or eligible landmarks, compliance may be waived if it would damage 
historic character or conflict with preservation standards. 

5. Exemption and Waiver Request Requirements 

5.1 Exemption Request Package 

Agencies must submit to their Green Building Team Lead: 

 Project description and scope 

 Exemption category (Section 3 of this Policy) 

 Documentation confirming the project meets the exemption criteria 

 Confirmation that no construction or GBO triggering activity is included 

5.2 Waiver Request Package 

Green Building Team Lead must submit to the King County Green Building Team 
Program Manager: 

 Project overview (name, location, type, manager, applicable GBO requirements) 

 Basis for waiver (Section 4 of this Policy) 

 Alternatives analysis describing which requirements can and cannot be met 

 Mitigation or in lieu actions to reduce environmental or equity impacts 

 Supporting documentation (engineering reports, life cycle cost analyses, rating 
system checklists, preservation assessments, and if applicable energy model, 
solar assessment, C&D documentation, record of troubleshooting attempts with 
division or department’s Green Building Team Lead) 

6. Review and Approval Process 

6.1 Exemptions 

 Reviewed and signed by designated agency reviewers in PRISM  

 Exemptions are logged for audit and reporting consistency. 

6.2 Waivers 

 Reviewed and signed by designated agency Director or their designee. 

 Reviewed by the King County Green Building Team Program Manager within 10 
business days. The King County Green Building Team Program Manager 
coordinates independent interagency review panel1 to recommends to approve, 
partially approve, or deny the waiver and request any conditional requirement 

 
1 Interagency review panel shall include Green Building Lead of agency not seeking a waiver and at least 
one other Subject Matter Expert related to the scope of the project seeking a waiver 



including mitigation measures, alternative performance requirements, or 
additional reporting. The final recommendation will be sent to the Executive or 
designee2 for final review and approval. 

 GBO Leadership Sponsor or their designee is briefed by King County Green 
Building Team Program Manager on recommendation.  

 The Executive or designee will review waiver recommendations and confirm final 
decisions within 10 business days. If waiver recommendation packages are 
incomplete or need to be adjusted, the Green Building Team Program Manager 
and Interagency Review Committee will resubmit to the Executive or designee. 

 Waivers are logged for audit and reporting consistency. 

7. Reporting Requirements 

Under K.C.C. 18.17.060.B.3, the Executive must include in the quarterly budget management 
report: 

 All waivers granted 

 Reasons for each waiver 

 Actions taken to meet the intent of the ordinance within reasonable cost 

 The Green Building Team Program Manager will compile the information above and 
send to the Executive Budget Office within 10 business days of end of each quarter. 

Exemptions are tracked internally but are not included in statutory reporting unless requested. 

8. Recordkeeping 

Agencies must retain: 

 Exemption determinations 

 Waiver requests and decisions 

 Supporting documentation 

 Final project certification or closeout materials 

Records must follow County retention schedules. 

9. Continuous Improvement 

The Green Building Team will annually review exemption and waiver trends to identify common 
barriers, improve guidance, and recommend updates to implementation practices under K.C.C. 
18.17.080. 

 

 
2 As of May 2026, all waiver packages will be transmitted to the Executive Office’s Capital Budget 
Process Manager. An Executive designee could change or include other staff at a future date.  


