King County Green Schools Program

Transportation Choices – School Criteria


Schools may select Transportation Choices as one of the optional categories in level two or level three of the King County Green Schools Program.  Completion of the criteria below will fulfill one of the requirements toward receiving recognition as a King County Green School, level two or level three.   

Directions

· Fill in the school name and other information at the top of the form.  

· For each action that your school completes, place a check mark in the appropriate box.

· Email or fax the completed form to Dale Alekel, dale.alekel@kingcounty.gov, 206-296-4475 (fax).    

School Name:  
School District:  
Date:  
Name of Person Completing Criteria Checklist:       
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Teacher
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Principal
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Custodian
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Student
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Parent
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      


Criteria are divided into the following areas: 

· Transportation Policies and Assessments

· Transportation Alternatives
Transportation Policies and Assessments
Complete all of the following required actions:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Develop, promote and enforce a no-idling policy for school buses and cars at pick-up and drop-off times, or ask the school district to establish a policy.  The policy also should require delivery vehicles to shut off their engines while unloading.  


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Measure the results of the no-idling policy and the completed action(s) from the list below by: tracking idling time before and after implementing an idling reduction campaign; conducting before and after surveys; or recording some other measure appropriate to the completed action(s).  Share results with staff, students, parents and the school board.  



Transportation Alternatives
Complete at least three of the following actions:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Research public transportation options to and from the school, and share this information with students, parents and staff. 



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Survey students and parents to assess their current school transportation behaviors, to identify what transportation modes are most-utilized, underlying motivations for those choices, and barriers to alternative modes of transportation (e.g., children are driven to school by parents instead of walking because there are no sidewalks around the school).

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Use public transportation for field trips when practical.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Offer subsidies to school staff for public transit fares and/or for commuter vans and carpools.  


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Promote carpool and vanpool services to school faculty and staff. 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Promote to parents the use of school buses for transporting children to and from school.  


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Include transportation safety (seat belts, bike helmets, pedestrian safety) in curriculum.  


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Provide covered bicycle racks and other accommodations in order to promote bicycling and walking to school/work.  



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Share information about safely using bike racks on buses. 



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Plan a Safe Routes to School project and apply for a grant to fund it. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Promote the school’s “School Walk Route Plan”. (Washington state school districts must have such a plan for every elementary school.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Conduct a Walking Audit to assess the walk-ability of the “School Walk Route Plan”.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Establish a “Walking School Bus” program. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Start or improve a volunteer crossing guard program. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Plan an event or activity during International Walk to School Month in October. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Plan an event or activity during Bicycle Month in May, which also is the Clean Air and Asthma Awareness month.   Example:  Offer a bicycle safety workshop which includes helmet fitting.  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Offer ride-matching services for students/families and staff. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Provide preferential parking for high-occupancy vehicles.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other:       ______ What other significant transportation alternative could your school encourage or provide?)
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