HIGH PERFORMANCE LANDSCAPES:

green infrastructure for healthy communities

Nate Cormier, ASLA, LEED AP
b Senior Landscape Architect
SVR Design Company
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Snoqualmie River
Fall City, Washington

Jamison Square, Portland, Oregon,
Peter Walker & Partners

nature “out there” and nature “nearby” are green infrastructure




Surface Alr Temparature Increase 1960 to I060 .

but we can push the green infrastructure approach even further, to
explicitly address profound urban environmental challenges
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“the forms we conceive are really patterns, and patterns are the
configuration of relationships between natural systems...” -David Miller




High Point public housing
redevelopment, Seattle
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Looking at any community...




we can map its green infrastructure.




mobility

Peeling apart a series of green infrastructure systems like layers
and looking at their constituent parts...




reveals a table of green infrastructure elements.




iIntegrated systems form of a green infrastructure network, the hardest
working parts of that network are its high performance landscapes




led by Nancy Rottle of the University of Washington and Brice Maryman of SvR

OPEN SPACE SEATTLE 2100

Designing Seattle’s Green Network for the next century

LAKE FOREST PARK LEGACY:}

Habitat People Places Natural Drainage Healthy Connections [

INFRASTRUCTURE
P |_ AN N | N G SVR with Jones & Jones for Lake Forest Park, Washington




what are your existing green infrastructure elements?
what is missing? what would make the system whole?




watershed by watershed, system by system




2025 GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE COMPOSITE

Pas £ Cosimnty Seace 2023

Haken 3028

Micimtem Crealrsrd
The Lok )

Tributary Crostray

Grman Iramped Comctye A0S

dirbar Cebery 025

Bl Foen & Comrunily Spare [ —— Werer InlmpTiion

o Trsepns Comide [ B Hubial coatru) Fase

Wiower Lrwnvacions 2R

Seattle and Lake Forest Park’s Green Infrastructure Plans



PROJECT LOCATION:

A2 TOWﬂ Ce nter main hub @ intersection of main Creekways and Arterial Green
Streets

5 VISIBILITY: high
| CHALLENGE: high

Calienton Ciise Tt

w @ & The Laopmoy

POSSIBLE PROJECT ELEMENTS:
Habitat Water

= create a wider riparian buffer and remove = use bioswales, green roofs, and other LID
fish blockages at 522 and under Town features to manage parking lot run-off
Center , Mobility

= daylight Lyon Creek through the parking lot - improve sidewalks and crosswalks to connect

Community neighbors to Town Center

= create high-density, mixed-use, transit- create trail along Lyon Creekway (start of
oriented development connection between BG and Interurban)

e create a central civic space for community park & ride facility
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EBeacon Min. Playground | Washar Terrace Housing

— St L. —
West Seattls 14th Ave MW
Resersoir

Maple Lea

WINSLOW Wiy
Bairidga lland, Washirgion

undergound utilities

Winslow Way by SvR

Irams il shops

midbkock cross ng zane

green infrastructure network and
high performance landscapes

Seattle’s green infrastructure network
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Park Lake’

Designing the 215t Century Street, Brooklyn, New York
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VN

b Injured:
4 Bicyclists
5 Pedestrians

Injured:
4 Pedegiridr

@ Killed:
1 Pedestrian
Injured:
4 Bicyclists
24 Pedestrians

Injured:

) . 4 Bicyclists
Injured: ) 4 Pedestrians
17 Pedestrians o
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4th Ave. is a major commercial through route, 9t St. is more residential




Gowdadnus

MOVE 1: PARK CREEK GREENWAY

Prospect
Park

: URB BULBS

MOVE 3: MULTIWAY BIOVARD

MOVE 4: CONFLUENCE
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park creek greenway
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multiway biovard




the confluence




Growing Vine Street, SVR
with Buster Simpson and Carlson Architects

towards an aesthetic of performance
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SEATTLE
PARKS FOR ALL

Main

Donate

Welcome to
Parks and Green Spaces Lewy

DONATE e e Open spaces Cammunity

$45 million for neighborhood Sign Up
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lake an onlin ation e - parks and greenbelts =

WWW . SVR d eSI g n . C O m Member? — : M ' More open spzces, new trails and the SR EETE R R 01

completion of :he Burke Gilman and Levy Community Badge
Duwamish Trais to promrote active
4 and healthy living in Sea-tle.
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Green Infrastructure Wiki

i i & - e - |} Pam ook +
i G = = = = = = -
8% WELCOME TO THE "OPEN SOURCE" GREEN INFRASTRUC TURE MOVEMENT! Habitat
Please feel free to add content directly or make suggestions for future refinements via the comment feature. Page Camdar

templates are available if you want to add new green infrastructure elements and case studies. Itis our hope that this
will grow into a shared resource for a multi-disciplinary movement. We hope you find it helpful and thanks for your
contribution.

S A WORKING DEFINITION
The term "green infrastructure” has been used to describe a vast array of landscape types, from backyard rain gardens

to regional open space networks. Fundamentally, green infrastructure is just a framework for recognizing the valuable Learn more in our help s
ecological services that nature can provide for the human environment. At a metropolitan scale, green infrasiruciure +~Recent Site Acthity
» Browse by Keywords forms a tapestry of open space that serves and guides urban development. At a site scale, green infrastructure
 Site Reports & RSS Feads connects a place to its bioregional context, integrates functions, and makes life-giving processes visible and Active Pages
meaningful. Regional protected and connected natural habitats are the foundation for this system. Parks, gardens, - 1

aga by Google trails, and other traditional public spaces link communities to this natural landscape matrix. More broadly conceived, a ¥

green infrastructure network is a regenerative solution to urban challenges associated with stormwater and waste
Sustainable Business management, mobility and public health, local food and energy security, and even protection from natural and man- =
MBA with sustainability made hazards. ,ﬁ
business i
% TABLE OF ELEMENTS
Green infrastructure needs a conceptual framework that can accommodate the range of scales and functions described by

by the term. Every emerging field must codify its underlying paterns and principles. Biology has scientific classification
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