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We are recording today’s webinar

1-hr presentation + discussion, King County team can 
stay on for additional 30 minutes for questions

Use the chat for comments, suggestions, and 
questions

We may ask you to unmute for deeper dialog – if you 
are not speaking, please stay on mute

Slides and draft Program Guide will be available at 
kingcounty.gov/PACE 

Housekeeping



• Provide context/background for King County C-PACER 
program

Timing

Next steps

• Outline draft C-PACER program materials

• Get stakeholder input
• What features will incent building owners to use C-PACER?

• What are fatal flaws in design and/or implementation?

• How can we – collectively – promote the C-PACER program?

Goals for Today 



Countywide Emission Reduction Goals

King County and 
all 39 cities have 
shared targets to 
reduce emissions 

50% by 2030, 
and 80% by 2050



Countywide Emissions 

Emissions from 
the built 
environment 
are nearly half of 
countywide 
emissions

2017 King County 
Geographic+ 

Emissions
Includes emissions that 
occur in King County, 
plus electricity-related 

emissions no matter 
where they occur.

TOTAL = 20.1 million 
MgCO2e



Built Environment Emissions

Commercial 
building 
energy use 
makes up 
nearly half of 
countywide 
built 
environment 
emissions

2017 King County 

Built Environment 

Emissions
Includes residential and 

commercial built 
environment emissions.

TOTAL = 9.1 million 
MgCO2e



Anticipated Timing and Next Steps

Jan-Feb

• Stakeholder outreach

• Internal review 

Mar-Apr

• Finalize program structure

• Develop King County Council package

Apr-May
• Legislative review 

June
• Transmittal to Council 

Timing TBD
• Approval of C-PACER program 
• Post-approval: posting of guidebooks and 

documents, issue RFP for program administrator 

Concurrent
Strategic Climate Action Plan Council hearings through 
January/February



King 
County’s 

Draft 
C-PACER 
Program

C
P
A
C
E
R

ommercial –
roperty 
ssessed
lean
nergy &
esiliency 



Loan program for efficiency, renewable energy and resiliency measures.

• Permanently affixed equipment

• Lien attaches to the building, not the owner

• Typically provides a) longer loan terms and b) smaller upfront capital 
requirement

Benefits

• Lower payments, improving cash flow

• Longer loan terms, allowing deeper retrofits

Opportunities 

• Fund Clean Buildings Act requirements

• Fund improvements exceeding code

What is C – PACER?



Eligible Property means any privately-owned 
commercial, agricultural, industrial, or multi-
family real property of five (5) or more 
dwelling units located within the boundaries 
of the Region. Eligible property may be owned 
by any type of business, corporation, 
individual, or not-for-profit organization 
permitted by state law.  

Ground leases on Eligible Property are 
permitted, so long as all requirements of the 
C-PACER Ordinance are met, including 
requiring the Property Owner to enter into an 
Assessment Agreement.  On ground-leased 
property, therefore, the assessment and C-
PACER Lien encumber the fee interest in the 
property, not the ground leasehold. 

“Region” is entire geography of King County. 

Draft 
Program

Who can use C-PACER?



Eligible Improvements 

Qualified improvement is a permanent 
improvement affixed to the real 
property that advances either: 

Energy efficiency – reduces energy use or 
GHG emissions

Renewable energy – produces renewable 
kWh or thermal energy

Water conservation – reduces water use or 
provides for safe water supplies

Resiliency – includes seismic retrofits, flood 
mitigation, stormwater management, wildfire 
and wind resistance, energy storage, and 
microgrids.  

Draft 
Program

Washington State 
Session Law: 

Provides a benefit to 
the public…either in 

the form of energy or 
water resource 
conservation, 

reduced public health 
risk, or reduced 

public emergency 
response risk. 



Qualified Costs

Materials and labor for installation or 
modification of a qualified 
improvement

Fees for: 
• Permitting and inspection
• Program application and 

administration
• Project development and 

engineering
• Third-party reviews, including 

verification review fees
• Lending fees, capitalized interest 

and interest reserves
• Escrow for prepaid property taxes 

and insurance

Draft 
Program

King County 
C – PACER policy: 

Qualifying projects 
include existing 

projects that have 
installed qualified 
improvements not 
more than 3 years 

prior to application. 



Draft 
Process



Draft 
Process



Du Pont Building Retrofit – Delaware C - PACE

• Conversion of historic office 
building to mixed use

• Financed measures 
included: chiller, boiler, 
cooling tower

• $3.9M financing w/ 25-year 
term

Source: PACENation.org



Q&A Break



What features of a C-PACER program would help spur building 
owners to use this financing mechanism? 

How can King County and partners build awareness for the 
program, especially in frontline communities and those that 
are disproportionately impacted by climate change?  

Is there anything else you want to tell us? 

Discussion Questions



Program website: kingcounty.gov/PACE
• Slides from today

• Program Guide and supporting legal documents 
available for review and comments through 2/17

• Public comment page link 

• Other PACE resources

Contact climatechange@kingcounty.gov 

Resources 



Thank you!
Rachel Brombaugh & Morgan Torres | Office of the King County Executive


