
 

 

Spring 2015 Calendar of Events 
 

May 14th – Urban Forests Roundtable 
 

Urban forests provide a range of economic, social, and ecological benefits, and are an integral part of what 

makes King County a unique place to live. When it comes to confronting climate change, local forests store 

more carbon than almost any other forests in the world, but at the same time are threatened by age, 

invasive species, and changing conditions under a warming climate. 

 

This roundtable will explore different elements of city actions to preserve and restore urban forests, 

including how we can we plan for and adapt to local climate change impacts on our forests, maximize their 

carbon sequestration potential, leverage partnerships, and engage the public in the restoration and 

stewardship of these vital resources. The roundtable will help inform cities with peer experiences in 

following through on the King County-Cities Climate Collaboration’s (K4C) commitment to “Protect and 

restore the health of urban and community trees and forests, for example through public-private-community 

efforts such as Forterra’s Green Cities Partnerships”. 

 

Joanna Nelson will discuss her work with Forterra’s Green Cities Program implementing public-private 

partnerships to restore and maintain urban forests. Sharon Rodman, of the City of Kirkland, and Curtis Kukal, 

Park Ranger for the Lewis Creek Visitor Center, will give their perspective on managing urban forests in their 

cities, and Weston Brinkley, of Street Sounds Ecology, will share his work on urban environmental and 

climate change related research, policy, and engagement.  

 

Speakers 
        Joanna Nelson de Flores, Forterra  

 Sharon Rodman, City of Kirkland 

        Curtis Kukal, City of Bellevue 

        Weston Brinkley, Street Sounds Ecology 

Details 

Date/Time: Thursday, May 14th, 12:00 PM – 1:30 PM 

Location/Address: Peter Kirk Room, Kirkland City Hall, 123 5th Avenue, Kirkland, WA 

Brown Bag: As a lunchtime event, you are welcome to bring lunch to enjoy during the Roundtable.  



Directions: 

        By Bike: Find your most convenient route here. Too wet to ride the whole way? Check out Metro’s 

instructions on loading your bike on the bus.  

 By Bus: Routes 255, 200, 554, 235, 246, 234 – See Metro’s Trip Planner to map out your transit 

options. 

 By Car:  Northbound on I-405: 

Take exit 18 from I-405 N 

Follow loop and head west on NE 85th St. 

Continue on NE 85th St. – this will become Central Way 

Take Central Way to 3rd St. and turn right 

Turn left on 5th Ave. – Destination will be on the left 

 

*No RSVP Required  

 

 

May 26th – How to Inspire People to Engage in Pro-
Environmental Actions? 
 

 
 

Pro-environmental behavior is often believed to be less attractive (e.g. more expensive, time consuming, 

effort), which may inhibit pro-environmental choices. Despite this, many people do engage in sustainable 

actions. Why are they willing to do so? Dr. Steg will argue that values are a key motivating factor in this 

respect. In this lecture Dr. Steg will elaborate on which values are likely to promote or inhibit sustainable 

actions, and discuss factors that activate or deactivate values thereby affecting the likelihood of pro-

environmental choices. 

Speaker 
 Linda Steg, Environmental Psychologist, University of Groningen, The Netherlands 

Details 

Date/Time: Tuesday, May 26th, Reception at 5:00 PM, Lecture at 6:00 PM 

http://maps.google.com/maps?dirflg=b&saddr=Current+Location&daddr=123+5th+Avenue+Kirkland+WA
http://metro.kingcounty.gov/tops/bike/
http://metro.kingcounty.gov/tops/bike/
http://tripplanner.kingcounty.gov/


Location/Address: Alder Hall Auditorium, University of Washington, 1315 NE Campus Pkwy, Seattle, WA  

Directions: 

        By Bike: Find your most convenient route here. Too wet to ride the whole way? Check out Metro’s 

instructions on loading your bike on the bus.  

 By Bus: Routes 25, 30, 31, 32,43, 44, 48, 49, 65, 67, 68, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 83, 167, 197, 271, 277, 

372, 373, 540, 542, 556, 586 – See Metro’s Trip Planner to map out your transit options. 

 By Car:  Northbound on I-5: 

Take exit 169 for NE 45th St 

Keep right to continue toward 7th Ave NE 

Turn right onto NE 45th St 

Turn right onto Roosevelt Way NE 

Turn left onto NE Campus Pkwy – Destination will be on your right 

By Car:  Southbound on I-5: 

Take exit 169 for NE 45th St 

Merge onto 5th Ave NE 

Turn left onto NE 45th St 

Turn right onto Roosevelt Way NE 

Turn left onto NE Campus Pkwy – Destination will be on your right 

 

*No RSVP Required  

 

 

May 29th – Toxic Building Material Series: Workshop #1  
How to Select and Specify Healthy Building Products 

Please RSVP to Sam.Haapaniemi@kingcounty.gov 
[Additional workshop dates/locations TBD] 

 

The Regional Code Collaboration (RCC) is offering a three-part series of workshops throughout 2015 focusing 

on toxic chemicals used in building materials. Please join us on May 29th for the first session in this series. 

Upon completion of all sessions, you’ll come away knowing: 

 

 Why toxic chemicals in building products are a concern: Understand how certain hazardous 

chemicals can harm people by causing cancer, asthma and other health problems. 

 How to choose differently: Learn about tools that can help you develop product specifications 

and make purchasing decisions 

 What’s being done about it: What protection measures are in place or being considered at the 

state and federal level 

Come join the conversation. This is an opportunity to discuss how to ban or discourage the use of building 

materials that contain flame retardants, nano-materials, formaldehyde and other chemicals of high concern. 

 

 

http://maps.google.com/maps?dirflg=b&saddr=Current+Location&daddr=1315+NE+Campus+Pkwy,+Seattle,+WA+98105
http://metro.kingcounty.gov/tops/bike/
http://metro.kingcounty.gov/tops/bike/
http://tripplanner.kingcounty.gov/
mailto:Sam.Haapaniemi@kingcounty.gov


First Session: How to Select and Specify Healthy Building Products  

In the first session of this series, Alicia Culver, Executive Director of the Responsible Purchasing Network, will 

describe the types of chemicals of high concern that are frequently found in building materials, including 

flame retardants, fluorinated stain resistant compounds, coal fly ash, nanoparticles, mercury and 

formaldehyde. She will explain how these toxic chemicals can contribute to human health problems such as 

cancer, asthma, and hormone disruption. This session will also highlight third-party product certifications 

and other tools that can be used to ensure that highly toxic chemicals are not in (or emitted from) furniture, 

carpeting, paint and other building materials. Workshop participants will walk through the process of 

creating specifications for several low-toxicity building products. 

 

Trainer 
Alicia Culver is the Executive Director of the Responsible Purchasing Network, an 

international network dedicated to advancing sustainable procurement policies and 

practices among government agencies, schools, and businesses. RPN uses “the power 

of the purse” to promote resource conservation, toxics reduction, and green job 

creation, and to help its members meet their sustainability goals. 

 

Alicia has worked in the green purchasing field for two decades. She got her start in 1994 promoting 

environmentally preferable purchasing by the federal government. She later served as deputy director of the 

New Jersey Office of Sustainability and, in 2004, founded the Green Purchasing Institute.  

RPN has helped the procurement and environmental program staff in hundreds of jurisdictions to purchase a 

wide-range of products that are designed to protect public health and the environment, including certified 

low-toxicity cleaners and paints, high-efficiency lighting and computer equipment, recycled office supplies, 

compostable food service ware, and more. Many of these initiatives have also saved money. 

Alicia has co-authored many leading-edge publications in the sustainable procurement field including Public 

Procurement of Energy Efficient Products: Lessons Learned from Around the World (World Bank 2012), Green 

Purchasing Opportunities and Best Practices (NASPO, 2013), and Safer Products and Practices for Disinfecting 

and Sanitizing Surfaces (San Francisco Department of the Environment, 2014). 

For more information about RPN, go to www.responsiblepurchasing.org. 

 

Who Should Attend: 

 Specifiers developing contracts for capital projects or reviewing the specifications developed by 

another party 

 Engineers/Architects and Project Managers involved in capital construction and renovation projects 

 Purchasing Agents soliciting bids for construction materials or services 

 Sustainability Program Staff providing technical assistance to public agencies and businesses that 

are interested in utilizing safer building materials 

 Sustainability Program Staff involved in promoting equity and social justice  

 Code Developers involved in writing and enforcing building codes  

 Policy makers and nonprofit organizations involved in creating, managing or advocating “green” 

building code incentive programs 

https://www.esmap.org/node/2052
https://www.esmap.org/node/2052
http://www.responsiblepurchasing.org/purchasing_guides/general_green/naspo_rpn_general_green_purchasing_guide.pdf
http://www.responsiblepurchasing.org/purchasing_guides/general_green/naspo_rpn_general_green_purchasing_guide.pdf
http://www.sfapproved.org/just-released-comprehensive-report-safer-disinfectant-products
http://www.sfapproved.org/just-released-comprehensive-report-safer-disinfectant-products
http://www.responsiblepurchasing.org/


Details 

Date/Time: Friday, May 29th, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

Location/Address: King County Conference Center, 201 S. Jackson St., 8th floor 

Directions: 

 By Bike: Find your most convenient route here. Too wet to ride the whole way? Check out Metro’s 

instructions on loading your bike on the bus.  

 By Bus: Routes 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 10, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 24, 25, 26, 28, 29, 33, 36, 37, 40, 41, 43, 49, 66, 

70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 76, 77, 99, 101, 102, 106, 111, 114, 116, 118, 119, 121, 122, 123, 124, 143, 150, 

157, 158, 159, 177, 178, 179, 190, 192, 212, 214, 216, 217, 218, 219, 252, 255, 257, 268, 301, 308, 

311, 312, 316, 510, 522, 550, 577 and the Link Light Rail. See Metro’s Trip Planner to map out your 

transit options. 

 By Car, I-90: Follow I90 Westbound to road end, turn left onto 4th Ave S, turn left onto S. Jackson St. 

By Car, Southbound on I-5: Take I5 South to exit 165A, take a right on James St, left on 2nd Ave, right 

on S. Jackson St. 

By Car, Northbound on I-5: Take exit 164A to Dearborn St, turn left on Dearborn, right on 4th Ave S, 

turn left onto S. Jackson St. 

 

June 4th – Mike Lydon and Tactical Urbanism Roundtable 
Please RSVP to Sam.Haapaniemi@kingcounty.gov 

 

Lengthy permitting processes, bureaucratic red tape, declining public investment, and stretched municipal 

budgets – these are the issues that have helped spark the tactical urbanism movement which turns ordinary 

citizens into DIY urban planners. Low-cost, short-term interventions – pop-up parks in parking spaces or 

abandoned lots, pavement removal to create community green spaces, and installation of potted plants to 

slow traffic and make residential streets safer – are happening in cities all over the world. We are rethinking 

how public spaces can be used to transform communities into more healthy, livable places. This “try it and 

see” approach can inform broader planning efforts and help cities make quicker, incremental improvements 

to the urban landscape with community input. Leveraging these localized efforts can also help build a 

cleaner, stronger economy that encourages density and sustainable development, not only reducing our 

carbon emissions but sparing valuable land from the pressures of sprawl.  

 

Join Island Press Author Mike Lydon to discuss tactical urbanism as a strategy to build social capital, provide 

community-driven solutions to urban challenges, and help local governments be more attuned and 

responsive to the needs of their citizens.   

 

Speaker 
 Mike Lydon, Principal of The Street Plans Collaborative and co-author or Tactical Urbanism: Short-

Term Action for Long-Term Change 

 

 

http://maps.google.com/maps?dirflg=b&saddr=Current+Location&daddr=201+s+jackson+seattle+WA
http://metro.kingcounty.gov/tops/bike/
http://metro.kingcounty.gov/tops/bike/
http://tripplanner.kingcounty.gov/
mailto:Sam.Haapaniemi@kingcounty.gov


Details 

Date/Time: Thursday, June 4th, 12:00 PM – 1:30 PM 

Location/Address: Community Hall at the Wing Luke Museum, 719 S King Street, Seattle, WA 98104 

Brown Bag: As a lunchtime event, you are welcome to bring lunch to enjoy during the Roundtable.  

Directions: 

       By Bike: Find your most convenient route here. Too wet to ride the whole way? Check out Metro’s 

instructions on loading your bike on the bus.  

 By Bus: Routes 7, 14, 36, and 99 Waterfront Streetcar Line, any bus that stops at the Chinatown-

International District Bus Tunnel Station, as well as Link Light Rail. See Metro’s Trip Planner to map 

out your transit options. 

 By Car:   

Southbound on I-5:  

Take exit 165A toward James St./Madison St./Dearborn St 

Turn left onto S. Dearborn St 

Turn right onto 7th Ave. S 

Turn right at King St. – Destination will be on the right  

 

Northbound on I-5:  

Take exit 164A toward James St./Madison St./Dearborn St.  

Turn left at S. Dearborn St.  

Turn right onto 7th Ave. S 

Turn right at King St. – Destination will be on the right  

  

 
 

 

  

Subscribe | Unsubscribe  

 

King County | Solid Waste Division | News | Services | Comments | Search  

Links to external sites do not constitute endorsements by King County. 

By visiting this and other King County Web pages, 

you expressly agree to be bound by terms and conditions of the site. 

The details. 

 

http://maps.google.com/maps?dirflg=b&saddr=Current+Location&daddr=719+s+king+street+seattle+WA
http://metro.kingcounty.gov/tops/bike/
http://metro.kingcounty.gov/tops/bike/
http://tripplanner.kingcounty.gov/
mailto:nori.catabay@kingcounty.gov&subject=GreenTools%20eForum&body=Please%20sign%20me%20up%20for%20the%20GreenTools%20eForum.%20Below%20is%20my%20information:%0D%0A%0D%0AName:%0D%0A%0D%0AAgency/Business%20Name:%0D%0A%0D%0AE-mail%20address:
mailto:nori.catabay@kingcounty.gov&subject=Unsubscribe%20from%20the%20GreenTools%20Conference%20mailing%20list&body=Please%20remove%20me%20from%20the%20GreenTools%20Conference%20mailing%20list%20distribution%20list.%20Below%20is%20my%20information:%0D%0A%0D%0AName:%0D%0A%0D%0AAgency/Business%20Name:%0D%0A%0D%0AE-mail%20address:
http://www.kingcounty.gov/
http://your.kingcounty.gov/solidwaste/
http://your.kingcounty.gov/news.htm
http://your.kingcounty.gov/services.htm
http://info.kingcounty.gov/about/contact/default.aspx
http://your.kingcounty.gov/search/
http://www.kingcounty.gov/About/termsOfUse.aspx

