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Members

Deputy Mayor Chris Eggen, City of Shoreline (Co-Chair)

Councilmember John Wright, City of Lake Forest Park (Co-Chair)

Councilmember Kyoko Matsumoto Wright, City of Mountlake Terrace

Councilmember Doris McConnell, City of Shoreline

Councilmember Frank Yamamoto, City of Edmonds

Councilmember Jeff Johnson, City of Lake Forest Park
Councilmember Tom Rasmussen, City of Seattle

Brian Doennebrink, Community Transit

Dan Burke, Port of Seattle

Benjamin Brackett, PSRC (Alternate)

Richard Warren, WSDOT (Alternate) 

I. Public Comment

There was no public comment.  
II. Approval of December 7, 2012 Meeting Summary

The December 7, 2012 meeting summary was approved.
III. Reports       

Co-Chair Eggen welcomed new members.  He also reported on the January 10, 2013 Transportation Policy Board (TPB) meeting, where the region’s legislative agenda was discussed.  A number of revisions to the draft legislative agenda were made and approved at the TPB meeting, with final approval scheduled for the Executive Board meeting on January 24.  A discussion of regional transit coordination and funding was postponed until the February Transportation Policy Board meeting.    

IV. I-90 Tolling Study and Environmental Assessment  
John White, WSDOT, Sound Transit, updated members on I-90 tolling studies.  He reminded members that I-90, along with SR 520, is part of the cross-Lake Washington Corridor.  While Eastside transit and HOV improvements and the floating bridge replacement are underway, the western portion of the SR 520 project, approximately $1.4 billion, remains unfunded.  Existing and projected gas tax and other revenues are not sufficient to complete the projects.  Like other major corridor improvements, the state is looking to generate revenues through tolling to complete SR 520.  Because SR 520 and I-90 is considered one corridor, studies are underway to evaluate the potential for tolling I-90 to generate funding for the completion of the SR 520 improvements.  
Mr. White explained that the tolling program on SR 520 – the first time ever an existing bridge has occurred to help pay for construction of a new bridge --  has been successful:

· Meeting or exceeding traffic forecasts – toll traffic is 33% lower than pre-tolled levels, and travel times are five minutes shorter on average during peaks

· Meeting revenue forecasts

· Exceeding forecasts for number of transactions paid via Good to Go! Accounts

· The technology is working, processing 3 million transactions per month

· The transit service and reliability improvements that have been provided have resulted in significant increases in transit ridership

Mr. White also described regional traffic effects since tolling began:
· I-90 traffic has increased, and I-90 travel times are four minutes longer on average during peaks
· SR 522 traffic has also increased by 9%;  travel times have not increased during the morning peak and are about two minutes longer during the afternoon peak

· I-5 traffic has increased approximately 2% in downtown Seattle, and travel times are approximately 2-4 minutes slower in both directions during the peaks

· I-405 traffic has increased approximately 5% in downtown Bellevue, and travel times through Bellevue are approximately 3 minutes slower southbound and two minutes slower northbound during the pm peak

Tolling SR 520 and I-90 have been under review since 2006, when it was a recommended strategy  by an Expert Review Panel, and followed by the 2008 520 Toll Implementation Committee and the 2009 Legislative Work Group.  A planning study of I-90 between Bellevue and North Bend has just been completed, and complements the ongoing study of I-90 tolling.  An environmental assessment of tolling I-90 has just begun, with public scoping ending February 22.  Transportation analysis is expected to be completed in June 2013, and findings from the environmental assessment should be available in early 2014.  

Mr. White reported that at a recent meeting on Mercer Island, Rep. Clibborn indicated that tolling will be necessary for any major corridor project.  Co-Chair Eggen asked for feedback on the likelihood of a transportation revenue package in 2014.  Mr. White responded that there appears to be an intention to introduce ideas on a new revenue package in this session, and that the business community is advocating for this. Councilmember Rasmussen added that there may be a better chance of receiving authorization for local options for transportation.  
Councilmember Johnson noted that the impacts on SR 522 from tolling on SR 520 have been significant, and asked for more consideration of mitigation in that corridor.  Co-Chair Eggen agreed that further review of how to manage the increased traffic on SR 522 is needed. Co-Chair Wright noted that improvements in transit and access to transit should be considered.  He added that there needs to be a nexus between tolling and where tolling revenues are directed. Mr. White responded that WSDOT and the communities along SR 522 have an ongoing dialog about additional improvements that might be undertaken to address impacts.  More information about this will be available from the I-90 study, along with information about the anticipated effects on Sound Transit rail in that corridor.  An advisory group of stakeholders for that study is being formed, and WSDOT will provide information based on the findings.

V. 2013 Legislative Session  
Co-Chair Eggen reviewed the transportation revenue proposal that was developed jointly by the Sound Cities Association (SCA), King County, Seattle and Bellevue last fall.  A copy of a letter outlining this proposal was included with the agenda materials.  Co-Chair Eggen reminded members that the temporary Congestion Reduction Charge that has been providing funding for Metro Transit will expire next year.  If authorized and approved, the revenue proposal would help fill the gap that will occur at that time, so that transit service will not have to be reduced.  Members briefly discussed the SCA/King County/Seattle/Bellevue proposal, but took no specific action.
Councilmember Yamamoto asked about local option tools for Snohomish County.  Councilmember Matsumoto-Wright explained that it is important for Snohomish County to monitor activities in King County because the two are so closely related, especially on issues of light rail and bus rapid transit.  She welcomed Councilmember Yamamoto’s participation.  Co-Chair Eggen added that transportation revenue proposals also are considering authorizing local options for increasing other vehicle fees, which would be available to cities in Snohomish County.  
Co-Chair Eggen also directed members’ attention to the joint letter to legislators from the Eastside Transportation Partnership (ETP), South County Area Transportation Board (SCATBd) and SeaShore Forum identifying priorities for the 2013 session.  Both ETP and SCATBd have already approved the joint letter, and members agreed that the Forum should support it. Councilmember Rasmussen suggested that the letter clarify that a transportation revenue package may also address local nonmotorized improvements, similar to the language added to the PSRC recommendations to the 2013 legislature at the January 10 Transportation Policy Board meeting.  Co-Chair Eggen indicated that since ETP and SCATBd had already approved the letter, it would be time-consuming to make changes.  However, SeaShore could send a complementary letter to clarify this, and to indicate that several Snohomish County cities also support these recommendations. Co-Chair Wright suggested that Seashore forward an amendment to the ETP/SCATBd joint letter specifically addressing the section on tolling and inserting language from SeaShore’s adopted 2011 and 2012 legislative priorities statements:  The use of toll revenues must have a reasonable nexus to the projects and/or improvements they will fund.  Examples of reasonable uses for tolling revenue include:  capital improvements and transit service on the tolled or parallel facilities, and operations/maintenance of the tolled facility.  Members chose not to amend the joint letter, but supported the idea of a supplementary letter from the Forum to clarify this and the other issues identified from the discussion.  
ACTION:  The Forum approved the joint subarea transportation board letter to legislators highlighting transportation priorities for the 2013 session.

ACTION:  The Forum authorized the co-chairs to develop a complementary letter to address nonmotorized improvments, use of toll revenues and support from Snohomish County cities.
Due to time constraints, consideration of the 2013 Seashore work program was postponed until the February meeting.

Other attendees:  

	Scott MacColl, Shoreline
	John White, WSDOT

	Jack Whisner, KC Metro
	Richard Warren, WSDOT

	Sally Marks, KCDOT
	Jeanne Acutanza, PRR


