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Introduction

defining green infrastructure, from the site to the city to the region 

+



Introduction

nature “out there” and nature “nearby” are green infrastructure 

Snoqualmie River 
Fall City, Washington

Jamison Square, Portland, Oregon,
Peter Walker & Partners



Introduction

but we can push the green infrastructure approach even further, to 
explicitly address profound urban environmental challenges



Forms are patterns

“the forms we conceive are really patterns, and patterns are the
configuration of relationships between natural systems…” –David Miller



layers

High Point public housing
redevelopment, Seattle

Looking at any community…



layers

we can map its green infrastructure.



layersmobility

water 

community

habitat

Peeling apart a series of green infrastructure systems like layers
and looking at their constituent parts...



Table of Elements

reveals a table of green infrastructure elements.



Table of Elements

integrated systems form of a green infrastructure network, the hardest 
working parts of that network are its high performance landscapes



GI APPS

SvR  with Jones & Jones for Lake Forest Park, Washington

led by Nancy Rottle of the University of Washington and Brice Maryman of SvR

GREEN 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

PLANNING



what are your existing green infrastructure elements?
what is missing? what would make the system whole?



watershed by watershed, system by system



Seattle and Lake Forest Park’s Green Infrastructure Plans



A2. Town Center PROJECT LOCATION: 
main hub @ intersection of main Creekways and Arterial Green 

Streets 

POSSIBLE PROJECT ELEMENTS:
Habitat
• create a wider riparian buffer and remove 

fish blockages at 522 and under Town 
Center

• daylight Lyon Creek through the parking lot 
Community
• create high-density, mixed-use, transit-

oriented development
• create a central civic space for community 

Water
• use bioswales, green roofs, and other LID 

features to manage parking lot run-off
Mobility
• improve sidewalks and crosswalks to connect 

neighbors to Town Center
• create trail along Lyon Creekway (start of 

connection between BG and Interurban)
• park & ride facility

VISIBILITY: high
CHALLENGE: high



green infrastructure network and 
high performance landscapes

Seattle’s green infrastructure network

Winslow Way by SvR



GI APPS

Designing the 21st Century Street, Brooklyn, New York

HIGH PERFORMANCE
LANDSCAPE DESIGN



GI APPS

4th Ave. is a major commercial through route, 9th St. is more residential



GI APPS



GI APPS

park creek greenway



GI APPS

urb bulbs



GI APPS

multiway biovard



GI APPS

the confluence



GI APPS

towards an aesthetic of performance

Growing Vine Street, SvR 
with Buster Simpson and Carlson Architects



http://www.greeninfrastructurewiki.com

www.SvRdesign.com

www.seattleparksforall.org


