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Project Sponsor: Bellevue 
 
Project Name: Bel-Red Regional Connectivity Corridor: Part 1 
 
Project Location:  120th Avenue NE (NE 12th to NE 15th Streets 
   NE 15th Street (120th to 124th Avenues NE) 
   124th Avenue NE (NE 15th Street to Northup Way 
 
What type of project is it: Corridors Serving Centers 
 
Plan Consistency: 

 Transportation 2040 project number: 4264, 4526, 4527 
 Is the project consistent with the Transportation 2040: Yes 

 
Project Description  
 
This package of projects builds on the NE 4th Street Extension and 120th Avenue NE (NE 4th to 
NE 12th) projects currently being implemented to complete a connection between Downtown 
Bellevue (a regional growth center)/I-405 and SR 520, which serves the Seattle and 
Redmond/Overlake centers. Component specifics include: 
 
120th Avenue NE – Widen roadway to five lanes (including center turn lane); complete bicycle 
facility gaps; and install continuous sidewalk to arterial standards.  
 
NE 15th Street – Construct a new multi-modal corridor consisting of general purpose travel 
lanes in each direction, turn lanes at designated intersections, sidewalks on both sides, and 
bicycle facilities within or adjacent to the corridor with regional trail connections. 
Accommodation for light rail guideways and a light rail station (near 121st Avenue NE) will be 
incorporated. The project will utilize “green” elements, including urban open spaces, tree 
canopy, enhanced landscaping, and natural drainage elements. 
 
124th Avenue NE – Widen roadway to five lanes with arterial standards sidewalks on both sides. 
The project will address the connection of open-space trails along the West Tributary, including 
a grade separated crossing.  
 
Project Outcomes/Benefits 
 
BENEFIT TO CENTERS 
 
 The project, in combination with other improvements, connects Downtown Bellevue/I-405 to 

centers served by SR 520, including Seattle and Redmond/Overlake. Projections for growth 
in the Bellevue Downtown over the next ten years anticipate 28,000 new jobs - many in the 
high tech industry - and 9,000 new residents. 
 



 The project also provides direct access to Bellevue’s emerging Bel-Red area and two planned 
transit-oriented-development nodes. Through recent planning, zoning, and environmental 
actions taken by the city, the Bel-Red Corridor is poised for growth. Over the next 15 years, 
the low-rise light industrial uses are expected to transition to include four million square feet 
of new mid-rise office space and 5,000 new residential units. This growth is not sprawl, but 
rather mixed-use infill with most of the office tenants expected to be high tech companies 
seeking the synergy of being between the technology centers in Downtown Bellevue and 
Overlake. (Bellevue hosts nearly 20 percent of high tech jobs in King County.) 

 
 The project supports a major catalyst development, to be known as the Spring District, which 

will convert nearly 40 acres of a former distribution facility. The planned development will 
support more than 10,000 new jobs and more than 1,000 new residents in a transit-oriented 
node incorporating an East Link light rail station. 

 
SYSTEM CONTINUITY 
 
 The project builds on other street improvements currently being implemented to create a new 

connection from downtown Bellevue to SR 520 that allows drivers to avoid the most 
congested section of I-405 in Bellevue and to avoid the congested NE 8th Street, the principal 
arterial serving Downtown Bellevue. 

 
 The project draws volumes from NE 8th Street and downtown streets serving I-405 on-ramps 

and balances the traffic on the downtown street grid improving travel time and reliability for 
passenger cars, transit, freight, pedestrians, and bicycles. 

 
 All components of the connectivity corridor extend and/or complete gaps in the pedestrian 

and bicycle networks with separated facilities. 
 
LONG TERM BENEFIT/SUSTAINABILITY 
 
 An average of 50 accidents has occurred along 120th Avenue NE in each of the past five 

years, including 1-2 pedestrian or bicycle injury accidents each year. Providing 
complete/separated non-motorized facilities and a center turn lane will significantly reduce 
the corridor accident rate. 

 
 Environmentally sensitive elements are being incorporated into each portion of the project 

corridor, including rain gardens along 120th Avenue NE; urban open spaces, tree canopy, 
enhanced landscaping, and natural drainage elements along NE 15th Street; and a grade 
separated crossing of the West Tributary Trail (facility under development). 

 
MOBILITY AND ACCESSIBILITY 
 
 The new NE 15th Street multi-modal corridor enhances the mobility of pedestrians, bicyclists, 

transit, rail, and vehicles by providing new facilities and breaking down the larger grid 
network of this industrial area.  

 
 While the package of projects supports the long term growth for Downtown Bellevue and the 

Bel-Red Corridor, it also ensures the vitality of the existing freight-based businesses in Bel-
Red. 124th Avenue NE is a T-2 truck route and serves more than 1100 trucks each day. 



Reconstructing 120th and 124th Avenues NE will eliminate degraded pavement (ratings of 9 
and 38) and provide a smoother roadway, which will benefit freight and transit operators in 
both reduced maintenance costs and increased travel speeds. 

 
PROJECT READINESS 
 
The three project phases are being designed in distinct but coordinated processes. 120th Avenue 
NE design is at 60 percent, NE 15th Street design has completed conceptual scoping, and 124th 
Avenue NE design has recently commenced. All NEPA documentation has been submitted for 
the 120th Avenue NE portion of the project. The city has purchased one parcel necessary for the 
NE 15th Street portion of the project. 
 
Project Status & Timeline  
 

Phase 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 End 
Design         
Environmental         
ROW         
Construction        2017 
 
 


