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SEASHORE TRANSPORTATION FORUM 
Meeting Minutes 

March 2, 2012   
 
Members 
 
Deputy Mayor Chris Eggen, City of Shoreline (Co-Chair) 
Councilmember John Wright, City of Lake Forest Park (Co-Chair) 
Councilmember Doris McConnell, City of Shoreline  
Chris Arkills, King County Executives Office (Alternate) 
Mayor Bernie Talmas, City of Woodinville 
Mayor David Baker, City of Kenmore 
Councilmember Kyoko Matsumoto-Wright, City of Mountlake Terrace 
Goran Sparrman, City of Seattle 
Councilmember Tom Rasmussion, City of Seattle 
Councilmember Joan Bloom, City of Edmonds  
Councilmember Susan Boundy-Sanders, City of Woodinville 
Steve Thomsen, Snohomish County 
Tibor Horvath, Councilmember Ferguson’s Office (Alternate) 
Charles Prestrud, WSDOT (Alternate) 
 
I. Public Comment 

 
There was no public comment.  
 

II. Approval of January 6, 2012 Meeting Summary 
 
The January 6, 2012 meeting summary was approved. 
 

III. Reports     
 
 Co-Chairs 
Co-Chair Eggen reported that ESSB 6582 regarding local transportation options was 
scheduled for a vote by the end of the day.  The bill includes authority for councilmanic 
action to increase the Vehicle License Fee to $40.  In addition counties would get the 
authority to impose a 1,2, or 3% local gas tax, and King County would get authority to 
impose a 1% Motor Vehicle Excise Tax by councilmanic action.  The 1% MVET 
authority would be shared 62.5% to the county and 37.5% to the cities. 
 
Councilmember Rasmussen reported that he had testified in favor of the bill, reminding 
Forum members that the $20 Congestion Relief Charge is a temporary measure, and 
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revenues from that source will end in 2014.  A long term revenue source to replace this 
needs to be in place by 2014, or transit service levels will need to be reduced.  
replacement revenue.  He noted that the proposed legislation has been controversial, 
many cities pressing hard for a larger share of the funds.  He expressed disappointment 
that the widespread support for a stable funding source for transit, developed through the 
work of the Regional Transit Task Force, appears to be wavering.  Co-Chair Eggen added 
that it may be more difficult to get authorization for a new transit revenue source from 
next year’s legislature. 
 
Mayor Baker explained that cities have significant transportation needs, too, and it is 
difficult to justify additional resources for transit in light of local needs for roadway 
maintenance and improvements.   
 
Co-Chair Eggen reminded members to identify their representatives and alternates to the 
Forum for this year, and reminded the core cities to submit payment for the 2012 dues. 
 
David Hull, King County Metro, provided an update on the transit service changes being 
proposed for fall 2012 to reflect the service guidelines and RapidRide D Line service.  He 
reported that a public outreach effort on an initial proposal was conducted in November 
of last year.  The resulting 5,000 comments influenced the development of a revised 
proposal that is currently undergoing public review.  The revised proposal would shift 
about 70,000 hours of service from 33 low performing routes to address crowding, on-
time performance, underserved corridors and high performance routes.  Mr. Hull 
reviewed proposed changes to Route 18 as an example.  The proposed changes would 
create network connections, simplify service, avoid duplication, respond to change and 
match service to demand patterns.  Peak services for many routes are being retained.   
Because the Ride Free Area is scheduled to be eliminated in the fall, Mr. Hull also 
reviewed some changes that are being considered for transit using Third Avenue, in order 
to improve speed and reliability.  Councilmember Rasmussen expressed support for 
continuing to use the adopted guidelines to refine the proposals.  Mr. Hull indicated that 
Metro is relying on the guidelines and also working to ensure integration with Seattle’s 
Transit Master Plan to make improvements in the services that will be most beneficial. 
 
An ordinance to enact the services changes is being prepared and will be considered by 
the Council during April and May.  Because this is an implementation issue, not a policy 
issue, it will be considered by the Council’s Transportation, Economy and Environment 
Committee, not the Regional Transit Committee.  Adoption is expected by the end of 
May so the changes can take effect in the fall.   
 
In response to a question from Co-Chair Eggen, Mr. Hull reported that the RapidRide E 
Line is scheduled to begin service in 2013.  Because of the high ridership on the Route 
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358, Mr. Hull indicated that the E Line may be the most productive of all the RapidRide 
routes.    
  

IV. Regional Project Nominations  
 

Co-Chair Eggen explained that the Forum has been asked to nominate five projects 
for the Puget Sound Regional Council’s regional project competition.  Co-Chair 
Wright indicated that Lake Forest Park had no project to nominate.  Kirk McKinley 
from Shoreline and Jude Willcher from Seattle briefly described the candidate 
projects from their respective cities.  Mr. McKinley reported that cost estimates for 
the Aurora corridor project have increased at 90%, so the grant request will be for $4 
million, not $3.25 as indicated in the materials sent with the agenda last week.  Ms. 
Willcher also noted that some request amounts may be modified based on further 
consideration: 

Recommended SeaShore Project Nominations for the Regional Competition  
Sponsor Title Description Request 

Amt. (in 
millions) 

    
Shoreline Aurora Corridor 

Improvement Project, 
N 192nd St – N 205th 
St 

Construction of the final phase of the Aurora Corridor Improvement 
Project, to include BAT lanes, continuous sidewalks, improved 
stormwater management, undergrounding of overhead utilities, 
continuous lighting and a center median. 

$4.0 

Shoreline 145th Street Corridor 
Study 

Multi-jurisdictional study effort ( WSDOT, Seattle, Sound Transit, 
Metro and Shoreline) to evaluate the future needs and improvements 
for this state highway corridor, serves as the border between 
Shoreline and Seattle and is planned to accommodate a light rail 
station at 145th St and I-5 as part of the North Corridor Transit 
Project.  

$1.2 

Seattle Mercer West  Construction to widen Mercer Street between Dexter Avenue North 
and Fifth Avenue North, extending improvements funded with 
previous PSRC STP awards.  It will replace the existing SR99 
bridge over Mercer and provide a two-way, six-lane street with 
widened sidewalks and a bicycle path. 

$16  

Seattle 23rd Avenue Corridor 
Improvement 
Project* 

Improve pavement condition, transit speed, reliability and 
accessibility, the pedestrian environment, conditions for freight 
movement and traveler information.  23rd Avenue is a major transit 
corridor and freight route and serves as "main street" for several 
neighborhoods.  

$10  

*Note:  After the meeting, Seattle decided not to proceed with the 23rd Avenue project, 
Sponsor Title Description Request 

Amt (in 
millions) 

Seattle  Broadway Streetcar Preliminary engineering and final design of an extension of the $2.0 
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Extension Seattle Streetcar—First Hill Line from the vicinity of Broadway and 
Denny to the vicinity of Broadway and Roy Street in Seattle’s 
Capitol Hill, a regionally-designated urban center.  The streetcar 
extension would add two station stops to the funded, 2.5 mile First 
Hill line, which is anticipated to begin construction in April 2012, 
with completion in early 2014.  The extension would serve the retail 
and residential core of the Capitol Hill neighborhood and would 
enhance access to the regional transit system at the Capitol Hill 
Station of University Link Light Rail, opening mid-2016.   
 

 
Mr. McKinley explained that the northern ½ of the right of way is currently owned by 
King County, and the southern ½ of the right of way is currently owned by Seattle.  State 
law prohibited Shoreline from incorporating to the centerline when the city incorporated. 
Shoreline is working with Seattle and King County to obtain the full right of way, and 
ordinances for action by all three jurisdictions are being developed for ownership transfer 
to occur later this year.  Councilmember Rasmussen offered to help if necessary. 
 
In response to questions, Mr. McKinley explained that the legislature gave WSDOT 
$300,000 last year to evaluate changes needed in the 145th corridor to address existing 
ADA and signal operation issues.  The study proposed for the regional funding would 
focus on future needs.  Mayor Baker expressed interest in helping Shoreline with this 
issue if needed.  Co-Chair Eggen reminded members that 145th is an emergency route in 
the event of an emergency in the SR 520 corridor.  He also expressed concern about any 
ability to widen 145th because of the underlying structure.   Ms. Willcher indicated that 
Seattle is interested in submitting a letter of support for this project. 
 
Regarding the proposed streetcar proposal, several members had questions about the 
operations.  Ms. Willcher explained that the streetcar is owned by Seattle, but operated 
by Metro, and services are integrated with Metro and Sound Transit services.  Costs for 
operating the First Hill streetcar will be provided by Sound Transit for five years.  

ACTION:  The core members of the Forum approved the following 
projects as nominations from SeaShore for the regional project 
competition: 
 Aurora Corridor Improvement Project, N 192nd St – N 205th St 
 145th Street Corridor Study 
 Mercer West  
 23rd Avenue Corridor Improvement Project 
 Broadway Streetcar Extension 
V. 2012 SeaShore Work Program   

   



SeaShore Transportation Forum      
Meeting Summary 
March 2, 2012 
Page 5 
 
 
Co-Chair Eggen referred members to the recommended 2012 SeaShore Work 
Program that had been considered at previous SeaShore Forum meetings.  There was 
no discussion. 

ACTION:  The Forum approved the 2012 SeaShore Work Program 
 

VI. 2012 Legislative Session    
 
Monica Whitman reported that the legislature had exempted ESSB 6582 from 
today’s cutoff vote, but action is expected tomorrow (March 3).  In response to 
questions, Mr. Posthuma explained that the Speaker has considerable influence in the 
Rules Committee regarding when legislation is passed out. 
 
Co-Chair Eggen distributed information about the second round of funding through 
the Equity Grant Program of the Growing Transit Communities Regional Equity 
Network.  The small grants to community organizations are intended to provide 
resources to organize and increase participation of underrepresented communities 
and give voice to community priorities.  Informational meetings are scheduled in 
early March, and details about these meetings were provided in the handout. 
 
Councilmember Rasmussen asked about Sound Transit’s decisions regarding the 
north corridor alignment.  Councilmember Matsumoto-Wright explained that 
Mountlake Terrace favors the I-5 alignment and has rezoned its downtown to 
accommodate much more intense development.  Some new housing has already been 
constructed and more is underway.  The Sound Transit Board has identified the I-5 
alignment as the preliminary preferred alternative, but final decisions about 
alignment and station locations will occur at a later date. 
 
Co-Chair Eggen asked that updates on Sound Transit plans and Growing Transit 
Communities be scheduled for an upcoming Forum meeting. 
 
 
Other attendees:   
Monica Whitman, SCA Kirk McKinley, Shoreline 
Ron Posthuma, KCDOT Sally Marks, KCDOT 
Jude Willcher, Seattle David Hull, King County Metro 
 


