
CHAPTER 2. ROAD TYPES 81 GEQMETRICS 

2 .O1 Road C l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  

A. County roads are c l a s s i f i e d  f u n c t i o n a l l y  as i nd i ca ted  i n  Sections 2.02, 2.03, and 2.04. Funct ion i s  
t h e  c o n t r o l 1  i n g  element f o r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and s h a l l  govern r igh t -o f -way,  road wid th  and road 
geometrics. Other g iven elements such as access, a r t e r i a l  spacing and average d a i l y  t r a f f i c  count 
(ADT) are t y p i c a l  . 

0. With in  each func t i ona l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  roads are f u r t h e r  character ized as "curb" o r  "shoulder" type. 
A "curb" type road t y p i c a l l y  requ i res  curb and g u t t e r  w i t h  i n l e t s  and underground p ipe  drainage. A 
"shoulder" type road t y p i c a l l y  requ i res  a shoulder and open d i t c h  drainage. 

1. Land developments i n  urban areas, as def ined by the  cu r ren t  King County Comprehensive Plan 
Map, s h a l l  p rov ide  "curb" type road improvements. Exceptions t o  t h i s  may be approved by the  
Reviewing Agency on r e s i d e n t i a l  access s t r e e t s  which are located i n  1 ong-term, low dens i t y  
neighborhoods as designated by adopted community plans and where a p a t t e r n  o f  "shoulder" type 

.. roads i s  f i r m l y  establ ished.  Exceptions f o r  t w o - l o t  urban shor t  p l a t s  are as allowed i n  
Sect ion 1.03. 

2. Land developments i n  r u r a l  areas as def ined by t h e  cu r ren t  King County Comprehensive Plan Map 
s h a l l  p rov ide  "shoulder" typ

e  

road improvements unless otherwi se approved by the  Reviewing 
Agency. Cer ta in  exceptions t o  t h e  "shoulder" type standard may apply w i t h i n  c lus te red  housing 
developments and r u r a l  a c t i v i t y  centers (unincorporated r u r a l  towns such as Vashon o r  Fa1 1 
C i t y )  where urban d e n s i t i e s  and uses may make a "cu rbN ' t ype  road appropr iate.  Wi th in  these 
developments, t h e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  author ized 1 and uses, adopted community plans o r  business 
d i s t r i c t  design guide1 ines  may provide f o r  e i t h e r  a "curb" o r  "shoulder" type road sect ion.  

3. Land developments i n  t r a n s i t i o n a l  areas as def ined by the  cu r ren t  King County Comprehensive 
Plan Map s h a l l  p rov ide  "curb" o r  "shoulder" type road improvements as s p e c i f i e d  by the  
Reviewing Agency. 

4. Guidel ines app l i cab le  t o  Rural Areas s h a l l  apply a lso  t o  Resource Lands. 






























