King County Green Schools Program

Environmental Education – School Criteria


Schools may select Environmental Education as one of the optional categories in level two or level three of the Green Schools Program.  Completion of the criteria below will fulfill one of the requirements toward receiving recognition as a King County Green School, level two or level three.   

Directions

· Fill in the school name and other information at the top of the form.  

· For each action that your school completes, place a check mark in the appropriate box.

· “Save as” to save the document with the name of your school and “KC Green School environmental education check list.”  Then e-mail the form to Dale Alekel at dale.alekel@kingcounty.gov.  Or fax the form to Dale at 206-296-4475 (fax).    

School Name:  
School District:  
Date:  
Name of Person Completing Criteria Checklist:       
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Teacher
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Principal
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Custodian
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Student
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Parent
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      


Criteria are divided into the following areas: 

· Required Actions

· Optional Actions Related to Classroom Education

· Optional Actions Related to the School Community
Note:  The education and promotion ideas in the lists below can be applied to conservation actions in any of the Green Schools Program categories, including waste reduction and recycling, energy conservation and water conservation.  

Required Actions
Complete all of the following required actions:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Meet Washington State requirements for Environmental Education.
· WAC 392-410-115, Part 6: : http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=392-410-115
· RCW28 A.230.020:

           http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.230.020


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Develop a plan for integrating conservation topics into curricula at all grade levels and share the plan with the Green Schools Program.   


Related to Classroom Education
Complete at least two of the following recommended actions:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Bring environmental education programs into the school.  Consider:
 
(1) Signing up for free King County education programs including classroom workshops: http://your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/education/index.asp
(2) Inviting environmental experts from local organizations and agencies into the classroom, school-wide assembly or club meeting.

(3) Contacting local utilities to schedule speakers or to order classroom resources.
(4) Participating in web-based environmental education programs and/or activities.  


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Use the Green Schools Program criteria and activities as an environmental learning tool.  Example: A math class could track the school’s monthly garbage and recycling volumes, and then use the Green Schools Program assessment form to calculate the school’s monthly recycling rate.  A class or student club also could help to track the school’s energy use, water use and/or student transportation choices, and then analyze and share results with the entire school.   



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Use the school grounds and building as an environmental learning tool.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Hold an annual environmental fair for students to educate one another, staff (and parents) about conservation topics.   


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	A class or student club calculates their personal carbon or ecological footprint and/or completes this calculation for their class, grade or the entire school.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	A class signs and follows a pledge related to one or more conservation practice - and/or students take home a pledge for their families to sign and follow.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Create a display(s) related to conservation practice(s) which can be placed in a display case, in the school foyer, lunchroom or other common space.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Older students teach younger students about conservation practices and/or mentor another school to help improve its conservation practices.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Research what other schools (locally or internationally) have done to conserve natural resources and reduce toxins at school, and apply the examples.  


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Create a presentation, or a skit or other type of entertainment related to one or more conservation practices and perform it in the classroom, for the entire school, to other schools and/or in the community.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Create a public service announcement for radio, television or the web about conservation practices.  Submit the announcement to the local government cable access channel for broadcasting. 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other:      

 FORMTEXT 
      (What other classroom environmental education activities have you completed?)


For additional ideas, see the education and outreach action items listed in criteria check lists for Energy Conservation, Water Conservation and other program categories.  

Related to the School Community
Complete at least two of the following recommended actions:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The principal helps make conservation practices part of the school’s culture.  Specifically, the principal can:

(1) Establish school conservation policies and/or enforce school district policies.

(2) Ask the school district to improve its policies and procedures.

(3) Encourage teachers and other staff to be role models for students on how to conserve natural resources.  Present information about school conservation practices at staff meetings, through posters placed in the staff lounge, and in new staff orientations.

(4) Offer and encourage professional development, continuing education or in-service training opportunities related to conservation.

Recommendation: Provide the principal with a monthly or quarterly email to send to all staff, and with periodic PA, assembly and staff meeting announcements regarding the school’s conservation practices.  



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Establish a school club that focuses on issues or projects related to resource conservation or environmental protection, or ask the ASB (Associated Student Body) to promote conservation practices school-wide.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Post reminders about conservation practices in appropriate places throughout the school.  



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Make brief announcements at each school-wide assembly about one or more conservation practice(s).


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Recognize students and staff who develop, implement and/or promote conservation practices within the school or in the community.  Use end-of-year recognition assemblies and other means to provide recognition. 



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Regularly promote the school’s conservation actions and achievements in student newspapers, staff and parent newsletters, school and district web sites, PA announcements, assembly programs, the local media, and/or at school district board meetings.  Include a “fun fact” in each announcement.   



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Write articles about conservation practices for student newspapers, staff and parent newsletters, school and district web sites, and/or for other publications.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Identify barriers to improving conservation practices in the school or school district, and propose or recommend specific solutions (such as a school or district policy or procedure) to those barriers.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Hold a poster competition related to a conservation practice.  Display posters in school hallways or other common areas.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Hold a school-wide competition in which a grade or class is rewarded for generating the least amount of garbage per student in a given month.  Or hold a district-wide competition in which a reward is given to one elementary school, one middle school and one high school that produces the least amount of garbage per student in a given month. 



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Hold a career day in which students are introduced to careers in environmental protection and conservation. Invite local organizations and agencies.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Partner with a community group, nonprofit organization, and/or business on a project related to conservation.



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Conduct a community education campaign about one or more conservation practices.


	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other:       (What other environmental education activities have you completed in the school community?)
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