KIDS' COURT
SAMPLE MATERIALS
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Sample Contents of Parent’s Packet

O King County Kids' Court Agenda
0O King County Kids’ Court Fact Sheet
O List of Support and Counseling Resources in the Community

O Handout that addresses how parents can support and respond
to their sexually abused child

O Handout on what to bring to court (e.g., snacks, toys, favorite
doll or animal, books, Kids' Court packet, etc.)

O Vocabulary list of court terminology
O Blank stationery (for writing affirmation note to child)
O King County Kids’ Court Evaluation Form

O A variety of pamphlets produced locally:

B The Victim of Sexual Assault and the Law. Harborview Sexual
Assault Center, 325 Ninth Avenue, ZAO7, Seattle, WA 98104

® Especially for Parents. King County Sexual Assault Resource
Center, P.O. Box 300, Renton, WA 98057

® He Told Me Not To Tell. King County Sexual Assault Resource
Center, P.O. Box 300, Renton, WA 98057

® Child Victims’ And Child Witnesses’ Bill of Rights

Sample Contents of Child’s Packet

0O Zip-lock bag with:

8 Colored markers

®m Gavel-shaped pencil (Source: novelty stores)
B Pad of paper
.

Worry Dolls (Source: import stores- dolls from Guatemala)
“According to legend, Guatemalan children tell one worry
to each doll when they go to bed at night, and place the
dolls under their pillow. The dolls take care of your worries
when you sleep.”

DO Book Do You Know You Are Very Brave? (See copy enclosed in manual)

DO Relaxation audiotape Relaxation Training for Children (See Appendix:
script reprinted with permission from Arlene S. Koeppen, Elementary
School Guidance and Counseling, October, 1974)




January 8, 2010

Dear Parent/Guardian:

The Special Assault Unit is very pleased to offer you a program called King
County Kids’ Court. This program is designed to help children and preteens who
are scheduled to testify in a court of law and their families deal with the fears and
feelings about going to court.

We are aware that you and your child(ren) are involved in a misdemeanant or
felony prosecution and a trial date may already be set. When your child(ren) enters
the courtroom to testify in this criminal proceeding, s/he will enter an adult setting
that is intimidating and often overwhelming. The goal of Kids’ Court is to lessen
this anxiety about going to court.

King County Kids* Court consists of two components: One is for your child and
the other is for you, the parent or guardian. All participants will be familiarized
with the people in the courtroom and the legal language used in court. In the
children’s session, art, music, role play and other activities will engage the children
in discussions about testifying in court. Relaxation techniques especially geared to
children will be introduced to help your child deal with stress. In the session for
parents and guardians, you will have an opportunity to share with others in similar
situations your feelings about what is happening to your child and learn how to
better prepare him/her for court.

King County Kids” Court will take place at the Regional Justice Center. 401 Fourth
Avenue North, Kent, WA on Saturday, January 23, 2010 from 9:45 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. Signs will be posted near the elevators designating the courtroom assignment.
A complimentary lunch and snack will be served and free parking is available in
the garage next to the Regional Justice Center (see enclosed map). Please let us
know if your child is allergic to any foods or if he or she has any special needs we
should address at Kids’ Court.

King County Kids” Court has been developed and implemented by concerned
professionals in the fields of education, social work and criminal justice. We are
hopeful that you will be able to participate in this outstanding program.

To register, please contact Donna Belin at 206-386-KIDS (206-386-5437) by
January 19, 2010 (even if you have already discussed participation with your
advocate). If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call. We look
forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Donna S. Belin, MEd
Executive Director
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