
King County Wildfire Preparedness:Home Hardening Checklist

Learn more about wildfire preparedness 
in King County:
kingcounty.gov/wildfire
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HOME HARDENING  
CHECKLIST

A)	  ROOF AND GUTTERS
Windblown embers will fall on roofs and possibly 
ignite your home.

B)	 VENTS
Flying embers may enter the home through vents 
and ignite a fire. 

C)	 DECKS
Flammable decks attached to homes are 
especially vulnerable to ignition.

D)	 EXTERIOR WALL COVERING
Windblown embers can ignite flammable material 
build-up along the base of exterior walls. 

E)	  FENCES AND GATES
Flammable fences and gates attached to your 
home can provide a direct path for fire to spread.

F)	 DETACHED STRUCTURES
If structures within 30 feet—like sheds, garages, or 
gazebos—ignite, they can get hot enough to ignite 
your home through heat transfer or direct flames.

Preparing for wildfire begins with home hardening—modifying building materials and design 
features to reduce ignitability. This is the most effective strategy against windblown embers, 
which are the leading cause of home ignitions during a wildfire. 

This factsheet includes a checklist of actions you can take to harden your home. By hardening 
structures and removing combustible materials around your home, you can significantly lower wildfire 
risk. For tips on removing combustible materials, see the companion Home Ignition Zone fact sheet.

HOME HARDENING CHECKLIST

Cost icon key: $ = <$1,000 | $$ = $1,000 - $5,000 | $$$ = >$5,000 
*Cost can vary greatly depending on area size, materials used, and quantity.

Home Hardening Actions Frequency Cost

Remove vegetation located within 5 feet of your home. Annually $

Remove anything flammable (firewood, debris, or other objects) 
within 5 feet of your home.

Annually $

	O Add non-flammable hardscaping (such as gravel) within 5 feet of 
your home. One-time $ - $$$*

Remove flammable tree debris from your roof and gutters. Annually $

	O Replace plastic/vinyl gutters and downspouts with metal ones. One-time $

	O Repair or replace damaged roofs so there are no gaps in the roof 
covering where embers could ignite underlying flammable material. One-time $ - $$$*

Replace wood shake or shingle roofs with a Class A fire-rated roof, 
using materials such as composition asphalt shingles, metal, or tile. 

One-time $$$
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Look for the star icon ( ) to start 
with the most impactful actions.

http://kingcounty.gov/wildfire
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Home Hardening Actions Frequency Cost

Cover all home ventilation openings (except dryer and plumbing 
vents) with 1/8-inch corrosion-resistant metal wire mesh screens or 
install ember-resistant vents.

One-time $

	O Inspect vent screens to ensure they are in good condition with no 
tears, large openings, or small flammable material clogging them. Regularly -

	O Ensure any dryer vent has louvers or a flap to prevent ember entry. One-time $

Ensure there is a minimum of 6 vertical inches of noncombustible 
siding material around the base of the home, measured from the 
ground up and from any attached horizontal surfaces, such as decks. 

Noncombustible material could include exposed concrete foundation, fiber cement, 
brick or stone veneer, stucco, or metal flashing installed at the base of walls.

One-time $$

Remove anything combustible from underneath decks and deck stairs. Regularly -

Remove all vegetation including grass and weeds from under decks 
and deck stairs.

Regularly -

Remove all vegetation debris accumulations from deck surfaces. Regularly -

	O Limit combustible items kept on deck, especially large rugs and 
combustible furniture. Regularly -

	O Retrofit existing attached decks by replacing combustible deck 
boards nearest to the home with noncombustible material. One-time $-$$$*

	O Retrofit existing attached decks by installing metal flashing 
between ledger board and joists and by extending flashing 6 inches 
above ledger board to protect combustible siding material where 
deck attaches to home.  

One-time $-$$*

Remove combustible fencing and gates within 5 feet of the home. One-time $

	O Replace combustible fencing and gates within 5 feet of the home 
with noncombustible material such as aluminum, chain link, or iron. One-time $-$$*

	O Further reduce vulnerabilities posed by fences by removing or 
replacing combustible fencing on your property within 30 feet of your 
home, buildings, or neighboring homes.

One-time $$

Where possible, relocate existing detached structures further 
than 30 feet from home, neighboring homes, and other structures.

One-time -

	O When possible, place or build any new detached structures further 
than 30 feet from home, neighboring homes, and other structures. One-time -

	O Implement home hardening practices for roof, gutters, vents, 
exterior wall coverings, decks, fences, and gates on detached 
structures where applicable.

One-time $-$$$*
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