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Members

Deputy Mayor Chris Eggen, City of Shoreline (Co-Chair)

Councilmember John Wright, City of Lake Forest Park (Co-Chair)

Councilmember Kyoko Matsumoto Wright, City of Mountlake Terrace

Mayor Mary Jane Goss, City of Lake Forest Park (Alternate) 

Elizabeth Evans, King County Councilmember Rod Dembowski’s office (Alternate)
Mayor David Baker, City of Kenmore

Councilmember Doris McConnell, City of Shoreline

Councilmember Paul Roberts, Sound Transit

Chris Arkills, King County Executive Office (Alternate)

Brian Doennebrink, Community Transit

Charles Prestrud, WSDOT (Alternate)
Kelly McGourty, PSRC 

I. Public Comment

There was no public comment.  

II. Approval of April 5, 2013 Meeting Summary

The April 5, 2013 meeting summary was approved.

III. Reports

Co-Chair Eggen reported that the Regional Project Evaluation Committee (RPEC) of the Puget Sound Regional Council has recommended a set of projects from the approved contingency list to assist the region in meeting its 2013 obligation delivery targets. WSDOT has indicated that if the region does not meet its targets, the funding will be directed elsewhere in the state.  The RPEC recommendation will be presented to PSRC’s Transportation Policy Board on May 9th, and the Executive Board on May 23rd. 
Co-Chair Wright reported that the Regional Transit Committee (RTC) was briefed on the criteria and process for transit service reductions in the event the legislature does not authorize additional local options. RTC members raised a number of questions, including how the evaluation criteria address park and ride lots that are already at capacity.  

Mayor Baker reminded members about the National League of Cities conference in Seattle in November, and encouraged them to attend.  Councilmember Rasmussen reported that the Association of Washington Cities conference will be in the Tri-Cities at the end of June.  The conference will focus on economic development.  

IV. 2013 Legislative Session        

Ron Posthuma, King County DOT, reported that the regular legislative session has ended, and the special session is scheduled to begin on May 13.  During the regular session, the legislature approved a current law budget for transportation that includes funding previously authorized for continuing work on SR 520, I-405 and the Alaskan Way Viaduct.  The special session will focus on education and new law transportation funding.  Funding for the Columbia River Crossing has been a controversial issue affecting much of the discussion.
Efforts are continuing to focus on obtaining local option authority.  A public hearing on the potential need to reduce Metro Transit service by 17% is being scheduled.  If local option authority is provided, it is likely to require a public vote.

Mayor Baker indicated that his conversations with legislators suggest a softening of opposition, adding that the unified message from King County jurisdictions is having an effect.  Boardmember Roberts agreed, noting that support from the business community has been helpful.  He also reported that there seems to be growing recognition that the state needs to partner with local government to meet transportation needs.  Co-Chair Eggen indicated that some legislators expressed interest in additional reform and efficiency measures at Metro.  He suggested that it may be necessary to highlight the actions already taken to increase Metro’s efficiency.     

Co-Chair Eggen reported that this special session will operate more like the regular session, with regularly scheduled meetings.  Members agreed that it is important to continue to advocate for local transportation funding options throughout the special session.  
V. Growing Transit Communities Northgate Catalyst Project

Ron Posthuma reported on the Northgate Catalyst project of the Growing Transit Communities program.  This project provides a case study at a specific station location as part of the regional planning program seeking to locate more housing & employment closer to transit.  The broad scope of the Growing Transit Communities program was reviewed at the April SeaShore Transportation Forum meeting.  Northgate was chosen by grant application team for its “implementation potential, ” and the intent is that it will serve as an example for development at future station areas. The Northgate area is a designated Regional Growth/Urban, one of the county’s busiest transit centers and the location for a light rail station in 2020.  Planning for this effort has included King County, Seattle departments of planning and transportation, Sound Transit and North Seattle Community College.  
The $500,000 in funding provided through Growing Transit Communities is being used to develop plans for an integrated bus/rail facility, additional multimodal access and redevelopment for a future transit oriented community on parcels currently owned by King County and being used for surface parking.  Objectives include increasing transit ridership, reducing costs through improved access and transit facilities and operations, and promoting livable sustainable communities with affordable housing.  Additional housing near the transit center increases the number of potential transit riders, and improved non-motorized access can be more cost-effective than feeder service.  While the park and ride will provide important access to transit, over time the need for park and ride space at the site is expected to lessen, aided by the provision of more access by other modes, include a cycle track, bike storage, and a future pedestrian bridge over I-5 to connect with North Seattle Community College.  
King County Metro and Sound Transit, along with Seattle, have been working to achieve a close bus-rail connection to facilitate a seamless transition between modes.  This also has the added advantage of freeing up more developable land on the parcels to the east for housing and mixed use development.  This is also consistent with input from Public Health, which has urged location of future housing further from I-5 to reduce impacts from air and noise pollution.  Reconfiguration of the site will also include opportunities for open space and recreation. 
Seattle is currently refining an Urban Design Framework for the area to reflect plans for the transit center site.  Later this year, environmental work on the pedestrian bridge across I-5 will be completed, and King County will move forward with plans to redevelop the eastern parcels.  While not finalized, construction of a garage adjacent to the existing Penney’s garage, is being planned to begin in 2014.  This is intended to replace parking that will be needed for construction of the light rail station.  The garage, which will include parking to be shared by transit users and mall visitors, is to be completed in 2015, before construction of the light rail station begins.  
Councilmember Rasmussen asked if housing on top of the new garage is being considered.  Sound Transit staff agreed to look into this possibility.  Co-Chair Wright expressed support for the way this effort is coming together.  In response to his question about how the Growing Transit Communities advanced this effort, Mr. Posthuma indicated that the funding was critical to conducting the necessary analysis, site design and environmental work.  It would have been difficult to maintain the momentum without this funding.

Co-Chair Eggen asked about the future for this type of project given its reliance on high transit use and the need for a stable funding source to maintain and grow transit service.  Mr. Posthuma acknowledged that, while light rail will provide the trunk service that Metro now provides, it will be difficult to provide feeder service to the light rail station without addition funding for Metro.    
 IV.  Sound Transit 3 Planning      

Karen Waterman, Sound Transit, outlined the process and schedule for Sound Transit 3 planning.  In November, the Sound Transit Board directed staff to begin planning for ST3 with the potential for a vote in 2015.  In February, a three-step approach for the work plan was approved:

Conduct High Capacity Corridor studies identified in ST2 (2013-14)

Update the Long Range Plan (2013-14)

Develop a new Regional HCT System Plan (2015-16)

Ms. Waterman explained that the following HCT corridor studies were identified in the ST2 plan:

· Ballard to Downtown Seattle

· South Corridor Alternatives (Tacoma to Federal Way)

· Lynnwood to Everett
· South King 

· Renton-Tukwila-Seattle-Burien 

· Seattle-West Seattle-Burien

· Central and East

· I-405 BRT

· South Bellevue to Issaquah

· Redmond to Kirkland to University District

· Ballard to University District

· Kirkland-Bellevue-Issaquah and Eastside rail corridor

Work on the Long Range Plan will begin in the fall with environmental documentation and public outreach.  Ms. Waterman reminded the Forum members that additional revenue authority would be needed in order for any ST3 plan to move forward. 

Several members asked about considering SR 522 as an HCT corridor.  Ms. Waterman explained that this is not being considered in the current HCT studies, which were identified in ST2, but future consideration could occur as part of the ST3 planning process.  Co-Chair Eggen agreed that attention should be given to considering this corridor as a future HCT corridor.
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	Scott MacColl, Shoreline
	Doreen Booth, SCA

	Ron Posthuma, KCDOT
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	Sally Marks, KCDOT
	Jack Whisner, King County Metro
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	Patrice Hardy, Sound Transit

	Rachel Smith, Sound Transit
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