
 
 
 
 
 
 

P A G E  | 1 
 

Cedar Hills Regional Landfill Community Meeting 
October 9, 2025 

 
Presenters: 
Rebecca Singer, Solid Waste Division Director 
Dan Swope, Senior Engineer 
Joseph Newton, Cedar Hills Regional Landfill Supervisor 
 
Kalyn Brady welcomed the attendees. 
 
UPDATES 
 
Director Rebecca Singer started the presentation 
 
Acquisition of former BEW plant 
Rebecca announced that King County had purchased the landfill gas processing plant at Cedar 
Hills that was formerly owned and operated by Bio Energy Washington. The plant, operated by a 
third party, will efficiently process landfill gas and eventually generate revenue for the Solid Waste 
Division (SWD). The facility will now be called “CHRGE,” Cedar Hills Renewable Gas to Energy 
Facility (CHRGE). 
 
Dan Swope provided an update on construction and environmental monitoring at the landfill. 
 
Groundwater wells 
SWD is currently procuring a consulting firm that will reassess our hydrological model.  A 
reassessment and remedial study of the East Perch Zone is currently underway. In April we 
received a well report that identifies which wells could be decommissioned, which need 
rehabilitation, and where new wells should be added.  Next year SWD will be drilling wells and 
analyzing results from the updated well field.  
 
Construction projects  
There is a lot of construction activity in progress at Cedar Hills.  
 
Area 8, the active cell, is undergoing Stage 1 closure, with closure to be completed by the end of 
this month on the west and south slopes. Lift 7 of eleven lifts (each about 30 feet thick) is in 
progress. East slope winterization will start this month, using tarps for erosion control. East side 
interim closure will be done in the spring of 2026. Installing horizontal wells as we progress 
through lifts, a routine procedure to mitigate environmental impact. These are followed with 
vertical wells. 
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• A large portion of the new cell, Area 9, has been excavated. This will be the final refuse cell.  
Excavation is occurring around the current facilities; we are behind schedule on moving some 
personnel. Demolition is set to begin in March 2026.  Construction of Area 9 will continue for 
two more summers.  

• Area 5/6 has been delayed due to issues with procurement; bids had to be pulled and the 
specs reviewed. Will go back out to bid Q1 2026. The stockpile needs to be moved.  

• Area 5 will come first. Most soil will be removed, but three feet of soil will be left in place 
initially to reduce odor potential until it is necessary to remove it.  

• North development, which entails relocation of staff buildings, is underway. The landfill gas 
crew will be stationed there. Modulars will be added for additional staff.  Estimated time frame 
is March.  

Air Monitoring  
Under the administrative order issued by Puget Sound Clean Air Agency, the second round of flare 
stack testing was completed in July.  Testing included Fourier Transform Infrared Testing to 
determine if arsine is present. The third round of ambient air monitoring at the lagoons was also 
finished in July.  The data are in, and modeling should be completed in December. SWD continues 
with an assessment of Best Available Control Technology to be used when flaring and at the 
leachate lagoons. 
 
Eastern buffer property deconstruction  
• Houses that were determined to have no salvageable material have been demolished. 
• A land survey was conducted to determine location of fencing; installation is scheduled for 

completion before the end of the year. 
• The fencing will be green, vinyl-coated chain link and will enclose King County properties. 
• Deconstruction of remaining houses is scheduled for spring, pending successful bidding 

process. 

Joseph Newton updated attendees on current landfill operations. 
 
Landfill operations 

• Transportation staff and equipment are now domiciled at a leased site on Cedar Grove 
property. 

• The Byers odor control system, a plant-based odor mitigation system, has been deployed 
on the western portion of Area 8 and a new unit has been added at the leachate ponds. 

• At the eastern buffer properties discussed earlier, landscaping and landscape 
maintenance will continue. 



   
 

 P A G E  | 3 
  

• Landfill employees are being relocated to the upper parking lot beginning in November; the 
last part of the move should be completed in late March. 

 
Q&A 
 
Participants were asked to limit their questions or comments to three minutes. They were also 
reminded that staff from Public Health and the Department of Ecology were present for possible 
questions. 
 
Q: The gas plant was started—it was loud; is it running? 
 
A: Yes, it is running 24/7. 
 
Q: What is the long-term strategy regarding the landfill. What are the options? I would like a 
meeting that would look at the long-term plan for the landfill. 
 
A: Long-term disposal planning will be part of the Comprehensive Solid Waste Management Plan 
(Comp Plan) update now underway. The Comp Plan includes impact analysis under the State 
Environmental Policy Act, which includes a robust public involvement process. Once we have the 
environmental analysis and public input, we can assess the options for long-term disposal—we 
do not know now what the best option is. Currently, the landfill has capacity until around 2038 or 
2040. We will be working with the regulatory agencies, city partners, haulers, and other interested 
parties as we move toward that decision. 
 
Q: If the data for arsine in the air comes back higher after modeling, what is the plan? 
 
A: The processing plant was shut down for two years. The best method for remediation is to 
process the landfill gas, which pulls out the contaminants, which can then be disposed of 
properly at an appropriate facility.  The goal is to not flare the gas, but process it and put it in the 
pipeline. 
 
Q: Are there markets for arsenic? 
 
A: We don’t know, as we’ve just obtained the plant. BEW took the media to landfills that accept 
them, rather than recycling; this is likely what we will do, initially. 
 
Q: BEW disposed of the material in our landfill—is that where the arsenic in the leachate was 
coming from? What about arsenic in the air from aeration at the leachate ponds? 
 
A: Arsenic is present in a lot of products, however, the media were all disposed of in one cell, and 
we have not accepted them since 2018. The levels of arsenic seem to have stabilized, and we are 
no longer seeing spikes. However, we will continue to monitor levels in conjunction with the 
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County’s Wastewater Treatment Division and Industrial Waste Program.  Regarding the ponds, we 
are continuing to work on the plan to cover them. The need to obtain a Special Use Permit for 
location of some of the operational components will add delay to that project. 
 
Q: What happens with closure of Cedar Hills—is SWD looking at doing something else on the site? 
Is there a set plan for the site?  
 
A: As discussed earlier, we are not close to making any decisions, because we have to look at all 
of the options for future use. Landfill gas and leachate will continue to be present after closure. 
Closure of the landfill may present opportunities to put resources back into the community, such 
as recreation, bike trails, etc. 
 
Q: Having lived here for 32 years, it appears the plan continues to be pushed out. SWD has never 
considered the equity and environmental justice issues around the presence of Cedar Hills and 
Cedar Grove and the community having to take everyone’s garbage. Have you worked with other 
landfills? 
 
A: We work with design engineers who have experience working with many landfills and pursue 
best practices to minimize impacts.  The landfill is a very large pile of refuse, and everything we do 
is aimed at minimizing impacts. As we run into unknowns or problems, we work to find the best 
approaches for operating the landfill, and to protect the community and the environment. As the 
landfill has grown, regulations have also gotten tighter, and we continue to meet the regulatory 
requirements. We are continuously working to improve our operations. 
 
Q: The federal Environmental Protection Agency is rolling back regulations—are we going back? 
What regulations does SWD have to comply with? 
 
A: We are regulated by the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency and the Washington Department of 
Ecology. They are delegated agencies and can adopt stricter regulations than the federal 
agencies.  Washington state environmental regulations have always been stricter than federal 
regulations, because our leadership has historically put a lot of emphasis on environmental 
protection.  
 
Q: The leachate lagoons are a problem area. SWD was looking at putting covers on the lagoons. 
Why is that not happening now? Is there funding for it? 
 
 A: Yes, there is funding.  The delay in the project has resulted from a combination of engineering 
and permitting issues. While we are moving forward with cover design, we are also looking 
holistically at the lagoons beyond just a cover system. The lagoons were built to the standards of 
the time, with a single lining; we are looking at double lining, the current best practice.  The 
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lagoons aerate the leachate to volatilize the volatile organic compounds, metals settle, and the 
soil holding the settled material is cleaned out every few years and placed in the landfill. 
 
Q: [Question unclear] 
 
A: Public Health response: Public Health issues SWD permits each year, covering all compliance 
requirements including those related to groundwater protection. 
 
Q: What agency issued the permits for the lagoons? 
 
A: We are not sure—this occurred in the 1970s or 1980s. That was a different world in terms of 
permitting; we are required to comply with much stricter standards now. 
 
Q (comment): The landfill would not be permitted in Europe, including leachate being discharged 
into the wastewater system. The landfill should be shut down. In Europe $100 billion goes into a 
circular economy from recycling. 
 
A: We are all responsible for the waste generated in the county and collected at the curb. How do 
we reduce our waste? We must find ways to manage it. 
 
Q: How much of the recycling is going to other countries? Glass is a big issue. We have just one 
bin and it is too costly. In Europe, we have separate containers for materials. 
 
A: Not sure why multiple bins are utilized in Europe but mixed recycling has proven to be an 
effective system to increase recycling levels.  
 
Q (comment): Recycling facilities need to sort materials accurately and find markets. 
 
A: Previous County Executive Dow Constantine asked SWD to conduct an assessment of the 
recyclables coming through our transfer stations and we determined that 90 percent was ending 
up at the appropriate facilities. 
 
Two attendees made comments about what happens to recyclables and the need to consider 
public health. 
 
Q: What is the status of the Brighton property adjacent to the landfill? 
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A: We will be using it to host staff working on deconstruction projects. Entry would be from the 
landfill. 
 
Q: What about covenants applicable to the residential area? 
 
A: We are just starting to look at the permitting and will include public input and comply with any 
covenants. 
 
Q: What causes the need to decommission some wells? 
 
A: Some are 25 to 30 years old and have filter packs that are not filtering out the sediment. The 
wells are part of a network and need to be designed as such. A hydrogeological report now in 
progress will inform any design improvements made to the network. 
 
Q: When are you taking the soil from Areas 5 and 6? Will you be monitoring with drones? Will you 
do more once the soil is removed? 
 
A: We monitor with wheeled vehicles at 25-foot spacing, once per month, as required under the 
regulations. We also monitor by drone monthly, flying 15 feet above the surface to find any fugitive 
emissions. This excludes the active area and construction areas where the drones would be near 
people. If any readings of concern are found, we go back to measure manually.   
 
Q: The leachate ponds are in the buffer; SWD bought people out to recover the 1,000-foot buffer 
where there was encroachment. Waste is not allowed in the buffer—how is having the leachate 
ponds in the buffer different? 
 
A: SWD is prohibited from placing refuse or soil stockpiles within 1,000 feet of the landfill property 
line; the lagoons do not fall under that prohibition and are located in the buffer adjacent to 
commercial rather than residential use. 
 
Q: When is construction of the new office space to be completed? 
 
A: That is part of the permanent facility relocation project, still underway.  Some personnel have 
been moved temporarily. Moving staff to the south end was the original plan but is no longer. 
Wastewater and landfill gas crews will have offices on site at the north end so they can monitor 
the landfill. 
 



   
 

 P A G E  | 7 
  

The meeting ended at 8:00 p.m. Attendees were encouraged to subscribe to the newsletter. The 
notes and presentation will be posted to the website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAKING/subscriber/new?topic_id=WAKING_988

