King County Green Schools Program

Water Conservation – School Criteria


Schools must complete the Water Conservation criteria below to receive recognition as a King County Green School, level three. 

Directions
· Fill in the school name and other information at the top of the form.  

· For each action that your school completed, place a check mark in the appropriate box.

· Email or fax the completed form to Dale Alekel, dale.alekel@kingcounty.gov, 206-296-4475 (fax).    

School Name:         

School District:  
Date:  
Name of Person Completing Criteria Checklist:       
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Teacher
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Principal
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Custodian
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Student
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Parent
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      


Criteria are divided into the following areas: 

· Assessment and Monitoring

·  Indoor Water Conservation
·  Outdoor Water Conservation
·  Policies and Purchasing Choices

·  Education and Outreach
Assessment and Monitoring 

Complete all of the following required actions:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Establish a baseline for water use, assign a staff member or team to monitor water use, and annually report consumption data to staff and students.  Note: Public schools can ask school district for water consumption data for each school facility.  Private schools can obtain data from their utility invoices.   



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Once each month, even during no-occupancy months, check water meters to monitor for leaks.  Some schools hold a monthly “leak patrol.”



Indoor Water Conservation
Complete all of the following required actions:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Report dripping faucets, continuously running or leaking toilets, and standing water when and where it should not be.  Submit work orders to appropriate school or district staff for repairing leaks and other water problems. Shut off water to leaking fixtures and pipes.  


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Only run dishwashing and clothes washing machines with full loads.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Turn off hot water and/or circulation pumps during extended school breaks. 




Complete at least one of the following recommended actions:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Reduce the water used in toilet flushing by either adjusting the vacuum flush mechanism or installing toilet tank displacement devices such as dams, bottles or bags.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Minimize the water used in cooling equipment, such as air compressors, in accordance with the manufacturer recommendations.   

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Post notices about water conservation above or next to bathroom, classroom, laboratory and kitchen sinks.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Promote the practice of keeping the water off while soaping hands.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Instead of washing items under continually running water in classroom, laboratory, maintenance and kitchen areas, fill containers with water, then use brushes or sponges to wash equipment and tools. 



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other:       ______ (What other significant indoor water conservation practice can your school implement?)


Outdoor Water Conservation
Complete all of the following required actions:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Annually apply two to three inches of mulch.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Inspect irrigation system at least once per year for broken heads, obstruction, etc.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	If using an irrigation system, select either a conservation controller or an ET (evapotranspiration) controller with a rain shut off device.  Note: Evapotranspiration is the amount of water grass loses though evaporation and by the plant transpiring.  Conservation controllers have features that allow the operator to easily change the program to match weather conditions.   ET controllers receive programming information from a weather station via a radio signal.  




Complete at least one of the following recommended actions:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Use water-saving irrigation systems such as drip irrigation or soaker hoses.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Install soil moisture overrides or timers on sprinkler systems.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Make sure sprinklers cover just the lawn or garden, not sidewalks, driveways or gutters.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Water in the early morning or evening when evaporation is lowest.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Use a broom, rake or leaf blower instead of pressure washing and hoses to clean sidewalks and other concrete areas of the school grounds. 



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Use electric mulching mowers. 



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Collect rain water in a rain barrel or tank. Use captured water for school gardens/grounds.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	When adding new plants, select drought-tolerant plants.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	When installing playfields, use at least six inches of top soil/compost to increase water holding capacity. 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Replace non-field lawns with shrubs or native plants.  Other than sports fields, the amount of turf should be limited to a small percentage.



	
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other:       ______ (What other outdoor water conservation practice can your school implement?)


Policies and Purchasing Choices
Complete all of the following required actions:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	For private schools, establish a purchasing policy that specifies high-efficiency fixtures and equipment when replacement is needed.  For public schools, ask the school district to specify high-efficiency fixtures and equipment when replacement is needed. 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	When replacing old fixtures and equipment, purchase the following if cost effective:
· Low-flow toilets, shower heads and faucets.

· Faucet aerators or motion sensors on faucets.

· Waterless urinals or urinals that use one pint per flush.

· Toilets with dual-flush handles.

· Ice machines that are air-cooled instead of water-cooled.

· Boiler-less kitchen steamers which use significantly less water than traditional steamers.   

· Install “Energy Star” dishwashers.

· High-efficiency, pre-rinse spray heads in kitchen wash stations.  (They use one half to one-third the amount of water as traditional spray heads. Specify the most efficient spray head available.) 

· When renovating existing buildings or constructing new buildings, select low-impact development techniques, install permeable pavement/concrete, etc.  (See the King County Green Schools Program “Green Building” category.) 



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other:       ______ (What other policies and purchasing choices can your school establish and implement related to water conservation?)


Education and Outreach 

Complete at least one of the following recommended actions:

Also see the KC Green Schools Program “Environmental Education” category for other education and promotion ideas that apply to all conservation categories.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Find out where the school’s drinking water comes from, where it ends up after it goes down the drain, and the location of the school in the watershed.  Share this information with students and staff.  Note: Junior high science curriculum often includes these learning opportunities.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Include water conservation lessons into a variety of subject areas including history, literature, art, poetry.  (There are many examples throughout history of the importance of water to the development of civilizations.)


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Schedule a speaker to provide a classroom lecture or workshop about water conservation and/or water quality. 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Organize a pledge campaign to have students and staff sign pledges on water conservation and water protection as a call to personal action at school and home (e.g., pledging to turn off the water while soaping hands or pledging to take shorter showers).   Local water providers often can assist with this action.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Organize a class or school project to protect the local watershed by conserving and protecting water sources.  Examples: Stenciling storm drains; stream restoration.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Present an in-service training related to water conservation and water quality to teachers, school staff, or PTA.  Some local water providers offer teacher workshops on these topics.  


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Test a local water body for common contaminants and quality (temperature, dissolved oxygen, etc.) and invertebrates which indicate a healthy ecosystem.  Create a display about this.     


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Work with the local conservation district or agencies to organize a restoration project near the school or watershed. 



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Start a rain garden, organic garden, certified schoolyard habitat or other type of outdoor demonstration area that conserves water.  Include informational signs about the environmental benefits.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Request staff and student suggestions related to water conservation practices.  Locate suggestion boxes in prominent areas, or invite email or on-line recommendations.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other      ______ (What other water conservation education can your school implement?) 
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