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October 3, 2017 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

On behalf ofthe Kirkland City Council, I am pleased to write in support of our joint application for "New 
Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" to the U.S. Department of Transportation's FY 2017 
Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program. 

When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country they shaped 
communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the 
Puget Sound region of Washington State, those same right of ways are evolving to connect people, 
places, businesses and local governments in new and exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a 
TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant progress in realizing the fully
built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, active transportation corridor in 
this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 

A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects- the Wilburton Center Segment in 
the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland- that bookend what 
will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor. These projects build on the multi-million
dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State of Washington, King County, 
Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, 
Woodinville. They will improve aging infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two urban 
centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will connect communities
urban, suburban and rural- to each other, support choices among transportation modes and enhance 
vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington. 

The finished projects will add value to recent public-private partnership contributions and leverage 
investments planned ahead. For example, the City of Kirkland and the State of Washington have 
invested over $9 million in acquisition and development of the corridor, while Google chose to expand 
its campus adjacent to this corridor in Kirkland, and has invested over $3 million in public amenities. 
Another public-private partnership involving a private health care organization, the City of Bellevue, King 
County, and the State of Washington has raised $7 .SM that will support improvements to the iconic 
Wilburton Trestle that will make it a new route for commuters from south and east King County and a 
tourist destination. 

I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits 

"New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" will provide for Puget Sound residents. 

Sincerely, 
KIRKLAND CITY COUNCIL 

I ~A.-ljwa/P 
Am~{re~, -Mayor 
City of Kirkland 

-
123 Fifth Avenue ° Kirkland, Washington 98033-6189 o 425 .587.3000 o www.kirklondwa.gov 



cc: Metropolitan King County Council 

US Senator Patty Murray 

US Senator Maria Cantwell 

Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 

Congressman Dave Reichert 

Congressman Adam Smith 



King County 
Metropolitan King County Council 
King County Courthouse 
516 Third Avenue, Room 1200 
Seattle, WA 98104-3272 

206-296-1000 TTY 206-296-1024 
Toll Free: 1-800-325-6165 
www. ki ngcounty .gov /cou neil 

October 11, 2017 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

We are pleased to write in support of King County's and the City of Kirkland's joint application for "New 
Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation's FY 2017 
Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program. 

When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country they shaped 
communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in the heart of King County, located in 
the Puget Sound region of Washington State, those same right of ways are evolving to connect people, 
places, businesses and local governments in new and exciting ways. 

These connections will build on recent public-private partnerships and leverage future investments. For 
example, Google chose to expand its campus adjacent to this corridor in the City of Kirkland, and 
invested over $3 million in public amenities. Another public-private partnership involving a private 
health care organization, the City of Bellevue, King County, and the State of Washington has raised 
$7.5M that will support improvements to the iconic Wilburton Trestle . At the heart of a rapidly growing 
city, Wilburton is envisioned to include a broader mix of uses to meet the area's expected 110,000 jobs and 
21,500 housing units by 2035. Once complete, the corridor will connect communities to employment centers, 
health services, and community green spaces while accommodating utilities and near- and long-term light rail 
transit development. 

A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects- the Wilburton Center Segment in 
the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland- that bookends what 
will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor. These projects build on the multi-million
dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State of Washington, King County, 
Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, and 
Woodinville . The opportunity will connect communities- urban, suburban and rural- to each other, 
support choices among transportation modes and enhance vitality and mobility within this network of 
job centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington. 

With your help, in the form of a TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant 
progress in realizing the fully-built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, 



ti 
King County 

active transportation corridor in this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. Thank you for your consideration of 
the numerous benefits "New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" will provide. 

Sincerely, 

Joe McDermott Reagan Dunn 
Chair, King County Council Vice Chair, King County Council 

Rod Dembowski Larry Gossett 
Vice Chair, King County Council King County Councilmember 

Claudia Balducci Jeanne Kohl-Wells 
King County Councilmember King County Councilmember 

Kathy Lambert Dave Upthegrove 
King County Council member King County Council member 

Pete von Reichbauer 
King County Councilmember 



City of 
Bellevue 

October 2, 2017 

Office of the Mayor· Phone 425-452-7810 ·Fax 425-452-7919 
Post Office Box 90012 ·Bellevue, Washington· 98009 9012 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

On behalf of the Bellevue City Council, I am pleased to write in support ofthe joint application from King 
County and the City of Kirkland for "New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" to the U.S. 
Department of Transportation's FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery 
(TIGtR) grant program. 

When rights of way for rail lines were created across the country, they shaped communities and 
supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the Puget Sound region 
of Washington State, those same rights of way are evolving to connect people, places, businesses and 
local governments in new and exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a TIGER discretionary grant 
investment, our region will make significant progress in realizing the fully-built, master-planned 
construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, active transportation corridor in this historic Eastside 
Rail Corridor. 

A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects- the Wilburton Center Segment in 
the city of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the city of Kirkland -that bookend what 
will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor. These projects build on the multi-million
dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State of Washington, King County, 
Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, and 
Woodinville. These investments will improve aging infrastructure and address significant safety issues in 
two urban centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will connect 
communities- urban, suburban and rural- to each other, support transportation mode choices and 
enhance vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake 
Washington. 

The finished projects will add value to recent public-private partnership contributions and leverage 
future investments. A private health care organization, the City of Bellevue, King County, and the State 
of Washington have committed $7.5 million to support trail improvements on the iconic wooden 
Wilburton Trestle. The trestle trail experience will generate tourism industry benefits while at the same 
time opening a new route for commuters from south and east King County. In Bellevue's burgeoning 
Spring District, REI is moving 1,400 employees to a new headquarters campus next to a new light rail 
station and the Eastside Rail Corridor. Adjacent to REI is the Global Innovation Exchange, a first of its 
kind technology institute offering master's degrees through a partnership of the University of 
Washington, Microsoft and China's Tsinghua University. These and more public and private investments 
will leverage the TIGER grant investment for significant community and economic benefits in Bellevue. 

City of Bellevue offices are located at 450 110th Avenue NE 



I urge a favorable review of this application . Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits 

"New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" will provide for Puget Sound residents. 

Sincerely, 

Mayor 

cc: Bellevue City Council 

Metropolitan King County Council 

Kirkland City Council 

US Senator Patty Murray 

US Senator Maria Cantwell 

Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 

Congressman Dave Reichert 

Congressman Adam Smith 



CityofRedmon d 
WAS t-t iNGTON 

October 6, 2017 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao, Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

RE: King County TIGER Application 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

The City of Redmond strongly supports King County's and the City of Kirkland' s joint 
application for "New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" to the U.S. Department of 

Transportation' s FY2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) 
discretionary grant program. 

The proposed project will enable two catalytic connections along the Eastside Rail Corridor 
(ERC). The ERC is a 42-mile long corridor spanning six cities, including Redmond, two 
counties and provides a critical path for a trail, transit and utilities. Cities along the corridor need 
healthy, convenient transportation options. 

King County has grown by over 100,000 residents since 2015. The ERC will play an integral 
role in these rapidly growing, diverse communities, forming a seamless connection among four 
regional growth centers and numerous neighborhoods along the eastern edge of Lake 
Washington. The proposed connections in King County's application will provide safe, 

comfortable and useful access for thousands of people who live and work in the region whether 
they are riding a bike, walking or accessing high capacity transit. 

The project harnesses public and private investments and serves two of the highest trafficked 
areas of the Eastside Rail Corridor. The City of Kirkland's Totem Lake Connector Bridge will 

create access from the corridor to Kirkland's only urban center, which is expected to add 2,500 
new homes by 2035 . The project will make vital connections to medical facilities, employment 
centers along with fostering economic growth opportunities. Eventually, Redmond's trail will 

connect to Totem Lake, linking the Downtown Redmond urban center to the Totem Lake urban 
center and providing more access to transit via the Downtown Redmond light rail station. 

The Wilburton segment, will enable access to Sound Transit' s Light Rail station that opens in 
2023, to downtown Bellevue via a planned connection along with supporting a redeveloping 

neighborhood that includes both residential and commercial development. 

15670 N E 85'h Street • PO Box 9701 0 • Redmond, W A • 98073-9710 
TOGETH ER WE CREATE A COMMUNITY OF GOOD NEIGHBORS 



CityofR e dmond 
W/•SiiiNGTON 

The City of Redmond is pleased to support this joint TIGER application. The proposal will 
improve mobility to regional growth centers, enhance transit connections and provide enhanced 

connectivity along the 42-mile corridor, including Redmond's Central Connector and the Cross 
Kirkland Corridor. 

Sincerely, 

ua~~(A_t~ 
Marchione lj 

yor 

Cc: Senator Patty Murray 
Senator Maria Cantwell 
Congresswoman Suzan Delbene 
King County Executive Dow Constantine 
Kirkland Mayor Amy Walen 

15670 NE BS'h Street • PO Box 97010 • Redmond, WA • 98073-9710 
TOGETHER WE CREATE A COM M UNITY OF GOOD NEIG HBORS 



October 12, 2017 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

Denis Law Mayor 

I am pleased to write in support of King County's and the City of Kirkland's joint application for 
"New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation's FY 
2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program. 

When rights-of-way were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country, they 
shaped communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, 
(located in the Puget Sound region of Washington State), those same rights-of-way are evolving 
to connect people, places, businesses and local governments in new and exciting ways. With 
your help in the form of a TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant 
progress in realizing the fully-built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile
long, active transportation corridor in this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 

A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects-the Wilburton Center 
Segment in the City of Bellevue and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland
that bookend what will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor. These projects 
build on the multi-million-dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State 
of Washington, King County, Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the 
cities of Kirkland, Redmond, and Woodinville. The projects will improve aging infrastructure 
and address significant safety issues in two urban centers that are seeing robust economic 
redevelopment. The opportunity will connect urban, suburban and rural communities to each 
other; support choices among transportation modes; and enhance vitality and mobility within 
this network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington. 

The ~inished projects will a~d value to recent pu~lic-private partnership contributions and 
leverage investments planned ahead. For example, Google chose to expand its campus 
adjacent to this corridor in the City of Kirkland, and invested over $3 million in public amenities. 

Renton City Hall, 7th Floor 1055 South Grady Way, Renton, WA 98057 • rentonwa.gov 



Secretary Elaine L. Chao 
US Department of Transportation 
Page 2 of2 
October 12, 2017 

Another public-private partnership involving a private health care organization, the City of 
Bellevue, King County, and the State of Washington has raised $7.SM that will support 
improvements to the iconic Wilburton Trestle, making it a new route for commuters from south 
and east King County and a tourist destination. 

I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous 
benefits "New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" will provide for Puget Sound 
residents. 

Denis Law 
Mayor 

cc: Renton City Council 
Metropolitan King County Council 
Kirkland City Council 
US Senator Patty Murray 
US Senator Maria Cantwell 
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 

17-137 

1055 South Grady Way, Renton, WA 98057 • rentonwa.gov 



September 28, 2017 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 

Secretary 

United States Department ofTransportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

-c:~.~~: ... , ...,. -:•~ t~.,;\ ;,nl~~:~tl"#, 
••• .,... m)!\W m-rj\,...,:r;."··· }•tJ;., • 

I am pleased to write in support of King County's and the City of Kirkland's joint application for "New 

Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation's FY 2017 

Transpmtation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant program. 

When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country they shaped 

communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the 

Puget Sound region of Washington State, those same right of ways are evolving to connect people, 

places, businesses and local governments in new and exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a 

TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant progress in realizing the fully

built, master plrumed construction and repurposing of a 42-rnile long, active transportation corridor in 

this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 

A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects- the Wilburton Center Segment in 

the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland - that bookend what 

will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor. These projects build on the multi-million

dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State of Washington, King Cotmty, 

Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, 

Woodinville. They will improve aging infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two urban 

centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will cmmect communities

urban, suburban and rural - to each other, support choices among transportation modes and enhance 

vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington. 

The finished projects will add value to recent public-private pruinership contributions and leverage 

investments plrumed al1ead. For example, Google chose to expand its campus adjacent to this corridor in 

the City of Kirkland, and invested over $3 million in public amenities. Another public-private 

partnership involving Group Health/Kaiser, the City of Bellevue, King County, and the State of 

Washington has raised $7 .5M that will support improvements to the iconic Wilbmion Trestle that will 

make it a new route for commuters from south and east King County and a tourist destination. 

17301133rd Avenue NE • Woodinville, WA 98072-8534 

425-489-2700 • Fax: 425-489-2705, 425-489-2756 



I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits 

"New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" will provide for Puget Sound residents. 

Sincerely, 

Bernard W. Talmas, Mayor 

City of Woodinville, WA 

cc: Metropolitan King County Council 

Kirkland City Council 

Page2 

US Senator Patty Murray 

US Senator Maria Cantwell 

Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 

Congressman Dave Reichert 

Congressman Adam Smith 



tQ 
King County 
Department of Transportation 
Metro Transit Division 
General Manager's Office 
201 S. Jackson Street 
KSC-TR-0415 
Seattle, WA 98104-3856 

October 9, 2017 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

On behalf of King County Metro Transit I am pleased to write in support of this proposal for "New 
Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation's FY 2017 
Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program. 

When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country they shaped 
communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the 
Puget Sound region of Washington State, those same right of ways are evolving to connect people, 
places, businesses and local governments in new and exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a 
TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant progress in realizing the fully
built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, active transportation corridor in 
this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 

A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects- the Wilburton Center Segment in 
the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland- that bookend what 
will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor. These projects build on the multi-million
dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State of Washington, King County, 
Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, and 
Woodinville. They will improve aging infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two urban 
centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will connect communities
urban, suburban and rural- to each other, support choices among transportation modes and enhance 
vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington. 

King County Metro's recently adopted long range plan 'Metro Connects" calls for improving access to 
transit in dense urban areas, encourage non-motorized access improvements and partnering with others 
to identify and fund non-motorized investments. The improvements included in this proposal will 
provide important connects to light rail, Metro's bus rapid transit Rapid Ride B Line and local transit 
service. 

I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits 



The Honorable Secretary Chao 
October 9, 2017 
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"New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" will provide for Puget Sound residents. 

General Manager, Metro Transit Division 
King County Department of Transportation 

cc: Metropolitan King County Council 
Kirkland City Council 
US Senator Patty Murray 
US Senator Maria Cantwell 
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 
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October 5, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao, Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
I am pleased to write in support of King County’s and the City of Kirkland’s joint application for 
"New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation’s FY 
2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program.  
 
When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country they 
shaped communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, 
located in the Puget Sound region of Washington State, those same right of ways are evolving 
to connect people, places, businesses and local governments in new and exciting ways. With 
your help, in the form of a TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant 
progress in realizing the fully-built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile 
long, active transportation corridor in this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 
 
A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects - the Wilburton Center 
Segment in the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland - 
that bookend what will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor.  These projects 
build on the multi-million-dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State 
of Washington, King County, Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the 
cities of Kirkland, Redmond, Woodinville.  They will improve aging infrastructure and address 
significant safety issues in two urban centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. 
The opportunity will connect communities – urban, suburban and rural – to each other, support 
choices among transportation modes and enhance vitality and mobility within this network of job 
centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington.  
 
The finished projects will add value to recent public-private partnership contributions and 
leverage investments planned ahead.  For example, Google chose to expand its campus 
adjacent to this corridor in the City of Kirkland, and invested over $3 million in public amenities.  
Another public-private partnership involving a private health care organization, the City of 
Bellevue, King County, and the State of Washington has raised $7.5M that will support 
improvements to the iconic Wilburton Trestle that will make it a new route for commuters from 
south and east King County and a tourist destination. 
 
If selected for funding the Puget Sound Regional Council will work with King County and City of 
Kirkland to include the TIGER grant in the Regional Transportation Improvement Program. 
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I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous 
benefits "New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” will provide for Puget Sound 
residents. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Josh Brown, Executive Director 
Puget Sound Regional Council 
 
cc:  Metropolitan King County Council 

Kirkland City Council  
US Senator Patty Murray  
US Senator Maria Cantwell  
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

P.O. Box 1209 
Seattle, WA 98111-1209 
Tel: 787-3000 
 
www.portseattle.org 

October 13, 2017 
 
 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
I am pleased to write in support of King County’s and the City of Kirkland’s joint application for 
"New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation’s FY 
2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program.  The 
Port of Seattle acquired this corridor in 2008 from the BNSF Railway Company, in order to 
preserve the irreplaceable asset and place it in public ownership.  Our partner agencies along 
the corridor, including King County and the City of Kirkland, then bought from us portions of 
that corridor to develop an expanded regional trail system.  
 
Originally, when this rail corridor was created in eastern King County, located in the Puget 
Sound region of Washington State, it shaped communities and supported economic growth. 
Today, it is evolving to connect people, places, businesses and local governments in new, 
exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region 
will make significant progress in realizing the master planned construction and repurposing of a 
42‐mile long, historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 
 
A TIGER grant investment will allow construction of two major projects ‐ the Wilburton Center 
Segment in Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in Kirkland ‐ that bookend what will 
become the most heavily used portion of the corridor.  These projects build on the multi‐
million‐dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State of Washington, 
King County, Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, 
Redmond, Woodinville.  They will improve aging infrastructure and address significant safety 
issues in two urban centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity 
will connect communities, support choices among transportation modes and enhance vitality 
and mobility within this network of job centers along eastern Lake Washington.  
  



 
I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous 
benefits "New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” will provide for Puget Sound 
residents. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Tom Albro 
Chairman, Port of Seattle Commission 
 
cc:   Metropolitan King County Council 

Kirkland City Council  
US Senator Patty Murray  
US Senator Maria Cantwell  
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 
Seattle Port Commission  

 



 
 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
October 10, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
I am pleased to write in support of King County’s and the City of Kirkland’s joint application for 
"New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation’s FY 
2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program. Public 
Health – Seattle & King County is one of the largest metropolitan health departments in the 
United States. We have a stated mission around protecting and improving the health and well-
being of all people in King County, including promoting better health. As an organization, we 
work in partnership with our transportation colleagues to assure that walking and biking are safe, 
convenient, and enjoyable choices for everyone. Enhancing and building out a regionally critical 
portion of the Eastside Rail Corridor in this highly-populated area of King County will provide 
healthy choices in commuting, exercising, and moving between urban communities. 
 
When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country they 
shaped communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, 
located in the Puget Sound region of Washington State, those same right of ways are evolving to 
connect people, places, businesses and local governments in new and exciting ways. With your 
help, in the form of a TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant 
progress in realizing the fully-built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile 
long, active transportation corridor in this historic Eastside Rail Corridor.  
 
A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects - the Wilburton Center 
Segment in the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland - 
that bookend what will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor.  These projects 
build on the multi-million-dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State 
of Washington, King County, Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the 
cities of Kirkland, Redmond and Woodinville.  They will improve aging infrastructure and 
address significant safety issues in two urban centers that are seeing robust economic 
redevelopment. The opportunity will connect communities – urban, suburban and rural – to each 
other, support choices among transportation modes and enhance vitality and mobility within this 
network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington.  
 

The finished projects will add value to recent public-private partnership contributions and 
leverage investments planned ahead.  For example, Google chose to expand its campus adjacent 
to this corridor in the City of Kirkland, and invested over $3 million in public amenities.  



Another public-private partnership involving a private health care organization, the City of 
Bellevue, King County, and the State of Washington has raised $7.5M that will support 
improvements to the iconic Wilburton Trestle that will make it a new route for commuters from 
south and east King County and a tourist destination.  
 
Public Health - Seattle & King County works to support the development of a healthy 
community; one that is constantly creating and improving its physical and social environment, 
supports its residents, and creates conditions where people can develop to their fullest potential. 
Its priorities include ensuring accessibility and equity and social justice in how we develop 
community infrastructure. We are encouraged by and support this project that will support active 
transportation and positively affect transit-dependent and low-income populations. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits "New Connections for Eastside 
Innovation Centers” will provide for Puget Sound residents. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Patty Hayes, RN, MN 

Director, Public Health – Seattle & King County  

 

 

 
cc:  Metropolitan King County Council 

Kirkland City Council  
US Senator Patty Murray  
US Senator Maria Cantwell  
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 
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October 5, 2017 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

I am pleased to write in support of King County's and the City of Kirkland's joint 
application for "New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" to the U.S. 
Department ofTransportation's FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating 
Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program. 

When right-of-ways were cleared to make way for rail lines across the country, 
they shaped communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in 
eastern King County, located in the Puget Sound region ofWashington State, 
those same right-of-ways are evolving to connect people, places, businesses, and 
local governments in new and exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a 
TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant progress 
in realizing the fully-built, master-planned construction and repurposing of a 42-
mile long, active transportation corridor along this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 

A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects-the 
Wilburton Center Segment in the City of Bellevue and the Totem Lake Connector 
Bridge in the City of Kirkland-that bookend what will become the most heavily 
used portion of the corridor. These projects build on the multi-million dollar 
investments in acquisition and development made by the State of Washington, 
King County, Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the 
cities of Kirkland, Redmond, Woodinville. They will improve aging infrastructure 
and address significant safety issues in two urban centers that are seeing robust 
economic redevelopment. The opportunity will connect communities-urban, 
suburban and rural- to each other, support choices among transportation modes, 
and enhance vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the 
eastern shores of Lake Washington. As both an owner and easement holder 
throughout this corridor, Sound Transit supports projects on the East Side Rail 
Corridor and their contribution to regional mobility that do not make high
capacity transit on the corridor impracticable. Sound Transit will continue to work 
with King County and the City of Kirkland to ensure that their facility design 
decisions are consistent with Sound Transit's high-capacity transit easement 
rights. 

The finished projects will add value to recent public-private partnership 
contributions and leverage investments planned ahead. For example, Google 
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chose to expand its campus adjacent to this corridor in the City of Kirkland, and invested over $3 million 
in public amenities. Another public-private partnership involving a private health care organization, the 
City of Bellevue, King County, and the State of Washington has raised $7.5 million that will support 
improvements to the iconic Wilburton Trestle that will make it a new route for commuters from south and 
east King County and a tourist destination. 

I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits 
"New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" will provide for Puget Sound residents. 

Sincerely, 

Peter M. Rogoff 
Chief Executive Officer 

cc: King County Council 
Kirkland City Council 
The Honorable Patty Murray, United States Senate 
The Honorable Maria Cantwell, United States Senate 
The Honorable Suzan DelBene, United States House of Representatives 
The Honorable Dave Reichert, United States House of Representatives 
The Honorable Adam Smith, United States House of Representatives 
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www.soundtransit.org 



 

October 16, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
The Washington State Department of Transportation is pleased to support King County 
and the City of Kirkland’s joint 2017 TIGER grant application for the New 
Connections for Eastside Innovations Centers project. 
 
The proposed project will make significant progress in realizing the fully-built, master 
planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, active transportation corridor 
in the Eastside Rail Corridor. The project will construct the Wilburton Center Segment 
in the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland 
that will improve aging infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two urban 
centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. Additionally, the finished 
projects will add value to recent public-private partnership contributions and leverage 
planned investments. 
 
The Washington State Legislature has provided $7.5 million for the Wilburton 
Reconnection project, which is being cleared through a separate environmental process 
than this TIGER grant application. A portion of this funding will be dedicated to King 
County for the Wilburton Trestle, which is part of the Wilburton Center Segment.  The 
remaining funds will be used by WSDOT to build a pedestrian bridge over I-405 that 
will eliminate a significant gap in the corridor. 
 
I hope you will give this project serious consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Roger Millar, PE, AICP 
Secretary of Transportation 



AsTRONICS 
ADVANCED ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary, United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

12950 Willows Road N.E .• Kirkland, WA 98034 USA 
PHONE: +1.425.881 .1700. FAX: +1.425.702.4930 

October 3, 2017 
Ref. No. 68000-17-001 

I am pleased to write in support of King County's and the City of Kirkland's joint application for "New Connections for 
Eastside Innovation Centers" to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation's FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating 
Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program. 

When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country they shaped communities and 
supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the Puget Sound region of Washington 
State, those same right of ways are evolving to connect people, places, businesses and local governments in new and 
exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant 
progress in realizing the fully-built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, active transportation 
corridor in this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 

A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects- the Wilburton Center Segment in the City of Bellevue, 
and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland -that bookend what will become the most heavily used 
portion of the corridor. These projects build on the multi-million-dollar investments in acquisition and development made 
by the State of Washington, King County, Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of 
Kirkland, Redmond, Woodinville . They will improve aging infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two urban 
centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will connect communities- urban, suburban 
and rural- to each other, support choices among transportation modes and enhance vitality and mobility within this 
network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington. 

The finished projects will add value to recent public-private partnership contributions and leverage investments planned 
ahead. For example, Google chose to expand its campus adjacent to this corridor in the City of Kirkland, and invested over 
$3 million in public amenities. Another public-private partnership involving a private· health care organization, the City of 
Bellevue, King County, and the State of Washington has raised $7.5M that will support improvements to the iconic 
Wilburton Trestle that will make it a new route for commuters from south and east King County and a tourist destination. 

I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits "New Connections 
for Eastside Innovation Centers" will provide for Puget Sound residents. 

cc: Metropolitan King County Council 
Kirkland City Council 
US Senator Patty Murray 
US Senator Maria Cantwell 

s 

Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reicher 
Congressman Adam Smith 
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The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 

October 13, 2017 

Subject: TIGER - New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers 

Dear Secretary Chao,  

I am delighted to write in support of King County’s and the City of Kirkland’s joint application for "New 
Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation’s FY 2017 
Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program.  
 
When rail lines were built, they shaped communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in 
eastern King County, located in the Puget Sound region of Washington State, those same rail line rights 
of way are evolving to connect people, places, businesses and local governments in new and exciting 
ways. With your help, in the form of a TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make 
significant progress in realizing the fully-built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile 
long, active transportation corridor in this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 
 
A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects - the Wilburton Center Segment in 
the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland - that bookend what 
will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor.  These projects build on the multi-million-
dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State of Washington, King County, 
Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, and 
Woodinville.  They will improve aging infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two urban 
centers that need these improvements in order to fully realize robust economic redevelopment.  
 
I highly encourage favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Regards, 

 
Christopher M Thomas    Amy M Carlson  
Senior Vice President, Puget Sound Client Account Manager Vice President, Puget Sound Area Lead 
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October 4, 2017 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
On behalf of the entire EvergreenHealth community, I am pleased to write in support of King County’s 
and the City of Kirkland’s joint application for "New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” to the 
U.S. Dept. of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) 
grant program.  
 
When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country, they shaped 
communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the 
Puget Sound region of Washington State, those same right of ways are evolving to connect people, 
places, businesses and local governments in new and exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a 
TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant progress in realizing the fully-
built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, active transportation corridor in 
this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 
 
A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects - the Wilburton Center Segment in 
the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland - that bookend what 
will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor.  These projects build on the multi-million-
dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State of Washington, King County, 
Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, 
Woodinville.  They will improve aging infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two urban 
centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will connect communities – 
urban, suburban and rural – to each other, support choices among transportation modes and enhance 
vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington.  
 
The finished projects will add great value to our community. At EvergreenHealth, we welcome 
community solutions that help our staff, patients and neighbors live their healthiest best. The extension 
of this popular route will encourage more commuters to use healthier alternative means of 
transportation and provide improved tourist access to the many resources our region has to offer.  
 
I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits 
"New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” will provide for Puget Sound residents. 
Sincerely, 

    
Robert H. Malte, CEO  
 



 

 2 

 
 
cc:  Metropolitan King County Council 

Kirkland City Council  
US Senator Patty Murray  
US Senator Maria Cantwell  
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 

 
 



October 6, 2017 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
Uni~ed States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

Google Inc. 
601 N. 34th St. 
Seattle, WA 98103 

google.com 

I am pleased to write in support of King Countis and the City of Kirkland's joint application for 
"New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation's FY 
2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant program. 

With a TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant progress in 
realizing the fully-built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, active 
transportation corridor in this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 

These projects will improve aging infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two 
urban centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will connect 
communities - urban, suburban and rural - to each other, support choices among transportation 
modes and enhance vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern 
shores of Lake Washington. 

Thank you for your consideration of the benefits "New Connections for Eastside Innovation 

Centers" will provide for residents of the Puget Sound region. 

Sincerely, 

In~ 
Eric Young 
Vice President, Supply Chain, Compute and Network Infrastructure 
Google 

cc: Metropolitan King County Council 
Kirkland City Council 
US Senator Patty Murray 
US Senator Maria Cantwell 
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 



 

 
 
October 16, 2017 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
On behalf of Kaiser Permanente Washington, I am writing to urge you to support King County and the City of 
Kirkland’s joint application for "New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” for the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program. 
This grant would support the region’s efforts to build a new regional trail that will connect some of King County's 
largest and fastest growing communities with new opportunities for non-motorized recreation and transportation.  
 
A historic freight railroad, the Eastside Rail Corridor (ERC) is a publically-owned, 42-mile former rail corridor in 
King and Snohomish counties, Washington. As a corridor for commuting, transit, utility access, and recreation, 
the ERC will connect tens of thousands of people to community destinations services, and to large employers 
such as Google, Microsoft and Kaiser Permanente Washington. In its entirety, the trail will connect urban, 
suburban and rural communities to each other, and support choices among transportation modes; which will 
enhance the vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington.  
 
Funding through the TIGER grant will allow King County to begin construction on two major projects of the 
ERC -- the Wilburton Center Segment in the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City 
of Kirkland; these two segments bookend what will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor.  These 
projects will build on the multi-million-dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State of 
Washington, King County, Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, the cities of Kirkland, 
Redmond, Woodinville, and private contributions – including funding from Group Health Cooperative -- now 
Kaiser Permanente Washington -- to support the trail.  
 
Kaiser Permanente believes that total health happens where we live, work, learn and play. That’s why we’re 
investing in healthy and sustainable communities – including projects such as the ERC -- to address the building 
blocks for health. Founded in 1945, Kaiser Permanente has a mission to provide high-quality, affordable health 
care services and to improve the health of our members and the communities we serve. We currently serve 11.8 
million members, including nearly 680,000 members in Washington State.  
 
The ERC will expand practical and safe active transportation modes; it will revitalize neighborhoods along the 
corridor; and it will serve as an economic catalyst by connecting the economic hearts of four of the Puget Sound’s 
largest and fastest growing Eastside cities in the region. We urge the Department of Transportation to support the 
"New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” and appreciate your consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

                                   
Susan Mullaney     Steve Tarnoff, MD 
President      President & Executive Medical Director  
Kaiser Foundation Health Plan of Washington   Permanente Medical Group 

Kaiser Foundation Health Plan of Washington  
601 Union St. Suite 3100 
PO Box 35173 
Seattle, WA 98124-5173  

 



October 10, 2017 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

KG 
I NVESTMENT 
PROPERTIES 

I am pleased to write in support of King County's and the City of Kirkland's joint application for "New 
Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation's FY 2017 
Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program. 

When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country they shaped 
communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the 
Puget Sound region of Washington State, those same right of ways are evolving to connect people, 
places, businesses and local governments in new and exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a 
TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant progress in realizing the fully
built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, active transportation corridor in 
this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 

A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects- the Wilburton Center Segment in 
the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland -that bookend what 
will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor. These projects build on the multi-million
dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State of Washington, King County, 
Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, 
Woodinville. They will improve aging infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two urban 
centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will connect communities
urban, suburban and rural- to each other, support choices among transportation modes and enhance 
vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington. 

The finished projects will add value to recent public-private partnership contributions and leverage 
investments planned ahead. For example, Google chose to expand its campus adjacent to this corridor 
in the City of Kirkland, and invested over $3 million in public amenities. Another public-private 
partnership involving a private health care organization, the City of Bellevue, King County, and the State 
of Washington has raised $7.5M that will support improvements to the iconic Wilburton Trestle that will 
make it a new route for commuters from south and east King County and a tourist destination. 

KG Investment Properties is a significant developer along the Wilburton Center Segment and we are 

very excited about the potential opportunities for how development can interface with the trail. We are 

looking forward to thoughtful collaboration with King County on the Wilburton Center Segment to make 

sure we collectively maximize the trail and land use opportunities through the corridor. 



KG 
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I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits 

"New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" will provide for Puget Sound residents. 

Sincerely, 

Steve Kramer 

Principal 

KG Investment Properties 

cc: Metropolitan King County Council 

Kirkland City Council 

US Senator Patty Murray 

US Senator Maria Cantwell 

Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 

Congressman Dave Reichert 

Congressman Adam Smith 



'' Nytec 
October 4, 2017 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

416 61h Street South 

Kirkland WA 98033 

www.nytec.co m 

I am pleased to write in support of King County's and the City of Kirkland's joint application for "New Connections 
for Eastside Innovation Centers" to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation's FY 2017 Transportation Investment 
Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program. 

When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country they shaped communities 
and supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the Puget Sound region of 
Washington State, those same right of ways are evolving to connect people, places, businesses and local 
governments in new and exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a TIGER discretionary grant investment, our 
region will make significant progress in realizing the fully-built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 
42-mile long, active transportation corridor in this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 

A TIGER grant investment wil l allow us to construct major projects - the Wilburton Center Segment in the City of 
Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland - that bookend what will become the most 
heavily used portion of the corridor. These projects build on the multi-million-dollar investments in acquisition 
and development made by the State of Washington, King County, Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound 
Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, Woodinville. They will improve aging infrastructure and address 
significant safety issues in two urban centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will 
connect communities - urban, suburban and rural- to each other, support choices among transportation modes 
and enhance vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington. 

The finished projects will add value to recent public-private partnership contributions and leverage investments 
planned ahead. For example, Google chose to expand its campus adjacent to this corridor in the City of Kirkland, 
and invested over $3 million in public amenities. Another public-private partnership involving a private health care 
organization, the City of Bellevue, King County, and the State of Washington has raised $7.5M that will support 
improvements to the iconic Wilburton Trestle that will make it a new route for commuters from south and east 
King County and a tourist destination. 

I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits "New 
Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" will provide for Puget Sound residents. 

Sincerely, 'iLA------L __ 
Richard J. Lerz 

CEO 
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cc: Metropolitan King County Council 

Kirkland City Council 

US Senator Patty Murray 

US Senator Maria Cantwell 

Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 

Congressman Dave Reichert 

Congressman Adam Smith 
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  Public Affairs 
6750 S. 228th St. 
Kent, WA 98032 

 

10/10/2017 
 
Secretary Elaine L. Chao 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
Recreational Equipment Inc. (REI) strongly supports King County and the City of Kirkland’s joint application for 
"New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation’s FY’2017 “Transportation 
Investment Generating Economy Recovery” (TIGER) grant program.  
 
REI will soon relocate our headquarters to the 36-acre Spring District in Bellevue, Wash. which is within a quarter-mile 
from the western boarder of the Eastside Rail Corridor. With more than 1,200 employees, we are very interested in the 
timely completion and opening of the Eastside Rail Corridor which will act as an active transportation pathway for our 
employees.  
 
Together with our developer, Wright Runstad & Company, we are working closely with the City of Bellevue and 
regional interests to ensure robust bicycle connections to the Spring District and throughout Bellevue and the Eastside. 
The Eastside Rail Corridor is the spine of this network and offers a tremendous opportunity for increasing multi-modal 
transportation options along its entire 42-mile length.  
 
If granted, the TIGER funds will make possible significant progress toward completion of the rail corridor. Completing 
the corridor will connect communities – urban, suburban and rural – to each other, support active transportation modes, 
regional tourism and enhance vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake 
Washington.  
 
I urge a favorable review of this application which will help enable safe, healthy, alternative transportation options for 
our employees and the region. Thank you for your consideration of the "New Connections for Eastside Innovation 
Centers” grant application.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Eric Artz  
Chief Operating Officer  
 



DEVE L OPMENT L LC 

October 2nd 2017 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

111 N. Post St. Ste 200 
Spokane, WA 99201 

T 509.455.5477 
F 509.838.0933 

srmdevelopment.com 

I am pleased to write in support of King County's and the City of Kirkland's joint application for 
"New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" to the U.S. Dept. ofTransportation's FY 2017 
Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program. 

When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country they 
shaped communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, 
located in the Puget Sound region of Washington State, those same right of ways are evolving to 
connect people, places, businesses and local governments in new and exciting ways. With your 
help, in the form of a TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant 
progress in realizing the fully-built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile 
long, active transportation corridor in this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 

A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects - the Wilburton Center 
Segment in the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland
that bookend what will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor. These projects 
build on the multi-million-dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State 
of Washington, King County, Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the 
cities of Kirkland, Redmond, Woodinville . They will improve aging infrastructure and address 
significant safety issues in two urban centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. 
The opportunity will connect communities- urban, suburban and rural- to each other, support 
choices among transportation modes and enhance vitality and mobility within this network of 
job centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington. 

The finished projects will add value to recent public-private partnership contributions and 
leverage investments planned ahead. For example, Google chose to expand its campus adjacent 
to this corridor in the City of Kirkland, and invested over $3 million in public amenities. Another 
public-private partnership involving a private health care organization, the City of Bellevue, King 
County, and the State of Washington has raised $7.SM that will support improvements to the 
iconic Wilburton Trestle that will make it a new route for commuters from south and east King 
County and a tourist destination. 

111 N. Post St. • Ste 200 • Phone: 509.455.5477 



I urge a favorable review of thi s application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits 

"New Connect" for Eastside Innovation Centers" will provide for Puget Sound residents. 

Development Manager 

SRM Development 

cc: Metropolitan King County Council 

Kirkland City Council 

US Senator Patty Murray 

US Senator Maria Cantwell 

Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 

Congressman Dave Reichert 

Congressman Adam Smith 
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September 27, 2017 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao, Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

l if. 
1 • ., •• 
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I am pleased to write in support of King County's and the City of Kirkland's joint application for "New 

Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" to the U.S. Dept. ofTransportation's FY 2017 
Transportat ion Invest ment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program. 

When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country they shaped 
communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the 
Puget Sound region of Washington State, those same right of ways are evolving to connect people, 
places, businesses and local governments in new and exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a 
TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant progress in realizing the fully
built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, active transportation corridor in 

this historic Eastside Ra il Corridor. 

A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects- the Wilburton Center Segment in 
the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland - that bookend what 
will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor. These projects build on the multi-million
dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State of Washington, King County, 
Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, 
woodinville. They will improve aging infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two urban 
centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will connect communities 
urban, suburban and rural- to each other, support choices among transportation modes and enhance 
vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington. 

The finished projects will add value to recent public-private partnership contributions and leverage 
investments planned ahead. For example, Google chose to expand its campus adjacent to this corridor 
in the City of Kirkland, and invested over $3 million in public amenities. Another public-private 
partnersh ip involving Group Health/Kaiser, the City of Bellevue, King County, and the State of 
Washington has raised $7.5M that will support improvements to the iconic Wilburton Trestle that will 
make it a new route for commuters from south and east King County and a tourist destination. 

As a small business that specializes in fitness shoes, apparel and accessories we would greatly appreciate 
having more opportunities for people to visit our store and the Redmond community. 
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I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits 

"New Connections for Eastside Innovation CentersN will provide for Puget Sound residents. 

Judy Albrecht and Chet James 

Owners: Super Jock 'N Jill, LLC 

cc: Metropolitan King County Council 
Kirkland City Council 
US Senator Patty Murray 
US Senator Maria Cantwell 
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 
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October 6, 2017 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

I am pleased to write in support of King County's and the City of Kirkland's joint application for 
"New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers," to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation's FY 2017 
Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program. 

When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country this 
promoted economic growth and community development, shaped communities and supported massive 
economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the Puget Sound region of Washington 
State, those same right of ways connect people, places, businesses, and local governments .. With your 
approval, in the form of a TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant 
progress in realizing the fully-built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, 
active transportation corridor in this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 

A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects- the Wilburton Center 
Segment in the City of Bellevue and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland .. These 
projects build on the multi-million-dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State 
of Washington, King County, Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of 
Kirkland, Redmond, and Woodinville. They will improve aging infrastructure and address significant 
safety issues in two urban centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will 
connect communities- urban, suburban and rural- to each other, support choices among 
transportation modes and enhance vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the 
eastern shores of Lake Washington. 

The finished projects will add further value to recent public-private partnership contributions 
and leverage future planned investments. For example, Google chose to expand its campus adjacent to 
this corridor in the City of Kirkland, and invested over $3 million in public amenities. Another public
private partnership amongst a private health care organization, the City of Bellevue, King County, and 
the State of Washington raised $7.5M,supportingimprovements to the iconic Wilburton Trestle. The 
goal here is to create a new route for commuters from south and east King County and an improved 
destination for tourists to enjoy. 

I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous 

benefits "New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers," will provide for Puget Sound residents. 

Thank you for your time. 
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Sincerely, 

Jim Neal 

Managing Principal 

cc: Metropolitan King County Council 

Kirkland City Council 

US Senator Patty Murray 

US Senator Maria Cantwell 

Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 

Congressman Dave Reichert 

Congressman Adam Smith 



 

    
 
 

 
October 11, 2017 

 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
I am pleased to write to support King County’s and the City of Kirkland’s joint 
application for "New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” to the U.S. 
Dept. of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economy 
Recovery (TIGER) grant program.  
 
When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the 
country they shaped communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, 
in eastern King County, located in the Puget Sound region of Washington State, 
those same right of ways are evolving to connect people, places, businesses and 
local governments in new and exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a 
TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant progress in 
realizing the fully-built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile 
long, active transportation corridor in this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 
 
A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects - the Wilburton 
Center Segment in the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in 
the City of Kirkland - that bookend what will become the most heavily used 
portion of the corridor.  These projects build on the multi-million-dollar 
investments in acquisition and development made by the State of Washington, 
King County, Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities 
of Kirkland, Redmond, Woodinville.  They will improve aging infrastructure and 
address significant safety issues in two urban centers that are seeing robust 
economic redevelopment. The opportunity will connect communities – urban, 
suburban and rural – to each other, support choices among transportation modes 
and enhance vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the 
eastern shores of Lake Washington.  
 
The finished projects will add value to recent public-private partnership 
contributions and leverage investments planned.  For example, Google expanded 
its campus adjacent to this corridor in the City of Kirkland, and invested over $3 
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million in public amenities.  Another public-private partnership involving a private 
health care organization, the City of Bellevue, King County, and the State of 
Washington has raised $7.5M that will support improvements to the iconic 
Wilburton Trestle that will make it a new route for commuters from south and east 
King County and a tourist destination. 
 
I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of 
the numerous benefits "New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” will 
provide for Puget Sound residents. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jason Rose 
President, Waste Management of Washington, Inc. 
 
 
 
 
cc:  Metropolitan King County Council 

Kirkland City Council  
US Senator Patty Murray  
US Senator Maria Cantwell  
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 

 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 

INVESTMENT BUILDERS AND REAL ESTATE ASSET MANAGERS 
SUITE 2700, 1201 THIRD AVENUE, SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98101-3221 

TELEPHONE (206) 447-9000   www.wrightrunstad.com 

PRINCIPALS: 
H. JON RUNSTAD 
GREGORY K. JOHNSON 
WALTER R. INGRAM 
 
 
 October 5, 2017 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

 
Dear Secretary Chao: 

Wright Runstad and Company is pleased to offer our enthusiastic support for the joint application by King 
County and the City of Kirkland for "New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” to the U.S. Dept. of 
Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant 
program.  

As developers of the 36-acre Spring District in Bellevue, Washington, we are keenly interested in the timely 
completion and opening for use of the Eastside Rail Corridor which runs within a quarter-mile along the 
western border of our property. The Spring District is already home to hundreds of residents, and the Global 
Innovation Exchange, a new graduate institute focused on innovation and jointly run by the University of 
Washington and Tsinghua University in China, welcomed its first cohort of students for classes last month. 
REI Inc. is moving its corporate headquarters to The Spring District in 2020, and the Spring District / 120th 
Eastlink light rail station opens in the district in 2023.  Supporting retail, restaurant, childcare and other 
mixed uses are opening throughout this time to provide service to residents, employees and the local 
community. All these new tenants and users of facilities at The Spring District are potential users of the 
Eastside Rail Corridor.  REI anticipates a high percentage of its 1,100+ employee workforce will commute to 
work by bike. Together with REI and others we are working closely with City of Bellevue and regional 
interests to ensure robust bicycle connections to The Spring District and throughout Bellevue and the 
Eastside. The Eastside Rail Corridor is the spine of this network and offers a tremendous opportunity for 
increasing multi-modal transportation options along its entire 42-mile length. 

If granted, the TIGER funds requested by King County and City of Kirkland will make possible significant 
progress toward completion the rail corridor. Local, regional and private sector Eastside Rail Corridor 
funding has already been secured, meaning the federal funds will be highly leveraged and effectively used to 
support job growth and regional connectivity.  In the BelRed Corridor alone, from Bellevue through Kirkland 
and northeast through Redmond and Woodinville, 75,000 new jobs are anticipated by 2030. Once opened for 
use, the Eastside Rail Corridor will see immediate and measurable use.   

I urge a favorable review of this application and thank you for your consideration of the "New Connections 
for Eastside Innovation Centers” grant application.   

Sincerely, 

 

Gregory K. Johnson 
President 
 
cc:  Metropolitan King County Council 

Kirkland City Council  
US Senator Patty Murray  
US Senator Maria Cantwell  
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 
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October 13, 2017 

HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

I am writing in support of an application submitted by King County and the City of Kirkland for 
the U.S. Department of Transportation's Transportation Investment Generating Economic 
Recovery (TIGER) Discretionary Grants program for the New Connections for Eastside 
Innovation Centers project. 

King County and the City of Kirkland are jointly seeking a TIGER grant to complete access and 
safety improvements in two key areas along the historic 42 mile Eastside Rail Corridor. The 
project would consist of two segments, the Wilburton Center Segment in Bellevue and the Totem 
Lake Connector in Kirkland, which bookend what would become the most heavily used portion 
of the Eastside Rail Corridor. The Wilburton Center Segment would run from north ofi-90 to 
NE gth Street and connect to the East Link light rail which is scheduled to open in 2023. The 
Totem Lake Connector would establish an elevated pedestrian and bicycle crossing over the 
busiest intersection in the City of Kirkland's designated urban center and provides a link to the 
entire Eastside Rail Corridor from Renton to Snohomish County. This project would connect 
tens of thousands of people to numerous communities, six cities, employment centers, health 
services, and schools. 

The New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers project would expand transportation 
alternatives for two rapidly growing areas in east King County. Bellevue's Wilburton 
neighborhood is expected to add 110,000 jobs and 21,500 housing units by 2035 and Kirkland's 
urban center is expected to add 20,600 jobs in the near future, with 3,500 new housing units and 
550,000 square feet of new development currently under construction or in the permitting 
process. 

King County and the City of Kirkland, regional partners, and local companies have invested in 
this project, securing over 40 percent of the project cost through local, state, and private funding. 
The New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers project would provide residents with safe 
and expanded transportation choices and support continued economic growth along the Eastside 
Rail Corridor and surrounding areas. 
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Thank you for your consideration of King County and the City ofKirkland's application. Please 
contact Samara Ressler in my Washington, D.C. office at 202-224-2621 with any questions. 

Sincerely, 

2~.~~ 
United States Senator 
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The Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4705 

October 10,2017 

COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

FINANCE 

INDIAN AFFAIRS 

SMALL BUSINESS 

lam pleased to write in suppmt of the joint application submitted by King County and the City of 
Kirkland to the Transpmtation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) program. 

The New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers project will address significant infrastructure 
demands in King and Snohomish counties and help stimulate additional economic growth. The New 
Connections project will complete two segments of a project to repurpose a 42 mile long historic freight 
railroad known as the Eastside Rail Corridor into an active transpmtation corridor connecting tens of 
thousands of people to community destinations, services, and economic centers, including large 
employers such as Google, Microsoft, Boeing, T-Mobile and Kaiser Permanente. The corridor will 
facilitate the growing area's need for transpmtation options, utility access and active recreation. 

King County and the City of Kirkland have substantial community support and investment in the New 
Connections project. Project partners include the State of Washington, King County, Snohomish County, 
Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Bellevue, Kirkland, Redmond and Woodinville, as 
well as major employers such as Google. The total project cost is $44 million of which the non-federal 
contribution is $19 million. The project pattners have been successful in implementing public-private 
partnerships a long the Eastside Rail Corridor, including a $3 million investment from Google which 
chose to expand its campus adjacent to this corridor. 

The application submitted by King County and the City of Kirkland will greatly enhance safety and 
quality of life for those choosing active transportation modes while meeting the infrastructure demands 
for a growing and economically active region. I ask for full and fair consideration of King County and the 
City of Kirkland's application. 

RICHLAND SEATTLE 

s~~ 
Maria Cantwell 
United States Senator 
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9TH DISTRICT, WASHINGTON 
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October 6, 2017 
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The Honorable Elaine L. Chao, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

DISTRICT OFFICE 

15 SOUTH GRADY WAY, SUITE 101 
RE NTON, WA 98057 

(425)793- 5180 
TOLL FREE 1- 888-SMITH09 
http://adamsmith.house.gov 

http://twitter.co m/Rep_Adam_Smith 
https://www. facebook.com/RepAdamSmith 

I write in support ofKing County's and the City ofKirkland'sjoint application for "New Connections for 
Eastside Innovation Centers " of the FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery 
(TIGER) grant program from the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT). 

It is my understanding that this grant would allow the region to make significant progress in realizing the 
fully-built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, active transportation corridor 
in this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 

If awarded this grant, it is also my understanding that this project will allow them to construct major 
projects such as the Wilburton Center Segment in the City of Bellevue, the Totem Lake Connector Bridge 
in the City of Kirkland which bookend what will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor. 
These projects build on the multi-million-dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the 
State of Washington, King County, Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the 
cities of Kirkland, Redmond and Woodinville. The funds will assist in improving aging infrastructure 
and address significant safety issues in two urban centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. 
The opportunity will connect communities - urban, suburban and rural -to each other, support choices 
among transportation modes and enhance vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along 
the eastern shores of Lake Washington. 

Thank you for your attention to this grant request. I urge you to give their application full and fair 
consideration, following all applicable rules and regulations. If you have questions regarding this request, 
please contact Shakisha Ross, Grants Coordinator, at ( 425) 793-5180. 

Adam Smith 
Member of Congress 

AS :sr 
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The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation · 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

1 127 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE 8UILOING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-4708 
TELEPHONE: (202) 225-7761 

FAx: (202) 225-4282 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 

22605 SE 56TH STREET, SUITE 130 
ISSAQUAH, WA 98029 

TeLEPHONE: )425) 677- 7414 
TOLL FREE: (877) 920-9208 

FAX: (425) 270-3589 

reichert.house.gov 

l respectfully request that you give all due consideration to King County's application for "New Connections for 
Eastside Innovation Centers" to the U.S. Department of Transportation's FY 2017 Transportation Investment 
Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program. 

As you know, right of ways are important to make way for rail lines to snake across the country in order to shape 
communities and support economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the Puget Sound region of 
Washington State; those same rights of ways are evolving to connect people, places, businesses and local 
governments in new and exciting ways. According to the applicant, with federal investments in the form of a TIGER 
discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant progress in the construction and planning of a 42-
mile long, active transportation corridor in this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 

King County notes that funding will allow it to construct major projects in the eastern region of the county that will 
become the most heavily used portion of the corridor. These projects build on the multi-million dollar investments 
in acquisition and development previously made by the State of Washington, King County, Snohomish County, 
Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, Woodinville. These projects will improve 
aging infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two urban centers that are seeing robust economic 
redevelopment. Additionally, the applicant maintains the fmished projects will add value to recent public-private 
partnership contributions and leverage investments planned ahead by businesses expanding into the area. The end 
result is an opportunity to connect communities - urban, suburban and rural -to each other, support choices among 
transportation modes and enhance vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern shores of 
Lake Washington. 

As the representative of Washington's Eighth Congressional District, I am pleased to facilitate the King County's 
request for support and ask that you give their application fair and thorough consideration. Please do not hesitate to 
contact Zack Guill at my district office at (425) 677-7414 if you need additional information. 

Sincerely, 

David G. Reichert 
Member of Congress 
Eighth District, Washington 
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The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
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October 6th, 201 7 

United States Department ofTransportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON TAX POLICY 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT 

BUDGET COMMITTEE 

I am pleased to write in support of King County's and the City of Kirkland's joint application to the U.S . Dept. 
of Transportation's FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant 
program, for $25 million in funding for their "New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" project. 

Today in East King County, established rail line right-of-ways are evolving to connect people, places, 
businesses and local governments in new and exciting ways. With the help of a TIGER discretionary grant 
investment, our region plans to make significant progress in realizing the construction and repurposing of a 42-
mile active transportation corridor in this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 

A TIGER grant investment would allow this partnership to construct major projects- the Wilburton Center 
Segment in the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland- that bookend 
what is becoming the most heavily used portion of the corridor. These projects build on the multi-million-dollar 
investments in acquisition and development already made by the State of Washington, King County, Snohomish 
County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, Woodinville. Projects will 
improve aging infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two urban centers that are seeing robust 
economic development. We have the opportunity to connect urban, suburban, and rural communities, support 
choices among transportation modes, and enhance vitality and mobility within this network of job centers across 
Washington's 1 st District. 

The finished projects seek to add value to recent public-private partnership contributions and leverage forecasted 
investments. For example, Google chose to expand its campus adjacent to this corridor in the City of Kirkland, 
and invested over $3 million in public amenities. Another partnership involving a private health care 
organization, the City of Bellevue, King County, and the State of Washington has raised $7.5 million supporting 
improvements to the iconic Wilburton Trestle, fostering a new commuter route as well as a tourist destination. 

I am excited to see the numerous benefits the City of Kirkland and King County hope to provide for 1 st District 
residents through these projects, and I encourage your full and fair consideration, consistent with applicable 
laws and regulations, of their application. 

Sincerely, 

Suzan DelBene 
Member of Congress 
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October 12, 2017 
 
 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
I am pleased to write in support of King County’s and the City of Kirkland’s joint application for "New 
Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation’s FY 2017 
Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program.  
 
When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country they shaped 
communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the 
Puget Sound region of Washington State, those same right of ways are evolving to connect people, 
places, businesses and local governments in new and exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a 
TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant progress in realizing the fully-
built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, active transportation corridor in 
this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 
 
A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects - the Wilburton Center Segment in 
the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland - that bookend what 
will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor.  These projects build on the multi-million-
dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State of Washington, King County, 
Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, 
Woodinville.  They will improve aging infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two urban 
centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will connect communities – 
urban, suburban and rural – to each other, support choices among transportation modes and enhance 
vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington.  
 
The finished projects will add value to recent public-private partnership contributions and leverage 
investments planned ahead.  For example, Google chose to expand its campus adjacent to this corridor 
in the City of Kirkland, and invested over $3 million in public amenities.  Another public-private 
partnership involving Group Health/Kaiser, the City of Bellevue, King County, and the State of 
Washington has raised $7.5M that will support improvements to the iconic Wilburton Trestle that will 
make it a new route for commuters from south and east King County and a tourist destination. 
 



 

 

 

 
Washington State Legislature 

 

I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits 
"New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” will provide for Puget Sound residents. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

     
Representative Tana Senn    Representative Judy Clibborn 
41st Legislative District     41st Legislative District 
Washington State House of Representatives  Washington State House of Representatives 
 

 
Senator Lisa Wellman 
41st Legislative District 
Washington State Senate 
 
 
cc:  Metropolitan King County Council 

Kirkland City Council  
US Senator Patty Murray  
US Senator Maria Cantwell  
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 

 



 
     October 9, 2017 

 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 

Re: City of Kirkland’s 2017 “New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” (TIGER) Grant Application 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
I am pleased to write in support of King County’s and the City of Kirkland’s joint application for "New 
Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation 
Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program.  
 
When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country they shaped 
communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the Puget 
Sound region of Washington State, those same right of ways are evolving to connect people, places, 
businesses and local governments in new and exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a TIGER 
discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant progress in realizing the fully-built, master 
planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, active transportation corridor in this historic Eastside 
Rail Corridor. 
 
A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects - the Wilburton Center Segment in the City 
of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland - that bookend what will become the 
most heavily used portion of the corridor.  These projects build on the multi-million-dollar investments in 
acquisition and development made by the State of Washington, King County, Snohomish County, Sound 
Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, Woodinville.  They will improve aging 
infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two urban centers that are seeing robust economic 
redevelopment. The opportunity will connect communities – urban, suburban and rural – to each other, 
support choices among transportation modes and enhance vitality and mobility within this network of job 
centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington.  
 
The finished projects will add value to recent public-private partnership contributions and leverage 
investments planned ahead.  For example, Google chose to expand its campus adjacent to this corridor in the 
City of Kirkland, and invested over $3 million in public amenities.  Another public-private partnership involving 
a private health care organization, the City of Bellevue, King County, and the State of Washington has raised 



$7.5M that will support improvements to the iconic Wilburton Trestle that will make it a new route for 
commuters from south and east King County and a tourist destination. 
 
I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits "New 
Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” will provide for Puget Sound residents. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

  
 

 State Representative Roger Goodman 

 45th Legislative District  
 
 
cc:  Metropolitan King County Council 
Kirkland City Council  
US Senator Patty Murray  
US Senator Maria Cantwell  
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 
 
 



 

 

 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

October 3, 2017 
 

Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
I am pleased to write in support of King County’s and the City of Kirkland’s joint application for "New Connections for 
Eastside Innovation Centers” to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating 
Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program.  
 
When rights of way were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country they shaped communities and 
supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the Puget Sound region of Washington 
State, those same rights of way are evolving to connect people, places, businesses and local governments in new and 
exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant 
progress in realizing the fully-built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, active transportation 
corridor in this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 
 
A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects - the Wilburton Center Segment in the City of 
Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland - that bookend what will become the most heavily 
used portion of the corridor.  These projects build on the multi-million-dollar investments in acquisition and 
development made by the State of Washington, King County, Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, 
and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, Woodinville.  They will improve aging infrastructure and address significant safety 
issues in two urban centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will connect communities 
– urban, suburban and rural – to each other, support choices among transportation modes and enhance vitality and 
mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington.  
 
The finished projects will add value to recent public-private partnership contributions and leverage investments that 
have been made.  For example, Google chose to expand its campus adjacent to this corridor in the City of Kirkland, and 
invested over $3 million in public amenities on the corridor.  Another public-private partnership involving a private 
health care organization, the City of Bellevue, King County, and the State of Washington has raised $7.5M that will 
support improvements to the iconic Wilburton Trestle that will make it a new route for commuters from south and east 
King County and a tourist destination.  This would provide some congestion relief and support the many tech businesses 
along that corridor. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits "New 
Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” will provide for Puget Sound residents. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

State Representative Shelley Kloba 

Washington State House of Representatives 

 

 

cc:  Metropolitan King County Council 
Kirkland City Council  
US Senator Patty Murray  
US Senator Maria Cantwell  
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 

 



 

 

 
 
October 4, 2017 
 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
I am pleased to write in support of King County’s and the City of Kirkland’s joint application for "New Connections for 
Eastside Innovation Centers” to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating 
Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program.  
 
When rights of way were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country, they shaped communities and 
supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the Puget Sound region of Washington 
State, those same rights of way are evolving to connect people, places, businesses and local governments in new and 
exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant 
progress in realizing the fully-built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, active transportation 
corridor in the historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 
 
A TIGER grant investment will allow King County and Kirkland to construct major projects - the Wilburton Center 
Segment in the City of Bellevue and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge also in Kirkland - that bookend what will become 
the most heavily used portion of the corridor.  These projects build on the multi-million-dollar investments in acquisition 
and development made by the State of Washington, King County, Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound 
Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, Woodinville.  They will improve aging infrastructure and address significant 
safety issues in two urban centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will connect 
communities to each other – urban, suburban and rural – and support choices among transportation modes to enhance 
vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington.  
 
The finished projects will add value to recent public-private partnership contributions and leverage planned 
investments.  For example, Google chose to expand its Kirkland campus adjacent to this corridor, and invested over $3 
million in public amenities.  Another public-private partnership involving a private health care organization, the City of 
Bellevue, King County, and the State of Washington has raised $7.5M that will support improvements to the iconic 
Wilburton Trestle that will make it a new route for commuters from south and east King County and a tourist 
destination. 
 



I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits "New 
Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” will provide for Puget Sound residents. 
 
Thank you for your kind consideration of this request. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
State Senator Patty Kuderer 
48th Legislative District 
Washington State  
 
 
cc:          Metropolitan King County Council 

Kirkland City Council  
US Senator Patty Murray  
US Senator Maria Cantwell  
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 

 



 
 

 

October 6, 2017 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
I am pleased to write in support of King County’s and the City of Kirkland’s joint application for "New 
Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation’s FY 2017 
Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program.  
 
When right-of-ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country, they shaped 
communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the 
Puget Sound region of Washington State, those same right-of-ways are evolving to connect people, 
places, businesses, and local governments in new and exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a 
TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant progress in realizing the fully-
built, master-planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long active transportation corridor in 
this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 
 
A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects - the Wilburton Center Segment in 
the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland - that bookend what 
will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor.  These projects build on the multi-million-
dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State of Washington, King County, 
Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, and 
Woodinville.  They will improve aging infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two urban 
centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will connect communities – 
urban, suburban and rural – to each other, support choices among transportation modes, and enhance 
vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington.  
 
The finished projects will add value to recent public-private partnership contributions and leverage 
investments planned ahead.  For example, Google chose to expand its campus adjacent to this corridor 
in the City of Kirkland, and invested over $3 million in public amenities.  Another public-private 
partnership involving a private health care organization, the City of Bellevue, King County, and the State 
of Washington has raised $7.5M that will support improvements to the iconic Wilburton Trestle that will 
make it a new route for commuters from south and east King County and a tourist destination. 
 
I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits 
"New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” will provide for Puget Sound residents. 



 
 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Representative Joan McBride 

48th Legislative District, Washington State House of Representatives 

 

 

cc:  Metropolitan King County Council 
Kirkland City Council  
US Senator Patty Murray  
US Senator Maria Cantwell  
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
9/29/2017 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
I am pleased to write in support of King County’s and the City of Kirkland’s joint application for "New 
Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation’s FY 2017 
Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program.  
 
When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country they shaped 
communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the 
Puget Sound region of Washington State, those same right of ways are evolving to connect people, 
places, businesses and local governments in new and exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a 
TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant progress in realizing the fully-
built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, active transportation corridor in 
this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 
 
A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects - the Wilburton Center Segment in 
the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland - that bookend what 
will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor.  These projects build on the multi-million-
dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State of Washington, King County, 
Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, 
Woodinville.  They will improve aging infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two urban 
centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will connect communities – 
urban, suburban and rural – to each other, support choices among transportation modes and enhance 
vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington.  
 
The finished projects will add value to recent public-private partnership contributions and leverage 
investments planned ahead.  For example, Google chose to expand its campus adjacent to this corridor 
in the City of Kirkland, and invested over $3 million in public amenities.  Another public-private 
partnership involving a private health care organization, the City of Bellevue, King County, and the State 
of Washington has raised $7.5M that will support improvements to the iconic Wilburton Trestle that will 
make it a new route for commuters from south and east King County and a tourist destination. 
 

Olympia Office: 
403 Legislative Building 

PO Box 40401 
Olympia, WA 98504-0403 

 

 

Washington State Senate 

Senator Guy Palumbo 
1st Legislative District 

 

Guy.Palumbo@leg.wa.gov 
Phone: (360) 786 7600 

 



I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits 
"New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” will provide for Puget Sound residents. 

Sincerely, 

 

Senator Guy Palumbo, 1st LD 

 

 

cc:  Metropolitan King County Council 
Kirkland City Council  
US Senator Patty Murray  
US Senator Maria Cantwell  
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 

 



Olympia Address: 
403 Legislative Building 

PO Box 40445 
Olympia, WA 98504-0445 

October 6, 2017 

Washington State Senate 
Senator Dino Rossi 
45th Legislative District 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao, Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey A venue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

Phone: (360) 786-7672 
FAX: (360) 786-1999 

Toll-Free: 1-800-562-6000 
Email: Dino.Rossi@leg. wa.gov 

I am pleased to write in support of King County's and the City ofKirkland'sjoint application for 
"New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation's FY 
2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program. 

When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country they 
shaped communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, 
located in the Puget Sound region of Washington State, those same right of ways are evolving to 
connect people, places, businesses and local governments in new and exciting ways. With your 
help, in the form of a TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant 
progress in realizing the fully-built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile 
long, active transportation corridor in this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 

A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects- the Wilburton Center 
Segment in the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland
that bookend what will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor. These projects 
build on the multi-million-dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State 
of Washington, King County, Snohomish County, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of 
Kirkland, Redmond and Woodinville. They will improve aging infrastructure and address 
significant safety issues in two urban centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. 
The opportunity will connect communities- urban, suburban and rural- to each other, support 
choices among transportation modes and enhance vitality and mobility within this network of job 
centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington. 

The finished projects will add value to recent public-private partnership contributions and 
leverage investments planned ahead. For example, Google chose to expand its campus adjacent 
to this corridor in the City of Kirkland, and invested over $3 million in public amenities. 

Conunittees: Commerce, Labor & Sports • Ways & Means, Vice Chair 
0Recyc/ed 



Another public-private partnership involving a private health care organization, the City of 
Bellevue, King County, and the State of Washington has raised $7.5M that will support 
improvements to the iconic Wilburton Trestle that will make it a new route for commuters from 
south and east King County and a tourist destination. 

I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous 
benefits "New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" will provide for Puget Soun.d 
residents. 

Sincerely, 

Senator Dino Rossi 

cc: Metropolitan King County Council 
Kirkland City Council 
US Senator Patty Murray 
US Senator Maria Cantwell 
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 



 

 

10/4/2017 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

 
Dear Secretary Chao, 

 
I am pleased to write in support of King County’s and the City of Kirkland’s joint application for "New Connections for Eastside Innovation 
Centers” to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program. 

 
When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country they shaped communities and supported massive 
economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the Puget Sound region of Washington State, those same right of ways are 
evolving to connect people, places, businesses and local governments in new and exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a TIGER 
discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant progress in realizing the fully built, master planned construction and 
repurposing of a 42-mile long, active transportation corridor in this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 

 
A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects - the Wilburton Center Segment in the City of Bellevue, and the Totem 
Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland - that bookend what will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor.  These 
projects build on the multi-million-dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State of Washington, King County, 
Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, and Woodinville.  They will improve aging 
infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two urban centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity 
will connect communities – urban, suburban and rural – to each other, support choices among transportation modes and enhance vitality 
and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington. 

 
The finished projects will add value to recent public-private partnership contributions and leverage investments planned ahead.  For 
example, Google chose to expand its campus adjacent to this corridor in the City of Kirkland, and invested over $3 million in public 
amenities.  Another public-private partnership involving a private health care organization, the City of Bellevue, King County, and the State 
of Washington has raised $7.5M that will support improvements to the iconic Wilburton Trestle that will make it a new route for 
commuters from south and east King County and a tourist destination. 

 
I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits "New Connections for Eastside 
Innovation Centers” will provide for Puget Sound residents. 

Sincerely, 

  

Vandana Slatter, PharmD, MPA 

Washington State House of Representatives, 48th Legislative District   

 



 

 

 
cc:  Metropolitan King County Council 

Kirkland City Council  
US Senator Patty Murray  
US Senator Maria Cantwell  
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 

 



 
 

STATE RERESENTATIVE 
45TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 

 AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES 
APPROPRIATIONS 

FINANCE 
RULES 

LARRY SPRINGER 
DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER 

 

 

LEGISLATIVE OFFICE: 132-E LEGISLATIVE BUILDING  PO BOX 40600  OLYMPIA, WA 98504-0600  360-786-7822 
DISTRICT OFFICE: 615 MARKET ST. SUITE B  KIRKLAND, WA 98033  425-739-1806 

E-MAIL: Larry.Springer@leg.wa.gov 
TOLL-FREE LEGISLATIVE HOTLINE: 1-800-562-6000  TDD: 1-800-635-9993  www.leg.wa.gov 

 

 
 
 
 
10/9/17 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
I am pleased to write in support of King County’s and the City of Kirkland’s joint application for "New 
Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation 
Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program.  
 
When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country they shaped 
communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the Puget 
Sound region of Washington State, those same right of ways are evolving to connect people, places, businesses 
and local governments in new and exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a TIGER discretionary grant 
investment, our region will make significant progress in realizing the fully-built, master planned construction and 
repurposing of a 42-mile long, active transportation corridor in this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 
 
A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects - the Wilburton Center Segment in the City of 
Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland - that bookend what will become the most 
heavily used portion of the corridor.  These projects build on the multi-million-dollar investments in acquisition 
and development made by the State of Washington, King County, Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget 
Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, Woodinville.  They will improve aging infrastructure and 
address significant safety issues in two urban centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The 
opportunity will connect communities – urban, suburban and rural – to each other, support choices among 
transportation modes and enhance vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern 
shores of Lake Washington.  
 
The finished projects will add value to recent public-private partnership contributions and leverage investments 
planned ahead.  For example, Google chose to expand its campus adjacent to this corridor in the City of Kirkland, 
and invested over $3 million in public amenities.  Another public-private partnership involving a private health 
care organization, the City of Bellevue, King County, and the State of Washington has raised $7.5M that will 
support improvements to the iconic Wilburton Trestle that will make it a new route for commuters from south 
and east King County and a tourist destination. 
 



I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits "New 
Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” will provide for Puget Sound residents. 

Sincerely, 

  

Representative Larry Springer 
45th Legislative District 
 

cc:  Metropolitan King County Council 
Kirkland City Council  
US Senator Patty Murray  
US Senator Maria Cantwell  
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 

 

 



 

October 2nd, 2017 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
I am pleased to write in support of King County’s and the City of Kirkland’s joint application for "New 
Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation’s FY 2017 
Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program.  
 
When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country they shaped 
communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the 
Puget Sound region of Washington State; those same rights of ways are evolving to connect people, 
places, businesses and local governments in new and exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a 
TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant progress in realizing the fully built, 
master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, active transportation corridor in this 
historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 
 
A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects - the Wilburton Center Segment in 
the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland - that bookend what 
will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor.  These projects build on the multi-million-
dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State of Washington, King County, 
Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, and 
Woodinville.  They will improve aging infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two urban 
centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will connect communities – 
urban, suburban and rural – to each other, support choices among transportation modes and enhance 
vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington.  
 
The finished projects will add value to recent public-private partnership contributions and leverage 
investments planned.  For example, Google chose to expand its campus adjacent to this corridor in the 
City of Kirkland, and invested over $3 million in public amenities.  Another public-private partnership 
involving a private health care organization, the City of Bellevue, King County, and the State of 
Washington has raised $7.5M that will support improvements to the iconic Wilburton Trestle that will 
make it a new route for commuters from south and east King County and a tourist destination. 
 



I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits 
"New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” will provide for Puget Sound residents. 

Sincerely, 

 
Derek Stanford 
State Representative 
1st Legislative District- Washington State 

 

 

cc:  Metropolitan King County Council 
Kirkland City Council  
US Senator Patty Murray  
US Senator Maria Cantwell  
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 

 



 

 

 
Oct 11, 2017 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
I am pleased to write in support of King County’s and the City of Kirkland’s joint application for "New Connections for 
Eastside Innovation Centers” to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economy 
Recovery (TIGER) grant program.  
 
When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country they shaped communities and 
supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the Puget Sound region of Washington 
State, those same right of ways are evolving to connect people, places, businesses and local governments in new and 
exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant 
progress in realizing the fully-built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, active transportation 
corridor in this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 
 
A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects - the Wilburton Center Segment in the City of Bellevue, 
and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland - that bookend what will become the most heavily used 
portion of the corridor.  These projects build on the multi-million-dollar investments in acquisition and development made 
by the State of Washington, King County, Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, 
Redmond, Woodinville.  They will improve aging infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two urban centers 
that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will connect communities – urban, suburban and rural – 
to each other, support choices among transportation modes and enhance vitality and mobility within this network of job 
centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington.  
 
The finished projects will add value to recent public-private partnership contributions and leverage investments planned 
ahead.  For example, Google chose to expand its campus adjacent to this corridor in the City of Kirkland, and invested over 
$3 million in public amenities.  Another public-private partnership involving a private health care organization, the City of 
Bellevue, King County, and the State of Washington has raised $7.5M that will support improvements to the iconic 
Wilburton Trestle that will make it a new route for commuters from south and east King County and a tourist destination. 
 
I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits "New Connections 
for Eastside Innovation Centers” will provide for Puget Sound residents. 

Sincerely, 

Amber Nicholson 

Sustainability Director 

Bellevue College 



 

 

cc:  Metropolitan King County Council 
Kirkland City Council  
US Senator Patty Murray  
US Senator Maria Cantwell  
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

October 11, 2017 

 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 

Secretary 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

 

On behalf of the Bellevue Downtown Association (BDA), I write to communicate support of the joint application 

from King County and the City of Kirkland for the U.S. Department of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation 

Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant to help fund the "New Connections for Eastside 

Innovation Centers.” 

  

The Puget Sound Region is growing rapidly, and the State, County and surrounding Cities have been working 

together to accommodate this ongoing growth. In east King County, there has been a collaborative effort to 

transform the unused historic 42-mile-long Eastside Rail Corridor (ERC) into a functional pedestrian and bike 

pathway. The corridor will open up a new mobility option that will serve tens of thousands of people, 

connecting communities and providing access to new areas.  

 

A TIGER grant investment will allow the region to complete vital segments of the ERC. The two major projects 

identified in "New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” are expected to be the most heavily used 

portions of the corridor.   

 

 Wilburton Center Segment – Located in the City of Bellevue, an area expecting 110,000 jobs and 

21,500 housing units by 2035. 

 Totem Lake Connector – Located in the City of Kirkland, an area with 3,500 new homes and 550,000 

square feet of new development under construction or in permitting process.  

 

Funding from the grant will improve aging infrastructure and address safety issues in two urban centers that are 

experiencing robust economic redevelopment. Additionally, the finished projects will help complete the 42-

mile-long network, establishing a reliable mobility option that’ll connect urban, suburban and rural 

communities.  

 

The BDA is a nonprofit organization that represents downtown stakeholders committed to the continued 

development and success of its urban center. As an organization, we see the need to improve mobility options 

in our region, and we acknowledge the completion of the ERC as a step in the right direction. I encourage you 

to review this application favorable and consider the "New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” as an 

appropriate recipient for the TIGER grant.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Patrick Bannon 

Bellevue Downtown Association, President 
 



 

 
October 9, 2017 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

On behalf of Cascade Bicycle Club’s 17,000 members throughout the state of Washington, 
Cascade is pleased to support King County’s and the City of Kirkland’s joint application for 
New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation’s FY 
2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grant program.  

When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country, 
they shaped communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in East King 
County, located in the Puget Sound region of Washington state, those same right of ways 
are evolving to connect people, places, businesses and local governments in new and 
exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a TIGER discretionary grant investment, our 
region will make significant progress in realizing the fully-built, master planned construction 
and repurposing of a 42-mile long, active transportation corridor in this historic Eastside Rail 
Corridor. 

A TIGER grant investment will allow our partners to construct major projects – the Wilburton 
Center Segment in the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of 
Kirkland – that bookend what will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor. 
These projects build on the multi-million-dollar investments in acquisition and development 
made by the State of Washington, King County, Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget 
Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, and Woodinville. They will improve aging 
infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two urban centers that are seeing 
robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will connect communities – urban, 
suburban and rural – to each other, support choices among transportation modes and 
enhance vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern shores of 
Lake Washington.  

Cascade’s mission is “improving lives through bicycling.” As such, we are part of the Eastside 
Greenway Alliance (EGA), a coalition of nonprofit organizations partnering to advocate for 
an end-to-end multi-use trail and linear park along the Eastside Rail Corridor. Our vision is a 
42-mile corridor that is actively used and enjoyed by a diverse range of people, and 

 



 

connects communities to each other and to other regional travel options. King County and 
Kirkland’s project represents significant steps forward toward realizing this vision.  

I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the 
numerous benefits New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers will provide for Puget 
Sound residents. 

Sincerely 

 

Richard Smith 
Executive Director  
Cascade Bicycle Club 
 

 

cc:  Metropolitan King County Council 
Kirkland City Council  
US Senator Patty Murray  
US Senator Maria Cantwell  
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 
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October 12th, 2017 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

FOR &RRA 
... r a It t i-f• lAND. FOREVER. 

I am pleased to write in support of King County's and the City of Kirkland's joint 
application for "New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" to the U.S. Dept. of 
Transportation's FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery 
(TIGER) grant program. 

When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country 
they shaped communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern 
King County, located in the Puget Sound region of Washington State, those same right of 
ways are evolving to connect people, places, businesses and local governments in new 
and exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a TIGER discretionary grant 
investment, our region will make significant progress in realizing the fully-built, master 
planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, active transportation corridor 
in this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 

A TIGER grant investment will allow us to construct major projects -the Wilburton 
Center Segment in the. City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City 
of Kirkland -that bookend what will become the most heavily used portion of the 
corridor. These projects build on the multi-million-dollar investments in acquisition and 
development made by the State of Washington, King County, Snohomish County, Sound 
Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, Woodinville. They will 
improve aging infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two urban centers 
that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will connect 
communities- urban, suburban and rural- to each other, support choices among 
transportation modes and enhance vitality and mobility within this network of job 
centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington. 

The finished projects will add value to recent public-private partnership contributions 
and leverage investments planned ahead. For example, Google chose to expand its 
campus adjacent to this corridor in the City of Kirkland, and invested over $3 million in 
public amenities. Another public-private partnership involving a private health care 
organization, the City of Bellevue, King County, and the State of Washington has raised 
$7.5M that will support improvements to the iconic Wilburton Trestle that will make it a 
new route for commuters from south and east King County and a tourist destination . 



I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration ofthe 

numerous benefits "New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers" will provide for 

Puget Sound residents. 

Sincerely, 

Metropolitan King County Council 

Kirkland City Council 

US Senator Patty Murray 

US Senator Maria Cantwell 

Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 

Congressman Dave Reichert 

Congressman Adam Smith 



 

 
816 Second Ave  (206) 343-0681 

Suite 200  fax (206) 709-8218 

Seattle, WA 98104  futurewise.org 

 

 
October 4, 2017 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
Futurewise is pleased to support King County’s and the City of Kirkland’s joint application for New Connections for 

Eastside Innovation Centers to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating 
Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program.  
 
Futurewise works to prevent sprawl in order to protect Washington’s resources and make our urban areas livable for 
and available to all.  We focus on preventing the conversion of wildlife habitat, open space, farmland, and working 
forests to subdivisions and development, while directing growth and ensuring livability, affordable housing, effective 
transportation, social justice, environmental justice and environmental quality in our urbanized areas. As such, we are 
part of the Eastside Greenway Alliance (EGA), a coalition of nonprofit organizations partnering to advocate for an 
end-to-end multi-use trail and linear park along the Eastside Rail Corridor. Our vision is a 42-mile corridor that is 
actively used and enjoyed by a diverse range of people, and connects communities to each other and to other regional 
travel options. King County and Kirkland’s project represents significant steps forward toward realizing this vision.  
 
When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country, they shaped communities and 
supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the Puget Sound region of 
Washington State, those same right of ways are evolving to connect people, places, businesses and local governments 
in new and exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will 
make significant progress in realizing the fully-built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, 
active transportation corridor in this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 
 
TIGER grant investment will allow our partners to construct major projects – the Wilburton Center Segment in the 
City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland – that bookend what will become the 
most heavily used portion of the corridor. These projects build on the multi-million-dollar investments in acquisition 
and development made by the State of Washington, King County, Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound 
Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, and Woodinville. They will improve aging infrastructure and address 
significant safety issues in two urban centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will 
connect communities – urban, suburban and rural – to each other, support choices among transportation modes and 
enhance vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington.  
 

I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits New 

Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers will provide for Puget Sound residents. 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Bryce Yadon 
Futurewise – State Policy Director 



 
October 4, 2017 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Chao, 
 
Lake Washington Institute of Technology (LWTech) is pleased to support King County’s and the City of 
Kirkland’s joint application for "New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” to the U.S. Dept. of 
Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant 
program.  
 
A TIGER grant investment will allow the construction of major projects - the Wilburton Center Segment 
in the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland - that bookend what 
will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor.  These projects build upon the multi-million-
dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State of Washington, King County, 
Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, and 
Woodinville. They will improve aging infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two urban 
centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will connect communities – 
urban, suburban and rural – to each other, support choices among transportation modes and enhance 
vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington. 
 
LWTech, Washington’s state’s only public institute of technology, is located in close proximity to the 
Totem Lake Urban Center which is in the process of undergoing significant revitalization to support the 
economic vitality of the community. As a longstanding supporter of the Totem Lake revitalization 
efforts, LWTech supports the construction of these projects. LWTech serves approximately 3,000 full 
time equivalent students throughout King and Snohomish Counties and the local community. Many of 
our students commute long distances to attend college. Others live and work in the local area. And, still 
others, will seek employment in the area upon graduation. This investment in infrastructure will not only 
enhance transportation options for our students but will create ease of access to the college as well as 
local employers. We believe such investments are vital to not only the success of our students, but also 
for employers who are seeking highly-skilled employees.  
 
I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits 
"New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers” will provide for Puget Sound residents. 

Sincerely,      cc:  Metropolitan King County Council 
       Kirkland City Council  
       US Senator Patty Murray  
       US Senator Maria Cantwell  

        Congresswoman Suzan DelBene  
Dr. Amy Morrison Goings     Congressman Dave Reichert 
President, Lake Washington Institute of Technology  Congressman Adam Smith 
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September 28, 2017
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao
Secretary
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary Chao,

I am pleased to support King County’s and the City of Kirkland’s joint application for New Connections 
for Eastside Innovation Centers to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment 
Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program. 

When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country, they shaped 
communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the 
Puget Sound region of Washington State, those same right of ways are evolving to connect people, 
places, businesses and local governments in new and exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a 
TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant progress in realizing the fully-built,
master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, active transportation corridor in this 
historic Eastside Rail Corridor.

A TIGER grant investment will allow our partners to construct major projects – the Wilburton Center 
Segment in the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland – that 
bookend what will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor. These projects build on the 
multi-million-dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State of Washington, King 
County, Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, 
and Woodinville. They will improve aging infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two urban
centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will connect communities – 
urban, suburban and rural – to each other, support choices among transportation modes and enhance 
vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake Washington. 

The Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust leads and inspires action to conserve and enhance the 
landscape from Seattle across the Cascade Mountains to Central Washington. A critical part of this 
mission is our strong support for a comprehensive transportation system with connected regional trails 
and pedestrian walkways, in order to improve transportation options, enhance work environments and 
quality of life, increase opportunities for recreation, improve public health and reduce traffic congestion
and greenhouse gas emissions. As such, we are part of the Eastside Greenway Alliance (EGA), a 
coalition of nonprofit organizations partnering to advocate for an end-to-end multi-use trail and linear park
along the Eastside Rail Corridor. Our vision is a 42-mile corridor that is actively used and enjoyed by a 
diverse range of people, and connects communities to each other and to other regional travel options. 
King County and Kirkland’s project represents significant steps forward toward realizing this vision.

I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits
New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers will provide for Puget Sound residents and visitors.

Sincerely,

Jon Hoekstra
Executive Director

cc:  Metropolitan King County Council
Kirkland City Council 
US Senator Patty Murray 
US Senator Maria Cantwell 
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene
Congressman Dave Reichert
Congressman Adam Smith



·~~ 

-~ 

THE 
TRUST 
FOR 
PUBLIC 
LAND 

Northwest Office 
901 Fifth Avenue 
Suite 1520 
Seattle, WA 
98164 
t: 206.587.2447 
f: 206.382 .3414 
tpl.org 

Washington State 
Advisory Board 

Alden Garrett 
Chair 

Joshua Anderson 
Tom Bayley 

Mary F. Black* 
T. William Booth* 

Elisabeth T. Bottler* 
Tony Cavalieri 
Barbara Fielden 

Annalee Luhman 

Campbell Mathewson 
Sara Otepka 
Douglass A. Raft* 
Thomas S. Reeve 

Isaac Ruiz 

F. Jerome Tone 
David Victor 
Brady P. Walkinshaw 

Lyn B. White* 
Martha M. Wyckoff* 

Katie Young 

*Emeritus Members 

Northwest Office 

Nelson Mathews 
Interim Northwest 
Director 

Rebecca Weaver 
West Division Director 
of Philanthropy 

September 27, 2017 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department ofT ransportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington , D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

I am pleased to support King County's and the City of Kirkland's joint 
application for New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers to 
the U.S. Dept. of Transportation's FY 2017 Transportation Investment 
Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program. 

When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake 
across the country, they shaped communities and supported massive 
economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the Puget 
Sound region of Washington State, those same right of ways are 
evolving to connect people, places, businesses and local governments 
in new and exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a TIGER 
discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant progress 
in realizing the fully-built, master planned construction and repurposing 
of a 42-mile long, active transportation corridor in this historic Eastside 
Rail Corridor. 

A TIGER grant investment will allow our partners to construct major 
projects- the Wilburton Center Segment in the City of Bellevue, and 
the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland- that 
bookend what will become the most heavily used portion of the 
corridor. These projects build on the multi-million-dollar investments in 
acquisition and development made by the State of Washington, King 
County, Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and 
the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, and Woodinville. They will improve 
aging infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two urban 
centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The 
opportunity will connect communities- urban, suburban and rural- to 
each other, support choices among transportation modes and enhance 
vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern 
shores of Lake Washington. 

The Trust for Public Land's mission is to create parks and protect land 
for people, ensuring healthy, livable communities for generations to 
come. We have been involved with the Eastside Rail Corridor for over 
seven years, most recently as the co-founder and co-lead of the 
Eastside Greenway Alliance (EGA), together with the Cascade Bicycle 
Club. The EGA is a dynamic coalition of nonprofit organizations 
partnering to advocate for an end-to-end multi-use trail and linear pa rk 



along the Eastside Rail Corridor. Our vision is a 42-mile corridor that is actively used 
and enjoyed by a diverse range of people, and connects communities to each other 
and to other regional travel options. King County and Kirkland's project represents 
significant steps forward toward realizing this vision . 

I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the 
numerous benefits New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers will provide 
Puget Sound residents. 

Interim Northwest Director 

cc: Metropolitan King County Council 
Kirkland City Council 
US Senator Patty Murray 
US Senator Maria Cantwell 
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 



 
October 11, 2017  

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

I am pleased to support King County’s and the City of Kirkland’s joint application for New Connections 

for Eastside Innovation Centers to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment 
Generating Economy Recovery (TIGER) grant program.  

When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country, they shaped 
communities and supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the 
Puget Sound region of Washington State, those same right of ways are evolving to connect people, 
places, businesses and local governments in new and exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a 
TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant progress in realizing the fully-
built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, active transportation corridor in 
this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 

A TIGER grant investment will allow our partners to construct major projects – the Wilburton Center 
Segment in the City of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland – that 
bookend what will become the most heavily used portion of the corridor. These projects build on the 
multi-million-dollar investments in acquisition and development made by the State of Washington, King 
County, Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, 
and Woodinville. They will improve aging infrastructure and address significant safety issues in two 
urban centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. The opportunity will connect 
communities – urban, suburban and rural – to each other, support choices among transportation modes 
and enhance vitality and mobility within this network of job centers along the eastern shores of Lake 
Washington.  

Transportation Choices Coalition’s mission is to define a future for Washington that offers real 
transportation choices to connect people with jobs, housing, communities, and each other. As such, we 
are part of the Eastside Greenway Alliance (EGA), a coalition of nonprofit organizations partnering to 
advocate for an end-to-end multi-use trail and linear park along the Eastside Rail Corridor. Our vision is a 
42-mile corridor that is actively used and enjoyed by a diverse range of people, and connects 
communities to each other and to other regional travel options. King County and Kirkland’s project 
represents significant steps forward toward realizing this vision.  

 

 



 

I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits 
New Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers will provide for Puget Sound residents. 

Sincerely, 

 
Shefali Ranganathan 
Executive Director 

 

cc:  Metropolitan King County Council 
Kirkland City Council  
US Senator Patty Murray  
US Senator Maria Cantwell  
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 

 



 
October 10, 2017 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao, 

I am pleased to support King County’s and the City of Kirkland’s joint application for New Connections for Eastside 

Innovation Centers to the U.S. Dept. of Transportation’s FY 2017 Transportation Investment Generating Economy 
Recovery (TIGER) grant program.  

When right of ways were cleared to make way for rail lines to snake across the country, they shaped communities and 
supported massive economic growth. Today, in eastern King County, located in the Puget Sound region of Washington 
State, those same right of ways are evolving to connect people, places, businesses and local governments in new and 
exciting ways. With your help, in the form of a TIGER discretionary grant investment, our region will make significant 
progress in realizing the fully-built, master planned construction and repurposing of a 42-mile long, active transportation 
corridor in this historic Eastside Rail Corridor. 

A TIGER grant investment will allow our partners to construct major projects – the Wilburton Center Segment in the City 
of Bellevue, and the Totem Lake Connector Bridge in the City of Kirkland – that bookend what will become the most 
heavily used portion of the corridor. These projects build on the multi-million-dollar investments in acquisition and 
development made by the State of Washington, King County, Snohomish County, Sound Transit, Puget Sound Energy, 
and the cities of Kirkland, Redmond, and Woodinville. They will improve aging infrastructure and address significant 
safety issues in two urban centers that are seeing robust economic redevelopment. 

Washington Trails Association’s mission is to preserve, enhance, and promote hiking opportunities in Washington state 
through collaboration, education, advocacy and volunteer trail maintenance. As such, we are part of the Eastside 
Greenway Alliance (EGA), a coalition of nonprofit organizations partnering to advocate for an end-to-end multi-use trail 
and linear park along the Eastside Rail Corridor. Our vision is a 42-mile corridor that is actively used and enjoyed by a 
diverse range of people, and connects communities to each other and to other regional travel options. King County and 
Kirkland’s project represents significant steps forward toward realizing this vision.  

I urge a favorable review of this application. Thank you for your consideration of the numerous benefits New 

Connections for Eastside Innovation Centers will provide for Puget Sound residents. 

Sincerely, 

 

Andrea Imler 
Advocacy Director 



 

cc:  Metropolitan King County Council 
Kirkland City Council  
US Senator Patty Murray  
US Senator Maria Cantwell  
Congresswoman Suzan DelBene 
Congressman Dave Reichert 
Congressman Adam Smith 
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