King County Green Schools Program

Litter Reduction – School Criteria


Schools may select Litter Reduction as one of the optional categories in level two or level three of the King County Green Schools Program.  Completion of the criteria below will fulfill one of the requirements toward receiving recognition as a King County Green School, level two or level three.   

Directions

· Fill in the school name and other information at the top of the form.  

· For each action that your school completes, place a check mark in the appropriate box.

· Email or fax the completed form to Dale Alekel, dale.alekel@kingcounty.gov, 206-296-4475 (fax).    

School Name:  
School District:  
Date:  
Name of Person Completing Criteria Checklist:       
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Teacher
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Principal
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Custodian
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Student
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Parent
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      


Criteria are divided into the following areas: 

· Policies

· Containers

· Clean Up

· Education and Involvement

· Optional Actions
Policies
Complete all of the following required actions:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Establish and promote a written anti-litter policy.  Consider including in the policy: (1) a rule against eating outside the regular lunchroom or cafeteria; and/or (2) a rule against leaving the campus for lunch and bringing take out/fast food lunches back to campus



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Promote the anti-litter policy through PA announcements, assembly announcements, reader boards, school web site, school newsletters and newspapers, guest speakers, posters or other communication methods. 


	.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other:      _____ (What else could be included in a school policy to prevent litter?)



	
	


Containers for Garbage and Recyclable Materials

Complete all of the following required actions:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Provide a sufficient number of garbage containers in strategic locations.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Garbage containers will be in full view, accessible, and easy to locate.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Clearly label garbage containers as “garbage only.”



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Provide a recycling container next to each garbage container.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Recycling containers will be a different color than garbage containers and be in full view, accessible and easy to locate.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Clearly label recycling containers as "recyclables only" to distinguish them from garbage containers.  The recycling label must list what materials can and cannot be recycled at the school.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Regularly empty garbage and recycling containers before they overflow.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other:      _____ (What other action related to provision and maintenance of containers would help to reduce litter?)




Clean Up Litter  

Complete all of the following required actions:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Conduct regular clean-up of litter (and illegally dumped materials) both inside and outside the school facility.  If possible, utilize students for regular campus cleanup.  



	
	Complete at least one of the following:

· Organize regular volunteer litter clean-up days or regular litter patrols.  Note: Some schools organize a student/parent volunteer trash pickup program for the school property.

· Offer litter pick-up for community service credits for secondary school students.

· Other:      _____ (What other significant action could your school implement to effectively clean up litter?)


Education and Involvement

Complete all of the following required actions:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Set a goal (e.g., reduce litter by 50 percent) and a timeline for an anti-litter campaign that will inform students and staff about the importance of proper disposal of garbage (and recycling!).  



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Inventory the amount and types of litter before and after an anti-litter campaign or clean-up program.  Create a visual representation that will track progress.  



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Select and complete at least two of the following options

· Educate students and staff about the importance of proper garbage disposal (and recycling!).  Use both verbal and visual reminders, including school reader boards, PA announcements, assembly announcements, guest speakers, posters, school newsletters, school newspapers, and other communication methods.

· Hold a poster competition for anti-litter signs that could be used on, next to or above garbage receptacles.

· Involve one or more student groups, particularly a leadership group, in education and prevention efforts.   

· Provide feedback:  announce results of the above actions, and recognize students and staff.  Example:  At an annual assembly, recognize students and/or staff who have worked to prevent and clean up litter.
· Other:      _____ (What other educational or promotional action could your school take to prevent litter?)




Optional Actions 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Inform students and staff about littering and illegal dumping programs:

Adopt a Road; Adopt a Park, WA State Community Litter Clean-up Program.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	If your school is experiencing illegal dumping problems 

· Report incidences to King County’s illegal dumping hot-line.
· Lock outdoor garbage and recycling dumpsters.
· Erect enclosures or screening around outdoor dumpsters. 
· Post signs and install cameras.
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