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Project Description
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Project Purpose

Justification: Rainier Ave South Phase 4 is a heavily travelled segment of the corridor (40,000 vehicles per 
day) with vehicles entering/exiting the numerous driveways along the corridor, vehicles making mid-block 
left-turns to access businesses which results in traffic congestion.  Narrow broken sidewalks adjacent to a 
heavily travelled roadway, insufficient pedestrian-scale illumination and substandard accommodation for 
persons with disabilities all contribute to a less than desirable pedestrian environment. 
Goal:  The Rainier Ave South project goal is to improve transit mobility, and pedestrian accessibility and 
safety to encourage a transportation mode shift from SOV to transit and/or walking/biking.  The project 
improvements will also benefit overall traffic flow and safety through access management and traffic signal 
upgrades and coordination, reduce accidents, improve the pedestrian environment and safety and result in 
an aesthetically vibrant transportation corridor.  
The project will improve access and mobility between the Renton Urban Center and connections to 
regional transportation facilities of I-405, SR 167, SR 900 and Tukwila Sounder Station.  
The project also supports the aerospace industry cluster and Renton growth targets, as well as promoting 
economic revitalization and sustained urban land use.
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Category Specific Questions

In the sections below,please provide complete but concise responses, addressing as many bullet points as
possible. The evaluation and scoring of all submitted projects will be based on the answers provided by the
sponsor. Refer to the 2014 Regional Project Evaluation Criteria for PSRC’s FHWA Funds in PSRC's Call for
Projects for guidance, examples, and details on scoring for additional information.
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A3. Circulation Within the Regional Growth Center



B1. Development and Users Benefit

In the sections below,please provide complete but concise responses, addressing as many bullet points as possible. The
evaluation and scoring of all submitted projects will be based on the answers provided by the sponsor. Refer to the 2014
Regional Project Evaluation Criteria for PSRC’s FHWA Funds in PSRC's Call for Projects for guidance, examples, and
details on scoring for additional information.

Manufacturing/Industrial Center



B2. Mobility and Accessibility Benefit
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In the sections below,please provide complete but concise responses, addressing as many bullet points as possible. The
evaluation and scoring of all submitted projects will be based on the answers provided by the sponsor. Refer to the 2014
Regional Project Evaluation Criteria for PSRC’s FHWA Funds in PSRC's Call for Projects for guidance, examples, and details
on scoring for additional information.

• Support Housing and Employment: This project continues the improvement of an
existing major transportation facility (SR 167) to a more efficient multi-
modal transportation corridor that serves existing and future high-density
mixed-use developments along the corridor and within the adjacent Renton Urban
Center. The Renton Urban Center includes two sub-areas: Urban Center–Downtown
(220 acres) and Urban Center–North (310 acres). Renton's Comprehensive Plan
envisions the combined two sub-areas "as the heart of a growing regional city,
providing capacity for new housing to absorb a significant portion of the
City's share of future regional growth." (See page IX-35 attached).
Policies in Renton's Comprehensive Plan encourage transit and pedestrian
friendly new development in the Urban Center-Downtown and the high-density
mixed-use redevelopment in the Urban Center–North (See pages IX-35-41
attached). A significant portion of Urban Center–North is currently being
redeveloped from Industrial use to commercial and residential uses with full
redevelopment of the remaining industrial use envisioned within the next 20
years.
The
The project corridor is identified as a truck route in the Freight Goods
Transportation System, carrying 13.2 million tons of freight annually.
The Rainier Avenue South project will improve mobility, access and safety for
multiple modes, including transit, freight and pedestrian on a segment of one
of the few north-south connections serving both sub-areas of Renton's Urban
Center.
The corridor provides direct access to the Central Sound Aerospace Training
Center, a new, state of the art facility to train workers from the Puget Sound
area to secure jobs in our State’s growing aerospace industry.
The corridor also provides a direct connection to the regional I-405
transportation facility and SR 167 limited access facility south of the
project limits. The project will also improve multi-mode connections via
these facilities to and from other regional centers (Tukwila, Bellevue, Kent,
Burien, SeaTac and Seattle).

• Travel Modes: The segment of Rainier Avenue South addressed by this project
currently serves transit vehicles, freight trucks, other general-purpose
vehicles, and pedestrians. The improvements included in this project will
provide the opportunity for a currently auto-dominated corridor to become a
more transit, pedestrian and bicycle compatible urban transportation corridor.
The BAT lane will provide benefits to transit in the form of improved travel
time and delay reduction.
The project will improve general purpose and freight traffic movement and
safety by separating transit buses, vehicles accessing businesses, and through
access management (landscaped median).
New wider sidewalks separated by buffers from the traveled roadway, the new
ped/bike path (a segment of the Lake Washington Loop Trail), pedestrian ramps
per ADA standards, pedestrian-scale lighting, street furniture, marked
crosswalks, upgraded refuge islands and pedestrian signals at intersections
will provide pedestrians, transit users, and persons with disabilities
increased access and safety along the project corridor.



C1. Benefit to Regional Growth or Manufacturing/Industrial Center 
 
• Support Housing and Employment: This project continues the improvement of an existing 
major transportation facility (SR 167) to a more efficient multi-modal transportation corridor that 
serves existing and future high-density mixed-use developments along the corridor and within 
the adjacent Renton Urban Center.  The Renton Urban Center includes two sub-areas: Urban 
Center–Downtown (220 acres) and Urban Center–North (310 acres).  Renton's Comprehensive 
Plan envisions the combined two sub-areas "as the heart of a growing regional city, providing 
capacity for new housing to absorb a significant portion of the City's share of future regional 
growth." (See page IX-35 attached).  
Policies in Renton's Comprehensive Plan encourage transit and pedestrian friendly new 
development in the Urban Center-Downtown and the high-density mixed-use redevelopment in 
the Urban Center–North (See pages IX-35-41 attached).  A significant portion of Urban Center–
North is currently being redeveloped from Industrial use to commercial and residential uses with 
full redevelopment of the remaining industrial use envisioned within the next 20 years. 
The  
The project corridor is identified as a truck route in the Freight Goods Transportation System, 
carrying 13.2 million tons of freight annually. 
The Rainier Avenue South project will improve mobility, access and safety for multiple modes, 
including transit, freight and pedestrian on a segment of one of the few north-south connections 
serving both sub-areas of Renton's Urban Center. 
The corridor provides direct access to the Central Sound Aerospace Training Center, a new, state 
of the art facility to train workers from the Puget Sound area to secure jobs in our State’s 
growing aerospace industry. 
The corridor also provides a direct connection to the regional I-405 transportation facility and SR 
167 limited access facility south of the project limits.  The project will also improve multi-mode 
connections via these facilities to and from other regional centers (Tukwila, Bellevue, Kent, 
Burien, SeaTac and Seattle). 
 
• Travel Modes: The segment of Rainier Avenue South addressed by this project currently serves 
transit vehicles, freight trucks, other general-purpose vehicles, and pedestrians.  The 
improvements included in this project will provide the opportunity for a currently auto-
dominated corridor to become a more transit, pedestrian and bicycle compatible urban 
transportation corridor.  The BAT lane will provide benefits to transit in the form of improved 
travel time and delay reduction. 
The project will improve general purpose and freight traffic movement and safety by separating 
transit buses, vehicles accessing businesses, and through access management (landscaped 
median).   
New wider sidewalks separated by buffers from the traveled roadway, the new ped/bike path (a 
segment of the Lake Washington Loop Trail), pedestrian ramps per ADA standards, pedestrian-
scale lighting, street furniture, marked crosswalks, upgraded refuge islands and pedestrian 
signals at intersections will provide pedestrians, transit users, and persons with disabilities 
increased access and safety along the project corridor. 
 
• User Groups Supported:  This project will benefit multiple user groups: commuters, area 
residents, employees and commercial/retail customers travelling along the corridor to and from 



the Renton Urban Center and other surrounding centers (Tukwila, Bellevue, Kent, Burien, 
SeaTac and Seattle).  Both King County Metro and Sound Transit provide transit routes along 
the Rainier Avenue corridor.  The riders will benefit through corridor transit mobility and 
pedestrian access improvements. Auto-oriented commuters will also benefit from the traffic flow 
and safety improvements included with this project. 
The project improvements will assist a sizeable minority (56%), low income (15% below poverty 
level) and seniors (11.5%) population with better access to employment centers, shopping and 
recreation. 
Employees in the Renton’s Urban Center will enjoy the new facilities and improved street 
environment for commuting and recreational use. 
 
• Jobs/Businesses Retention or Establishment:  The Renton Urban Center, industrial, 
manufacturing and commercial areas employ over 48,000 people.  The top three industry clusters 
are Aerospace, Logistics and International Trade, and Information Technology.  Aerospace 
dominates the industry with three of Boeing's major business units: Commercial Airplanes, 
Boeing Capital, and the Shared Services Group.  Boeing’s Renton operations account for 30% of 
Renton's workforce.  This project will improve the connectivity and freight mobility between the 
Urban Center-North (Boeing's Renton Plant) and the Kent Industrial/Manufacturing Center, 
supporting jobs in the Aerospace and Logistics and International Trade industries. 
This project is adjacent Renton Airport, which is the 4th most important in WA(economically). 
In 2013, 440 new planes were delivered via Renton’s airport, generating $21.5 billion in revenue. 
For 2014, a 10% increase in production is anticipated. 
This phase of the project also provides direct access to the Central Sound Aerospace Training 
Center, a new, state of the art facility to train workers from the Puget Sound area to secure jobs 
in our State’s growing aerospace industry. 
The Rainier Avenue corridor project improves vehicular, pedestrian and bicyclist access on a 
street network serving the existing workforce and customer base and future business goals of 
Renton's Urban Center. This project improves travel connections between Renton's Urban Center 
and regional transportation facilities (I-405, SR 167, SR 900 and Tukwila Sounder Station) 
which contribute to improved conditions for delivery of freight goods and access for 
employees/workforces throughout the region.  This project will support continued economic 
growth of the Urban Center through roadway, transit service, pedestrian and bicyclist access 
improvements.  The project improvements will enhance transit service between the Renton 
Urban Center and other regional urban centers.  This can improve Renton's ability to draw a 
workforce and customer base from a wider area throughout the region. 
 
 
 
 
 



C2. System Continuity/Long-Term Benefit and Sustainability

• Maximize Corridor Efficiency (TSM):  The efficiency of the corridor will be maximized through intersection 
and signal improvements, such as signal timing optimization and coordination, signage and lighting, motor-
vehicle detection.  
Pedestrian efficiency will be improved by wider sidewalks separated from the driving lanes, and illumination. 
Bicycle travel efficiency and safety will be improved by the installation of a ped/bike path separated from the 
driving lanes and illumination. 
 
• Logical Segment/Missing Link: This is the next phase of the Rainier Ave Corridor project. It is a logical 
continuation of improvements to a major transportation corridor providing connection to/from the Renton 
Regional Center to Seattle, Tukwila, Kent/Auburn, Bellevue regional centers. 
The Rainier Avenue corridor is part of a regional transportation improvement plan to develop existing 
facilities into a more efficient multi-modal transportation system that links centers throughout the region.   
This is the fourth phase of the Rainier Ave corridor improvements and supports Renton and the Region 
policies to encourage: a) non-motorized modes of travel, with wider sidewalks and a segment of a regional 
ped/bike path; b) transit use by providing transit facilities (extension of the southbound Business Access and 
Transit (BAT) lane from S 2nd St to S 3rd St); c) more efficient freight movement and general purpose traffic 
through access management and traffic signal improvements.   
 
• Remove Barriers: The project will improve walkability and access for pedestrians and bicyclists to Regional 
trails (Lake Washington Loop Trail, Cedar River Trail, Lake to Sound Trail), to the Renton Transit Center and 
downtown core, and to Parks and Recreation areas and provide options for choosing active modes of 
transportation.  The mid block HAWK signal will provide a protected crossing between bus zones. 
The Rainier Avenue South project will promote development of strong communities and neighborhoods by 
enhancing pedestrian/bicyclists accessibility and safety.  The project improvements will also benefit general 
traffic,  freight movement and transit by increasing mobility and and traffic flow through the corridor. 
 
• System Performance: The project will improve access to/from the adjacent Renton Regional Center to other 
regional centers. It will continue the upgrade to an essential link in Renton’s transportation network by 
providing urban roadway amenities to implement “Complete Streets” practice with a focus on multi-modal 
transportation. The project improves general purpose and freight traffic flow and pedestrian movement and 
safety along the Rainier Avenue corridor. 
 
• Safety:  
For the past 5 years, there were 300 accidents within the project limits with 1 fatality and 149 people injured 
(5 of them being serious injury). Of the 300 accidents 9 involved pedestrians and bicyclists. 
Safety along this segment of the corridor for-notomorized travel will be addressed by: a) separating 
pedestrians from the travel lane by a landscaped buffer; b) upgrading substandard ADA facilities; c) adding a 
new pedestrian actuated traffic signal; and d) adding a segment of a regional ped/bike path; 
Safety for motorized travel be addressed by: a) upgrading existing traffic signals; b) adding a new new traffic 
signal at Rainier Ave and NW 3rd Pl (where a fatality occurred); and c) access management.
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Please identify the phase(s) for which PSRC funds are being requested, the funding source,the amount, and expected year
of obligation. Confirm the total by pressing the calculate button.
Funding Source

STP
CMAQ

Phase

Obligation Year
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Total Estimated Project Cost and Schedule
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Please describe the secure or reasonably expected funds identified in the supporting documentation.
For funds that are reasonably expected, an explanation of procedural steps with milestone dates for
completion which will be taken to secure the funds for the project or program should also be included.
For more information, refer to PSRC's financial constraint guidance.
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Rainier Avenue South (SR 167) Phase 4 

 

Rainier Avenue South is a vital arterial carrying 40,000 vehicles per day and 
is in need of infrastructure improvements to enhance travel and safety for 

general purpose, transit vehicle, pedestrian and bicyclists. 
 

 

Improvements include: 
� Phase 4 extends the improvements from SR 900 to approximately Central Sound Aerospace Training Center; 

� Extension of a southbound BAT Lane from S 2nd St to S 3rd St; 
� Pedestrian improvements with street scaping; 

� A segment of a regional pedestrian/bike path (Lake Washington Loop Trail); 
� A pedestrian actuated traffic signal; 

� Upgrading the street lighting including pedestrian scale illumination; 
� Transit facility improvements, access management; 

� Reconstruction of the substandard traffic signal at Airport Way; and 
� New traffic signal at NW 3rd Pl. 

  



Project Benefits
�Supports Aerospace Industry Cluster and Renton Growth Targets 
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Rainier Ave – Typical Section 

Project Readiness/Financial Plan

Phase 1 - Railroad Bridge Reconstruction Completed - $10.5M – COMPLETED 
 

Phase 2 - Construction of a stormwater bypass - $2.2M – COMPLETED 
 

Phase 3 - Construction of BAT lanes, medians, sidewalks, landscaping, transit amenities-
$31.8M-COMPLETED 

 
Phase 4 – Rainier Ave from South 3rd Street to Airport Way. Estimated cost: $19.1M 

Design cost: $3.0M 
STP Funding request: $2.6M 

City of Renton: $0.4M 
 

Previous phases supported by FHWA, Sound Transit, TIB, WSDOT, Department of 
Commerce with Millions of Public Funding Invested. 

Anticipate obligation date of design funds: March 2015
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