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Briefing Overview
Focus: How LID program is Changing Business 

Practices with respect to Selection of Assets

I. Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) 
definition

II. Lowering Barriers for new construction
III. Lowering Barriers for retrofit project
IV. Next steps 

Tracy Tackett, LID/GSI Program Manager



Lowering Barriers for new 
construction

• City of Seattle Stormwater Code (SMC 
22.800 – 22.808)

• Stormwater Code Manual/ Directors Rules
• Right-of-way Improvement Manual 



Stormwater Code Revision 
Project

•Drainage Control Code
–Require Green Stormwater 
Infrastructure to the MEF

•Stormwater Code Manual/ 
Directors Rules

–Infiltration
–GSI design guidance and 
minimum requirements
–GSI modeling methodology
–Presized tables
–O&M needs 



Stormwater Manuals
www.seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/

Stormwater_Grading_and_Dr
ainage_Code_Revisions/

• Compost Amended Soil
• Trees
• Bioretention 
• Permeable Pavement 
• Green Roofs 
• Cisterns 
• Downspout Dispersion
• Sheet Flow Dispersion



Stormwater Code Revision 
Project

•Stormwater Code–
Implementation Plan with 
respect to GSI

–Review/inspector 
checklist 
–Guidelines for interpreting 
MEF 
–O&M inspector checklists
–City staff training



Northgate Mall, Seattle

Drainage Code Changes = more 
GSI on private lots



Drainage Code Changes = more 
GSI in Right-of-Way



Right-of-Way Improvement Manual
Chapt 6.4

• Bioretention 
– Details 
– Bioretention soil 

specification
• Permeable Pavement

– Details
– Approved Paver List
– Perm concrete 

specification

Will Significantly help 
permitting for projects 
using right of way to 
achieve Green Area 
Factor



Pinehrust Green Grid
Dec 03, 2007

ROWIM details 
– Full Street 

design 
Concepts



Porous Pavement – NOT 
ROADS



Lowering Barriers for retrofit 
projects



Bioretention Retrofit Opportunities







Lowering Barriers for retrofit 
projects

• GSI project managers manual – clarification 
of tools for evaluation of GSI
• Overview of tools in the GSI toolbox
• Consistently refer to SW Manual for the how tos
• Provide unit Cost per area mitigated
• GIS evaluation parameters for project basin scale analysis 

of GSI alternative

• Drainage and Wastewater partnership 
Program
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Questions?

www.seattle.gov/util/naturalsystems


