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Wanted: A Happy Future:
Are we really pursuing sustainable urban development?



What’s an “Arup”?
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Chaotic Urbanization
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Today’s Issues are Highly Technical

“The climate system is an 
angry beast and we are poking 

it with sticks.”
Professor Wallace Broecker
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Understanding the Issue/Opportunity

What we What we What we 
know we know we know we 

dondondon’’’t knowt knowt know

What we What we What we 
KnowKnowKnow

What we What we 
dondon’’t t 

know we know we 
dondon’’t t 
knowknow

Michael TracyMichael TracyMichael Tracy
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Sustainability is a Political Choice
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Security vs. Risk
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Equality vs. Equity
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Optimism vs. Pessimism
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Communities: Place vs. Interest
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Direct Costs vs. Externalities
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Present vs. Future
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Faith vs. Doubt
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Choosing To Do What We Know How To Do Today
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The Moral Obligation to be Intelligent

“Intelligence finds its own balance by connecting 
circles of disparate ideas that appear, on the 

surface, to have no shared meaning with the core 
goal of making everything fit better together for 

community social advancement. Intelligence binds 
those ideas together and creates new connections 

for understanding.”

John Boles
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Gary Lawrence       (206) 493 – 2228     gary.lawrence@arup.com


