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Solid Waste Interjurisdictional Staff Work Group Meeting  
Summary 

April 20, 2005 
King Street Center 

 
Meeting Attendees: 
 

City  Staff: County Staff: 
Sharon Hlavka – City of Auburn Peggy Dorothy – Council Staff 
Rob Van Orsow – City of Federal Way Mike Huddleston – Council Staff 
Elaine Borjeson – City of Kirkland Beth Mountsier – Council Staff 
Nina Rivkin – City of Redmond Brad Bell – SWD 
Linda Knight – City of Renton Kevin Kiernan - SWD 
Desmond Machuca – City of SeaTac Bert Tarrant - SWD 
Frank Iriarte – City of Tukwila Diane Yates - SWD  
Valarie Jarvi – City of Woodinville Gemma Alexander - SWD 
  

 
 
I.  Introductions  
Members introduced themselves.    
 
 
II. SWD Updates  

• On April 6, the Solid Waste Division (SWD) updated the Regional Policy 
Committee (RPC) on the status of the Analysis of System Needs and Capacity 
report.  The Division will present the report at the May 4 RPC meeting. 

• First NE transfer station is on schedule for reconstruction.  The project went to 
bid on April 19. 

• The Analysis of System Needs and Capacity report has been transmitted with a 
motion to approve the report and set the due date for report three, Analysis of 
Options for Public and Private Ownership and Operation of Transfer and 
Intermodal Facilities.  A separate ordinance is required to change the Waste 
Export System Plan and other deliverable due dates. 

 
 

III. Independent Review 
The group discussed requirements in Ordinance 14710 and 14971 for an independent 
third party review of the purchase of the Fisher Flour Mill site as well as of the Waste 
Export System Plan.  ITSG will ask the Metropolitan Solid Waste Management Advisory 
Committee (MSWMAC) to include a council staff presentation on the third party review 
at its June meeting.  Council staff agreed to bring an initial scope of work and timeline 
for the review to ITSG’s May meeting. 
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IV.   Analysis of Options for Public & Private Ownership and Operation of Transfer 
and Intermodal Facilities 
The division has met with Waste Management, Rabanco, and Waste Connections to 
identify options for public and private ownership and operation of transfer and intermodal 
facilities for the third report.  While the first two reports focused on the functioning of 
individual stations, the remaining reports will focus on the system as a whole.  The third 
report, Analysis of Options for Public and Private Ownership and Operation of Transfer 
and Intermodal Facilities, addresses methods to fill the needs identified in the Analysis of 
System Needs and Capacity report.  It will identify options and their characteristics, but it 
will not include cost analysis.  Because a large part of the analysis is deferred to the 
fourth report, more time has been allotted for preparation of report four, Preliminary 
Transfer and Waste Export Facility Recommendations. 
 
The group discussed characteristic differences between public and private options.  
Transparency and mitigation measures were identified as major differentiating 
characteristics.  ITSG agreed it is important to make sure that the same mitigation and 
other requirements are applied to both the public and private sector in order to make a fair 
and accurate comparison of cost and efficiency. The group agreed the report must 
identify and discuss characteristics such as rates, capital investments, siting and 
mitigation measures in ways that level the playing field and allow fair and accurate 
comparisons.  Policy choices will drive the decision-making process.                                                                
 
In order to more fully understand the current system and the differences between public 
and private facilities, ITSG asked to see the level of service criteria applied to existing 
privately operated transfer facilities in report four, to the extent that data is available. 
  
 
VI. Next Steps 

• Identification of Characteristics for Public/Private Analysis 
The Division will provide a list of characteristics identified so far to ITSG members 
for review.  ITSG will meet at King Street Center from 10-12 on Wednesday April 27 
to discuss the characteristics.  


