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CHAPTER 2. ROAD TYPES & GEOMETRICS

Road Classifications

A

County roads are classified functionally as indicated in Sections 2.02, 2.03, and 2.04. Function is
the controlling element for classification and shall govern right-of-way, road width and road
geometrics. Other given elements such as access, arterial spacing and average daily traffic count
(ADT) are typical.

Within each functional classification, roads are further characterized as "curb” or "shoulder" type.
A "curb" type road typically requires curb and gutter with inlets and underground pipe drainage. A
"shoulder" type road typically requires a shoulder and open ditch drainage.

1.

Land developments in urban areas, as defined by the current King County Comprehensive Plan
Map, shall provide "curb” type road improvements. Exceptions to this may be approved by the
Reviewing Agency on residential access streets which are located in long-term, low density
neighborhoods as designated by adopted community plans and where a pattern of "shoulder” type
roads is firmly established. Exceptions for two-lot urban short plats are as allowed in
Section 1.03.

Land developments in rural areas as defined by the current King County Comprehensive Plan Map
shall provide "shoulder” typ road improvements unless otherwise approved by the Reviewing
Agency. Certain exceptions to the "shoulder"” type standard may apply within clustered housing
developments and rural activity centers (unincorporated rural towns such as Vashon or Fall
City) where urban densities and uses may make a "curb" type road appropriate. Within these
developments, the specifically authorized Tand uses, adopted community plans or business
district design guidelines may provide for either a "curb" or "shoulder" type road section.

Land developments in transitional areas as defined by the current King County Comprehensive
Plan Map shall provide "curb™ or "shoulder" type road improvements as specified by the
Reviewing Agency.

Guidelines applicable to Rural Areas shall apply also to Resource Lands.













































