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2009 King County LEED® + LID Grant Application & Guidelines

King County’s Green Building Grants provide funding to projects built in King County, outside of the city of Seattle, which meet stringent criteria for resource conservation. Commercial, institutional, and multifamily projects seeking LEED certification are eligible for grant awards -- $25,000 for LEED Gold and $35,000 for LEED Platinum. 
The focus of the 2009 Grants is two-fold: Energy and resource efficiency in existing buildings, and the use of Low Impact Development (LID) techniques to manage stormwater. Thus, priority will be given to renovation projects pursuing LEED EB certification, to operations and maintenance projects pursuing LEED EBOM certification, and to projects incorporating Low Impact Development strategies as described below. Grants are funded through the King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks. 
Application Submission

Applications for King County LEED Grants will be accepted through standard or electronic mail.  Please send one copy of the completed, signed application form (see page 5) and required attachments to:

Ric Cochrane, Project Manager

King County GreenTools Program 

201 South Jackson Street, Suite 701

Seattle, WA 98104

Ric.Cochrane@KingCounty.Gov

Application Deadline

All applications are due Wednesday, September 30, 2009 by 5:00 pm.
Applicants may request feedback on grant applications.  Requests for feedback must be received by September 15, 2009. 
Grant Awards

Grant applications will be reviewed on a competitive basis, and funding is based on the level of LEED certification and meeting or exceeding other Performance Requirements for the project.  A preliminary LEED scorecard must be submitted with the application. 
	LEED Certification Level
	Funding Level

	Gold
	$25,000

	Platinum
	$35,000


For More Information

Questions about this application should be directed to Ric Cochrane at (206) 263-6037 or ric.cochrane@kingcounty.gov.
Eligibility

King County LEED Grants are open to any project located in King County, outside the City of Seattle.  In order to be eligible, projects must meet all of the following eligibility criteria:

· Applicant must be project owner.

· Project must be located in King County, outside of Seattle city limits. Private, not-for-profit, or public projects may apply.  Projects developed by King County government agencies are not eligible for grant funding.
· Application must be submitted prior to final building permit issuance and preferably in pre-design or schematic design. Project team must conduct at least one design charrette to identify green building goals prior to 50% completion of schematic design.  

· Project must be new construction, or major renovation or operational upgrade (major renovation projects typically include upgrades to HVAC equipment and significant improvements to building envelope and interior).
· Projects must register or plan to register with the U.S. Green Building Council and using one of the following LEED checklists: 

· LEED for New Construction (LEED-NC)

· LEED for Core and Shell (LEED-CS) 

· LEED for Commercial Interiors (LEED-CI) 

· LEED for Healthcare 

· LEED for Existing Buildings (LEED-EB)
· LEED for Existing Buildings: Operations & Maintenance (LEED-EBOM) 

· Grant funds must be used for project costs associated with achieving the green building design goals, LEED certification and performance requirements.

Performance Requirements

Base requirement:

· Project must target and achieve LEED Gold or Platinum certification

Additional minimum performance requirements:

· Achieve minimum 75% recycling rate for all construction and demolition debris (project must achieve LEED credits MR 2.1 & 2.2)

· Reduce landscape irrigation by 50% and building water use by 20% below code requirements (project must achieve LEED credits WE 1.1 and WE 3.1)

· Demonstrate that the King County 2005 or 2009 Surface Water Design Manual standards or equivalent have been met or exceeded (required documentation will include a letter from the project civil engineer, or other authorized representative, stating that the 2005 0r 2009 standards have been met or exceeded).  The 2009 Surface Water Design Manual can be downloaded at:  http://www.kingcounty.gov/environment/waterandland/stormwater/documents/surface-water-design-manual.aspx 
· Demonstrate that the King County Post-Construction Soil Standard has been met or exceeded (required documentation will include a letter from the project landscape architect, or other authorized representative, stating that the Post-Construction Soil Standard has been met or exceeded): www.metrokc.gov/ddes/forms/ls-inf-SoilPost-ConStd.pdf
· Increase energy efficiency beyond code requirements to achieve at least four points in the Optimize Energy Performance category (LEED credit EA 1)
Evaluation Criteria 

Funding for the King County LEED Grants is limited. Applications will be reviewed on a competitive basis and evaluated on the following criteria:

· Application is complete and clearly written.

· Project features innovative green building design elements and strategies.

· Project is in design phase and application describes how LEED Grant funds will be used to provide incentive to increase the level of green strategies incorporated into the project.

· Project team’s goal setting approach and process for ensuring a successful green building project are clearly articulated.   

· Project provides educational value to the public about new green building practices.

· Project highlights water conservation, stormwater management, efficient material use, and construction waste reduction strategies. 

· Project funding is secured and proposed construction schedule indicates a very high likelihood project will be built as planned. 

Priority Consideration

Additional weight in the evaluation process will be given to projects that: 
· Are renovations of existing buildings
· Target energy and resource efficiency through improvements in Operations and Maintenance (O&M) practices
· Incorporate Low Impact Development (LID) strategies that go beyond the minimum requirements of the Surface Water Design Manual.  Projects will be evaluated on the effectiveness of reducing runoff and pollutant generation, and on the percent of runoff that is managed using LID BMPs, considering the soil and groundwater conditions, and other site constraints. 

· Are built for and/or by non-profit organizations

· Provide permanently affordable housing
· Incorporate innovative wastewater technologies 

· Are built on brownfield sites
· Meet the Architecture 2030 Challenge goal (50 percent reduction in energy use compared to average building of type): www.architecture2030.org
Terms

Funding for LEED Grants will be issued at 50% upon signed completion of the Green Building Grant Agreement and the remainder 50% upon project completion and application for LEED certification at the LEED-Gold or Platinum level.  Applicants that fail to achieve minimum performance requirements must refund the Grant award to King County. 

Applicant agrees to provide King County with documentation that the performance standards have been met as follows:

· Verification of LEED certification application
· Copy of LEED certificate and final LEED checklist

· Documentation that additional performance requirements have been achieved at the end of the project (this includes letters from the civil engineer and landscape architect, as referenced above.)

Applicant agrees to provide King County with technical information and photos of the green building design elements achieved in the project for public educational purposes which may include but is not limited to:

· Percentage of construction related waste materials reused or recycled 

· Percentage of water and energy conservation achieved over baseline design, and a minimum of one year of utility bills

· At least one public tour of the final LEED certified facility

(APPLICATION FORM BEGINS ON NEXT PAGE)

Application: 2009 King County LEED® Grant

Project Name:

	     


Project Address:

	     



Applicant

Owner or authorized owner’s representative:

	     


Company Name:

	     


Mailing Address:

	     



 Phone:
      

Fax:       

Email:       
Project Status

What phase of design will the project be in as of August 31, 2009?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
pre-design
   FORMCHECKBOX 
schematic
  FORMCHECKBOX 
design development
 FORMCHECKBOX 
other:     
Has the project submitted for building permits?   FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
No
If yes, describe type of permits, the jurisdiction permitting the project, and the permit number. 

	     


Estimated construction start date:      
Estimated construction completion date:      
(Attach project schedule)

Is financing for the project secured? Is so, indicate lending institution.

	     


About the Project

	Project description - Include building type, size, anticipated number of occupants or tenants, and estimated budget.  Attach schematic or other drawings if available (250 words maximum).  

     




Project Team

Please provide contact information below, if applicable

	
	Firm
	Primary Contact
	Phone
	Email

	Architect
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Civil Engineer
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Mechanical Engineer
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Electrical Engineer
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Tenant/Facility Manager /Building Operator
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Contractor
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Consultants/Other
	     
	     
	     
	     


Describe the methods or strategies that your team will employ to successfully meet your green building goals for the project.   Include your team’s prior experience with green building projects. (500 words maximum)
     


Green building goals 
Describe the project’s green building goals as they address one or more of the following:

· Water conservation

· Stormwater management

· Efficient material use 

· Construction and demolition waste management

· Use of reclaimed water or innovative wastewater technologies

· Other

For each goal, please include a description of the key green building design elements for this project and strategies that will be employed to achieve the goal. (1,000 words maximum)  

	     




Educational value  

How will this project encourage more green building and sustainable development practices in our region? Describe educational and outreach activities underway or planned for the project (signage, workshops, tours, web or print information, etc.). How frequently will information be distributed and who is your intended audience? (500 words maximum)

	     




LEED certification level goal/funding level sought:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Gold + LID / up to $25,000

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Platinum + LID / up to $35,000

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A preliminary LEED scorecard has been attached to this application demonstrating how this project will achieve the LEED certification level indicated above. 

Has the project registered for LEED certification with the U.S. Green Building Council?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
No
Has an eco-charrette already been held?  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
No
If no, proposed date of eco-charrette:

	     


Have you received grant funds for this project from King County in the past?  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
No

If yes, please indicate funding source, project(s) that received funding, and when funding was received.  

	     


I declare that the information provided on this grant application is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and I understand that if my project is selected, grant funding will be contingent upon execution of and compliance with a King County Green Building Grant Agreement. I have reviewed the terms and conditions in this application form and believe this project meets all eligibility and will meet all performance requirements.

_______________________________________________________at _________________, Washington.

Signature of Owner/Authorized Agent

Date                            Place Signed
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