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LEVERAGE YOUR SCHOOL DISTRICT BEVERAGE VENDOR CONTRACT
TO SAVE MONEY 

AND INCREASE RECYCLING
Beverage vendors can be asked to:

· Place recycling signs on every vending machine.

· Provide distinctive recycling containers for placement throughout the school.  Five recycling containers per vending machine is a good ratio.  (The King County Green Schools Program can provide information about appropriate recycling containers.) 

· Provide recycling signs on trash cans that direct students and staff to use the recycling containers for bottles and cans. (For example, the sign could contain an image of a circle and slash through an image of cans and bottles.)

· Remove lighting from the machines to reduce energy costs.

· Provide machines that use energy-conserving, updated ballasts on their lamps (this can be easily tested by school personnel).

· Provide vending misers that minimize energy use as a pre-install option on any machine installed in the school.

· Use low-mercury fluorescent lamps in all vending machines.

· Provide proof that they recycle all fluorescent tubes removed from their machines.  (The King County Green Schools Program can provide them with information on how to recycle the fluorescent tubes.)

Custodial Reimbursement Option
Another, more intensive opportunity is to build into your contract a custodial reimbursement option.  For example, you might consider setting up a Deposit System (either for a school or district-wide) whereby the price of the beverage at the machine is one nickel higher than the standard negotiated cost.  That amount would go into a dedicated fund to help cover custodial costs, or to pay any student group that helps with recycling collection or litter clean up in the school.  
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