
Carpet Workgoup August 10th, 2009 Meeting Summary 
 

WORK GROUP 
 
√ Attendance Work Group member name and affiliation Phone number, e-mail 

√ Shirli Axelrod, Seattle Public  Utilities   
√ James Palmer, WA Dept. of Commerce  
√ Bill Smith, City of Tacoma;   
√ Kris Beatty, King County Solid Waste Division and 

LinkUp 
 

√ Lisa Sepanski, King County Solid Waste Division 
and Northwest Product Stewardship Council

 

√ Julie Colehour, Colehour + Cohen  
√ Leslie Kochan, OR  DEQ  
√ Karl Englund, WSU – Pullman;  
√ Joyce Cooper, UW  
√ Scott Klag, Metro – Portland  
√ Sego Jackson, Snohomish County  
√ Jay Shepard, WA Dept. of Ecology  
√ David Stitzhal, Full Circle Environmental, Inc.  
 Lyn Smirl, Ministry of Environment, Canada   
 Karen Leonas, WSU  
 Nancey Green Leigh, Georgia Tech  
 Tim Stearns, WA Dept. of Commerce  
 Cheryl Smith, WA CTED  
 Jan Whitworth, OR DEQ  
 David Lawes, British Columbia, MoE  
 Dick Lilly, Seattle Public Utilities  
 Gabriella, Uhlar-Heffner, Seattle Public Utilities  
 Geoff Glenn, City of Spokane  

 
AGENDA 

I. Introductions & Review Agenda (10 minutes) – Julie Colehour 
 

II. Carpet Recycling Status Update (30 minutes) – Shirli Axelrod 
   Refer to “Carpet Recycling – Northwest Project Overview, July 2009” sent 8/3  

 
III. Project Goals and Workgroup Charter (30 minutes) – Kris Beatty 

  Draft charter distributed at meeting and e-mailed 
 
IV. Initial Strategy Discussion – Shirli Axelrod (60 minutes) 

a. Discuss list of tactics – gather initial feedback (pros, cons and questions) 
b. Identify any missing tactics 
c. Identify additional information that will be needed in order to prioritize tactics at next 

meeting 
 List of possible tactics will be distributed and e-mailed for discussion 
 

V. Workgroup Participants Discussion (15 minutes) – Kris Beatty 
a. Anybody missing from the Workgroup list that should be included? 
b. When should we involve industry representatives? 
c. Who should be involved in wider Carpet Advisory Group? 

  List of current/proposed Workgroup members.  



 
VI. Next Steps (5 minutes) – Julie Colehour 

 
KEY POINTS 
1. Charter agreed to; final will be sent around to the group (including the core workgroup plus the 

larger advisory community). 
2. Decision to organize a meeting including businesses next. (aim for September). High levels of 

interest, activities, and opportunities now. 
3. Expand core group; add Karen Leonas, WSU 
4. Note CARE will be at Buildex Oct 14-15; opportunity to collaborate on a business meeting Oct 13 

or 16 per Jeremy Stroop of CARE (telecom with Shirli); and Shirli has organized a panel 
presenting on carpet and other materials recovery at Buildex with Rick Hess, Puget Sound Clean 
Air, Noel Stout, ReStore, Terry Gillis, Recovery One. 

5. Karl Englund, WSU, is investigating carpet processing in his lab this summer. 
6. UW and Georgia Inst of Technology faculty collaborate on a research project which includes 

carpet recovery. http://sisfur.coa.gatech.edu/html/about.htm   
7. There are various economic incentives we should compile so we can make available to 

businesses. Not much specific to recycling, so we may want to work toward new incentives and/or 
business technical supports. 

8. EB5 Visa program could make investment funds available; James described.. 
9. Local manufacturers groups likely interested in commodity grades/specs for recovered carpet; 

Dept. of Commerce will be meeting with local manufacturers; consider including in workgroup 
and/or advisory group. 

10. Time appears right to plan a business roundtable on carpet recovery infrastructure and market 
development. Pursue collaborative opportunities, such as with CARE. 

 
Action Item Responsible 

Person 
Due Date 

E-mail the following documents and/or links:  
- March 2008 Carpet Forum meeting report 
- Life Cycle Report by Jeff Morris 
- Recycling Econ Benefits Lit Review 
- Contacts List/Potential Advisory Group 
- Agenda from recent CARE Entrepreneur meeting 
- Carpet grading documents from Polymer Centers for 

Excellence. 

Likely in one e-mail 
compiled by Shirli, 
Kris, Julie 

Aug 

Share info on EB5 Visa program James Aug 
Share  Georgia Tech links and SISFUR info Joyce Aug 
Research carpet recycling/EPR in other countries Lisa/NWPSC Aug 
Recommend plastics equipment contacts Karl Aug 
Find out Oregon Econ Dev contacts from electronics Leslie Aug 
Priorities from Climate Change meetings Bill Aug 
Summary of meetings between Commerce and 
manufacturers 

James Aug 

Gather information on state and local procurement 
opportunities in OR 

Scott Aug 

Gather information on legislative opportunities Scott and Leslie Aug 
Contact Lou McCurren, Technology America,  and Tom 
McLoughlin,Center for Advanced Mfg Puget Sound 
CAMPS,  about participation  (check spelling) 

James Aug 

Plan meeting with business participation; plan collaborative 
meeting with CARE – for Sept and/or Oct 

Core group  

 

http://sisfur.coa.gatech.edu/html/about.htm

