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What’s Your School’s Recycling Rate?

Show your school the impact of its waste reduction and recycling practices!  Use this sheet twice per year to calculate your school’s recycling rate and to see how much progress you’ve made.  Questions? Contact Dale Alekel, Green Schools Program: 206-296-8457; dale.alekel@kingcounty.gov.

School: ________________________________________________________________
Name of person collecting information: _______________________________________
Initial Date:  ____________________	Follow-Up Date:  ______________________

Step 1: Gather information and record it below.

· Ask your custodian or hauler(s) the following questions.
· What is the size of each outdoor garbage, recycling, and compostable material dumpster/container?
· How frequently is each outdoor dumpster/container emptied or collected by the hauler?
· What day(s) of the week is each outdoor dumpster/container emptied or collected by the hauler(s)? 
· Then look in each outdoor dumpster/container on the day before pick up to estimate the fullness of each one. For example, is each outdoor dumpster/container 100 percent full, 75 percent full, 50 percent full, or 25 percent full?  
· Notes:  Do not do the assessment during holiday weeks or the last two weeks of school.  Be sure to use the same unit of measurement (e.g., cubic yards, gallons, pounds, or tons) for all containers (garbage, recycling, composting).

Garbage							Hauler: _______________________
[image: garbage-bin]
Initial Garbage Amount     _________      x         _____________         x        ________        =     ________
Follow-Up Garbage Amount_________      x         _____________         x        ________        =     ________	Container Size
(90 gallon cart, 2 yd.,
4 yd, 6yd, 8 yd?)
Fullness when collected
(e.g., .25, .5, .75, .85
or 1.00  - completely full)
Monthly 
Pick-Ups*
Total this 
container



* Multiply the number of times the container is emptied or collected per week by 4.2 (the number of weeks in each month). 

Example:  If your school’s 6-cubic yard (yd) garbage container is 75 percent full when collected and if it is collected 8.4 times each month (2 times per week multiplied by 4.2), then your school produces 37.8 cubic yards of garbage per month.  
Calculation: 6 x .75 = 4.5; then 4.5 x 8.4 = 37.8 cubic yards.  

Notes_____________________________________________________________________________

Recycling							Hauler: _______________________
[image: recycle-bin]
Initial Recycling Amount       __________      x         _____________         x        ________        =     ________
Follow-Up Recycling Amount __________      x         _____________         x        ________        =     ________Container Size
(90 gallon cart, 2 yd,
4 yd, 6yd, 8 yd?)
Fullness when collected
(e.g., .25, .5, .75, .85
or 1.00 - completely full)
Total this 
container
Monthly 
Pick-Ups*



* Multiply the number of times the container is emptied per week by 4.2 (the number of weeks in each month). 

Notes_____________________________________________________________________________

Food Scraps/Other Compostable Materials		Hauler: _______________________
[image: food-bin]
Initial Food Scrap/    __________      x         _____________         x        ________        =     __________
Compostable Amount

Follow-Up Food Scrap/ __________      x         _____________         x        ________        =     __________
Compostable AmountContainer Size
(90 gallon cart, 1 yd, 
2 yd, 4 yd?)
Total this 
container
Monthly 
Pick-Ups*
Fullness when collected
(e.g., .25, .5, .75, .85
or 1.00 - completely full)




* Multiply the number of times the container is emptied per week by 4.2 (the number of weeks in each month). 

Notes: To convert gallons to cubic yards, use this formula: 202 gallons = 1 cubic yard.   If your school composts food scraps in worm bins, Earth Tub, or other type of on-site composting system, estimate the cubic yards composted on-site. Use the Food Assessment Form on the Recycling Toolkit page (http://your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/greenschools/recycling-toolkit.asp) to help measure on-site composting.

Notes______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


[image: Recycled Logo]Step 2:  Do the Math - Calculate Your School’s Recycling Rate!
 Initial     _______________       divided by       __________________     x   100   =    ____________%
Follow-Up _______________       divided by       __________________     x   100   =    ____________%Total Monthly Recycling Quantity
(Total of all recycling and compostable material containers)
Total Monthly Recycling Quantity PLUS Monthly Garbage Quantity
(Grand total of ALL of the school’s solid “waste,” including recycling, compostable material and garbage containers)
Recycling Rate




Notes______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 3: Share the Results – with students, staff, parents and the community!

Tell your school community how much your school’s recycling rate has improved!  

If your monthly garbage collection costs have been reduced, share that good news as well.  (The hauler or your school district can share with you the monthly collection costs.)

Initial Garbage Collection Cost $ _____________	Follow-Up Garbage Collection Cost $ ______________
Date: ___________________				Date: ______________________

Notes______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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