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ORDINANCE NO, - GUZ63

’) An ordinance relating to County Planning, prescribing the
ymeans of carrying out the provisions of the King County Charter
with pariicular reference to Article 920.20.70.

~:JBE IT ORDAINED BY THE KING COUNTY COUNCIL:

L

o ]“;JREZ\ MBLE

J'I‘m experience gained by King County in Planning and Zoning
now spans a period in excess of thirty years. During this time many
aspects of urban living have been completely changed by technological
advances. | King County now faces the challenge of providing %che best
living envircnment thét can be achieved in a highly mechan.ized and
complex society. To meet this chal].e-nge, the pr'oceswses ;and proce-
Aures of planning and zoning must be adopted to fit the need.

As hereiofore conceived and applied, planning and zoning has
been regarded and treated as a legislative process made up of a series
of political or policy type decisions ultimately regulating the public
and private use of property. This approach has resulted, in some

[

Y]

ses, in subjecting the use of property to political pressures which
have: not always achieved the best result.

The objective sought to be achieved in this ordinance is a preper

balance between the needs of the public in guiding development of land

in such & manner as will best prbmote and carry out the objectives of
the comprehensive plan, and thus further promote the general welfare,
while at the same time recognizing the rights of the private property
owner 1a achieve the highest and best use of his property which :s cor-
sigtent with the needs of the public in promoting the general welfar:.

To achieve thése ends, the County recognizes that the develop-
mernt of those ll.ong—range goals, policies, objectiveé and criteria which
make up fthe comprehensive plan, and which create new law, are puIreELy
legislative in nature.

The County also recognizes that application of these goals,
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policies, objectives and criteria to the land on an'ir_e_a_zg_l_i_r_l_g?sbasis is
also largelyllegislative in nature and should, therefore, be. applied to
the land after a legislative hearing.

However, individual applications for zone change - herein defined
as rec'lelssific‘atic-)n of property - do not alter the zon.ing text or goals,
policies, objecti\)es or criteria which make up the eomprehensive plan.
After the comprehensive plan and the text portion of the zoning ordin-

ance have been adopted and the area zoning enacted pursuant thereto

such reclaesificatiohs are concerned only with epplication of the estab-
lished policies and are therefore not considered as legislative in nature
but rather as administrative or quasi?judicial.

Trlerefore, in order to maximize and achieve the fair applica-
tion of the comprehensive plan to the grcund in the "reclassi_ficatien"
of properties, or in order to insure that the goals, policies, objectives
and criteria of the comprehensive plan are carried out and applied in
a fair and equitable manner, isolated as nearly as possible from poli-
tical pressures, it is necessary that the ''reclassification'' of property
be removed, as much as practicable, from the legislative arena.

To achieve this objective, King County shall hereafter separate,
in a procedural way only, the development, creation and enactment of
the comprehensive plan, the zoning text, and the "area zoning" from
the reclassification of properties.

Accordingly, the enactment of the comprehensive plan and zoning
ordiance text and the ''area zoning'' of properties shall be by the County
Council after development and recommendation by the Department of
Planning .as herein set forth. The enactment of "reclassification' of
properties shall be by the County Council after a quasi-judicial public
hearing conducted by the Zoning and Subdivision Examiner as herein-

after 'set forth.
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ARTICLE 1. DEFINITIONS.

SECTION 1. '"Adjustor" means the Zoning Adjustor as estab-

lished by Article 6 herein.

SECTION 2. "Approval by motion' is a means by which the

Council, through other than by ordinance, approves an action of the

Examiner.

'SECTION 3. "Area Zoning" as used in this ordinance is syn-

onymous with the terms of ''rezoning or original zoning' as used in the

King County Charter and means:
The procedures initiated by King County which result in the
adoption or amendment of zoning maps on an area-wide basvis.
This type of zoning is characterized by being comprehensive
in nature, deals with natural horﬁoge'neous communities, dis-
tinctive geographic areas and other types of district having
unified interests within _the» County. Area zoning, unlike a

reclassification, usually involves many separate properties

under various ownerships and utilizes several of the zoning
classifications available to express the County's current land
use policy in zoning map form.

SECTION 4. '"Council' means the King County Council.

SECTION 5. ''Certification' means the affixing on any map or

any portion of a comprehensive plan or official control, a record of
the date of action thereon, together with the signatures of the officer
or officers authorized by ordinance to so sign.

SECTION 6. '"Commission'" means the eighteen member

Environmental Development Commission of King County as created
herein.

SECTION 7. "Comprehensive Plan'' means the principles,

goals, objectives, policies and criteria approved by the Council,
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(2) as a beginning step in planning for the development of thez‘;County;
(b) as.the means for coordinating County programs and services; (c)

aé a source of reference to aid in developing, correlating, and coor-
dinating official regulations and controls; and (d) as a means for pro-
moting the genéral welfare. Such plan shall conéist of the elements set
forth in Article 2, section 2 and may also include the optional elements
set forth in Article 2, section 4 hereof which shall serve as a policy
guide for the 'Subsequeht public and private development and official con-
trols so als to present all proposed developments in a balance(.j and orderly
relationship to existing physical features and governfnental functions.

SECTION 8. '"Conditional Use' means a use listed among these

classified in any given zone but permitted to locate only after review
by the Zoning Adjustor and the granting of a conditional use permit

imposing such design and performance standards as will make the use

compatible with other permitted uses in the séme vicinity and zone and

assure against imposing excessive demands upon public utilities.

SECTION 9. "Department' means the Department of Planning

as organized and functioning as provided in the King County Charter.

SECTION 10. '"Element' means one of the various categories.

of subjects, each of which constitutes a component part of the comprehen-

sive plan.

SECTION 11. ''Examiner'" means the Zoning and Subdivision
Examiner as established by Article 5 herein.

SECTION 12. '"Ex officio member' means a non-voting member

of the Commission who serves by virtue of his official position speci-
fied in the ordinance creating the Commission.

SECTION 13. "Official Controls'' means legislatively-defined

and enacted policies, standards, detailed maps and other criteria, al..

of which control the physical development of a county or any part

thereof or any detail thereof, and are the means of translating inte
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regulations and ordinances all or any part of the general objeétives of
the cemprehensive plan. Official controls may include:
1) Maps showing boundaries of zones within each of which sep-

arate controls over the type and degree of permissible land uses are

defined;

2) Maps for existing or proposed streets showing the al.ignment_,
gradients, dimensions and other pertinent features, and including con-
trols wiih reference to protecting such defined future/rights of way
ag.ainst enc-.‘roac:hrnent by buildings, other physical.struc:tures or facilities.

3) Maps for otherl public facilities, such as parks, civic centers,
public buildings, waste .disposal sites, etc., showing location, size.
boundaries and other related features, including appropriate regulaticrs
protecting such future sites against encroachment by buildings and
other physical structures or facilities;

4) Regulations and controls pertaining to other subjects incor-
porated in the comprehensive plan or establishing standards and
procedures to be employéd in land development including, but not
limited to, subdividing of land and the approval of land plais and the
preservation of streets and lands for other public purposes requiring
futt;re dédicatioﬁ or acqqisition and general design of physical impro-
vemenis.

- SECTION 14. "Ordinance' means a legislative enactment by

the Ccuncil.

SECTION 15. '"Reclassification' means a change in the zoring
classification by procedures initiated by an individual or = grcup of

individuals who, during the intervals between Area Zoring map adrpiirs,

wish to petition for a change in the zoning classification which currenilv
applizs to their individual properties.

SECTION 16. "Short Subdivision' is the division of land ir‘c

four or less lets, tracts, parcels, sites or divisicns for the purpcse
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of sale, lease or transfer. '

SECTION 17. '"Subdivision' is the division of land into five or

more lots, tracts, parcels, sites or divisions for the purpcse of sale,

lease or transfer and shall include all resubdivision of land.

SECTIOﬁ 18. "Variance'. A variance is the means by wkhich
an ad‘justmen't. is made in the application of the regulations ofva zoning
ordinance tc a particular piece of property, in a situation where the
properiy, because of special circumstances found to exist on the land,
is d.eprived, as a result of the imposition of the zoning regulations, of
privi].eges commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same vicinity
and zore. The adjustment in the application of the regulations shall
remedy the disparity in privilege. It shall not be used to convey
speczié]. privileges not enjoyed by other properties in the same vicinity
and zone.

)

ARTICLE 2. COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

SECTION 1. . Existing Comprehensive Plan Readopted:

Under the provisions of Article 990, King County Charter, the Com-
prehensive Plan as adopted and certified October 12, 1964, by 'the
King County Board of Commissioners is hereby readopted and declared
io be the Comprehensive Plan for King County until amended, repealed
or superseded. In no case shall the Comprehensive Plan, whether In
its c—;nti.f’e?:y, or area by area, or subject by subject, be considered fo
te a regulatory ordinance. ‘It shall serve only as a guide and state-
ment of policy.

SECTION 2. Elements of the Comprehensive Plan:

The Comprehensive Plan shall consist of a map and descripiive iexs
covering goals, principles, objectives, policies and criteria, ircluding

each of the following elements:
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1) A_ land use element Which designa’r;es'the proposed{i“’general. '
locstion and exteh’; of the uses of land for agriculture, h'ousiﬁg) com-
merce, industry, recreation, education, public buildings and land, and
other calegories of public and private use of land, including a siatemers:
of the sf;andard-s of population density ‘and bﬁilding intensity reccmmenderd
for the various areas in the jurisdiction and estimates of future populalicn
growth in the area covered by the Comprehensive Plan.

2) A circulation element consisting of the general location,
alignmen’ and extent of major thoroughfares, major transportaiion
routes, trunk u‘tili_f;y lines, and major terminal facilities, all of which
shall be correlated with the land use elements of the Comprehensive Plan.

3) Supporting maps, diagrams, charts, descriptive material
ard reports necessary to explain and supplement the above elements.

SECTION 3. Amplification of Elements: The Comprehersive

‘Plan may thereafter be progressively amplified and augmented in scop=

by expanding and increasing the general provisions and proposals for
all or any one of the elements set forth herein and by adding provisions
ard prop@éals for the optional elements set forth in section 4 cf this
Article. The Comprehensive Plan may also be amplified and augmenied
in scope by progressively including more completely planned areas '
censisting of natural homogeneous communities, distinctive geographic
areas, or cother types of districts having unified intere.s‘ts within the
total area of tﬁe County.

SECTION 4. Optional Elements: A Comprehensive Plan meay

include:

3} a censervation element for the ccnservation, develcpmer
and uiilizaticn of n.a;‘;urél resources, including water and its hydraulic
force, foresis, watersheds, soils, rivers and other waiers. harbnrs,
fisheries, wild ]..i.fé, minerals and other natural resources.

b} a recreation element showing a comprehensive sysfiem ¢f
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areas .and public sites for recréation, natural feservations, i%.:]'parks,
parkways, beaches, playgrounds and other recreational areaé, including
their locations and proposed development.

c) a transportation element showing a compfehensive system
of transportation, mcluding general locations of rights-of-way, terminals,
viaducts, and grade separations. This element of the plan may also
include port, harbor, aviation and related facilities.

d) a transit element as a special phase of transportation, show -
ing proposed systems of transit lines, including rapid transit in any
form, and related facilitiesu

e) a public services and facilities element showing general
plans for sewerage. solid waste disposal, drainage and local utilities,
and rights-of-way, easements and facilities for such services.

f) a public buildings elerhent, showing general locations, design
and arrangements of civic and community centers, and showing locations
of public schools, libraries, police and fire stations and all other public
buildings.

_g) a housing element, consisting of surveys and reports upon
housing conditions and needs as a means of establishing housing stand-
ards to be used as a guide in dealings with official controls related to
land subdivision, zoning traffic, and other related matter»s,

h) a renewal and/or redevelopment element comprising surveys,
locations, and reports for the elimination of slums and other blighted
areas and for community renewal and/or redevelopment, including
housing sites, business and. industrial sites, public building sites and
for other purposes authorized by law.

i) a plan for financing a capital improvement program.
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ARTICLE 3. DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING -

The Department of Planning is created under 920 of the King

County Charter as an Executive Department of the Executive Branch,

SECTION 1. Comprehensive Plan: The Department shall,
with the assisténce of the Commission, prepare and- present to the
County Council comprehensive plans and/or amendments thereto as the
needs of the County require for adoption by ordinance.

a) Public Hearing Required. Before adopting any amendment,

extension or addition .to the comprehensive plan, the Council shall hold
at least one public hearing thereon.

b) Notice of Public Hearing: Notice of the time, place and

purpose of any such public hearing shall be given by one publicatim
in a newspaper of general circulation in the County and in the official
gazette, if any, of the County, at least twenty days before the hearing.

c) Filing of Copies. After adoption the Department may file

copies of the comprehensive plan, or any addition or amendment thereto,
with any adjoining jurisdiction for purposes of information to such ad-
joining jurisdiction.

d) Annual Report. The Department of Planning shall render an

annual report on the status of the plan and accomplishments thereunder.

e) Promotion of Public Interest in Plan. The Department shall

endeavor to promote public interest in;- and understanding of, the com-
prehensive plan and its purpose, and of the official controls related
thereto.

SECTION 2. The Department shall advise all agencies of the

County on planning and shall coordinate planning of the County with
other governmental agencies.

a) Cooperation with Agencies. The Department shall, to the

extent it deems necessary, cooperate with officials and agencies, public
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1 utility companies, civic, educational, professional and other organiza- -

2 tions and citizens generally with relation to carrying out the ?purpose

3 of the comprehensive plan.

4 b) R.efe.rral Procedure - Reports. Whenever the Council has

) approved all 01; a part of a comprehensive plan, no street, square,

6 park or other public 'ground or open space shall be acquired by dedi-

7 cation or otherwise, no street shall _be vacated, cloSed or abandoned,

8 and no public building or structure shall be constructed or authorized

9 to be constructed in the area to Whiéh the comprehensive plan applies

10 until ité location, purpose and extent has been submitted to and reported

11 upon by the Department of Planning. The report by the Department
12 shall set forth the manner and the degree to which the proposed project
13 . dees or does not conform to the objectives of the comprehensive plan.

14 If final authority is vested by law in some governmental officer or body

15 other than the Council, such officer or governmental body shall report
16 the project to the Department of Planning and the Department shall render
17 its report to such officer or governmental body. In both cases the

18 report of the Department shall be advisory only. Failure of the Depart-

19 ment to report on such matter so referred to within forty days or such
20 longer time as the Council or other governmental officer or body may
21 indicate, shall bé deemed to be anaroval.

22 _ c) Relating Projec-ts to Comprehensive Plan. After the

23 Ccuncil has approved all or parts of the comprehensive plan, the

24 Department shall use such plan as the basic source of reference and
25 as a guide in reporting upon or recommending any proposed project,
26 public or private, as to its purpose, location, form, alignment and

27 timing. The report of the Department of Planning on any such project

28 shall indicate wherein the proposed project does or does not conform
29 to the purpose of the comprehensive plan and may include proposals
30 which, if effected, would make the project conform. If the Department
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