Section VI - 2009 King Countywide STP/CMAQ Non-Motorized Application

This application is available on the King County Web site at
http://www.kingcounty.gov/transportation/kcdot/PlanningAndPolicy/RegionalTransportationPlanning/2009K CCtywideComp.aspx

**Please read all of the text in this section before completing this application.**

Important notice: The importance of complete and accurate information on every application cannot be
overemphasized. The evaluation and scoring of all submitted projects will be based on the answers provided in
this application. A project’s suitability for funding may be compromised if the application is found to have
omissions or inaccuracies. In addition, sponsors of projects recommended for funding as a result of the
competition should be aware that their application could be used in the future to evaluate the status of a project
if it fails to comply with the requirements of the Puget Sound Regional Council’s (PSRC) Project Tracking
program.

Projects receiving funding as a result of this competition: Funding distributed as a result of the 2009
STP/CMAQ King Countywide Programs is awarded to projects, not to the sponsoring agency itself. Sponsors of
projects that receive funds from this competition will be required to submit a more detailed TIPMOD or
TIPNEW application, which will be due to the PSRC on July 7, 2009. Please note that these sponsors will also
be asked to certify that they will comply with the conditions of the PSRC’s Project Tracking Program, as a
condition of accepting funding. Failing to comply with this condition, and/or with the conditions established in
the PSRC’s Project Tracking Program, may eventually result in the loss and/or transfer of funds to another
Countywide project.

14-page limit: You may use additional pages if necessary; however, please be as brief as possible and limit
your application to a total of fourteen (14) pages, plus map(s) and/or other required supporting documents.

E-mail submissions are preferred: Attach your completed application to an e-mail and send to
peter.heffernan@kingcounty.gov. Please name the file "(Agency): (Project tile)" and in the e-mail subject line
identify which Countywide program the application is being submitted (Small Jurisdiction, Large Jurisdiction,
All Other, Non-motorized). If you are unable to e-mail the application, please mail a copy of the electronic file
on diskette, and fax or mail a corresponding paper copy. Electronic copies of all applications are required, as
they will be posted to the King County Web site. Mailed materials should be sent to: Peter Heffernan, King
County Department of Transportation, M.S. KSC-TR -0814, 201 South Jackson Street, Seattle, WA 98104-3856
and/or faxed to 206-684-2111, Attn: Peter Heffernan. All applications must be submitted by 5pm May 15™,
2009.

Definition of a project: For the purposes of this competition, a project must be clearly defined by geographic
limits and/or functionality. If the project contains multiple components, the sponsor must clearly indicate how
they are logically connected to one another. A project with multiple geographic locations must demonstrate
their functional relationship (for example, signal coordination work in various locations tied together through a
traffic control center). Note: a project may request only one funding source — either STP or CMAQ, but
not both.

1 | Project Title: SR900 Regional Trail
(For roadway project titles: list facility name, limits and any other identifying words; e.g., SR-520 HOV (104" Ave NE to 124" Ave NE)




Sponsoring Agency: City of Issaquah

Also identify any co-sponsor(s):

No co-applicant. However, Sound Transit is a funding partner, FHWA is a funding partner due to
previous Federal grants awarded the project, King County is a partner as this is a major regional trail
and park bond funds are being used, WSDOT is overseeing all design and permitting since the facility is
in the limited access area of and crosses over 1-90. The Secretary of the Washington State Department of
Transportation has written a letter supporting this project as have many other organizations, including
King County, the Cascade Bicycle Club and the Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust.

Project Contact Person: Gary Costa, Transportation Manager
Address: City of Issaquah; P.O. Box 1307; Issaquah, WA 98027

Phone:  425-837-3443
Fax: 425-837-3409
E-Mail: garyc@ci.issaquah.wa.us (cc: lee.haro@comcast.net)

Project description. Please distinguish between the scope of the project and the justification and/or need
for the project.

a. Project scope: Please describe clearly and concisely the individual components of this project.
What will be the specific outcome of this project? What will be built, purchased or provided with
this grant request? For example, if this is part of a larger project, please be specific as to what
portion on which the grant funds will be used.

This project will modify the existing bridge structure over the 1-90 mainline to provide for a 10-foot bike
and pedestrian trail and construct a 12-foot bike and pedestrian trail bridge spanning the 1-90
westbound on-ramp. The project will be on the west side of the existing SR-900 bridge over 1-90 and
extend from the 1-90 Eastbound ramps intersection with SR900 north to the intersection of 12" Ave/NW
Sammamish Road/SE 56™ Street.

The improvements will complete the final northern link of the regionally-designated Lake Sammamish-
Cedar River Trail. Design and all environmental and permitting documents have been underway since
2007 and are scheduled for completion in late August or early September of this year. At a total cost of
$6,102,000 including all phases, the project currently is just $500,000 short of the funding needed to
proceed to construction.

b. Project justification, need or purpose: Please explain the intent, need or purpose of this project.
What is the goal or desired outcome?

This project will complete the final missing link in a regional trail route and will provide a safe and
accessible bike and pedestrian facility connecting the north and south sides of 1-90 in the Central
Issaquah area. The goal and outcome will be to provide increased non-motorized access and circulation
in the Issaquah Central Sub-area, between and among regional trails and the local non-motorized
network and provide an access to the sub-regional transit hub located adjacent to SR900 just south of I-
90. The result will be a sustainable, vibrant and livable center area conducive to and facilitating the
more dense mixed use development called for in both local and regional plans, while also increasing
regional mobility and reducing reliance on single occupant vehicles (SOV’s.)




Project Location: City of Issaquah on SR900 at 1-90
Answer the following questions if applicable:

b. Crossroad/landmark nearest to beginning of project:  Intersection of 1-90 Eastbound Ramps/SR-900
(Identify landmark if no crossroad)

c. Crossroad/landmark nearest to end of project:  12th Avenue NW/NW Sammamish Road/SE 56th Street
(Identify landmark if no crossroad)

Map: Include an 8% x 11" legible vicinity map (if applicable) with completed application form.
If unable to send map electronically, provide separately by fax or mail.

Federal Functional Classification Code (Select only one)

Assistance in determining the functional classification of a project is available by calling
Stephanie Rossi at 206-971-3054..

Rural Functional Classifications Urban Functional Classifications
(“under 5,000 population™) (“over 5,000 population™)

(Outside the federal-aid urbanized and federal-aid urban areas) (Inside the federal-aid urbanized and federal-aid urban areas)
[ ] 00 Exception [ ] 00 Exception
[] 01 Principal Arterial - Interstate [] 11 Principal Arterial — Interstate
[ ] 02 Principal Arterial [ ] 12 Principal Arterial — Expressway
[ ] 06 Minor Arterial X 14 Principal Arterial
[ ] 07 Major Collector [ ] 16 Minor Arterial
[ ] 08 Minor Collector [ ] 17 Collector
[ ] 09 Local Access [ ] 19 Local Access
[ ] 21 Proposed Principal Arterial — Interstate [ ] 31 Proposed Principal Arterial — Interstate
[ ] 22 Proposed Principal Arterial [ 1 32 Proposed Principal Arterial — Expressway
[] 26 Proposed Minor Arterial [] 34 Proposed Principal Arterial
[ ] 27 Proposed Major Collector [ ] 36 Proposed Minor Arterial
[ ] 28 Proposed Minor Collector [ ] 37 Proposed Collector
[ ] 29 Proposed Local Access [ ] 39 Proposed Local Access

NOTE: Federally Funded Projects. A roadway must be approved on the federally classified roadway system before

projects on it may use federal transportation funds (this includes proposed new facilities). Projects which
are on a roadway with a functional classification of 09, 19, 29 or 39 are not eligible to use federal
transportation funds unless they are one of the exceptions listed below. If your project is an exception,
identify its functional class code as ““00".

Examples of Exceptions:

e Any bicycle and/or pedestrian project.

e Projects not on a roadway and using CMAQ or other funds

e Any transit project, including equipment purchase and park-and-ride lot projects.
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PROJECT EVALUATION INFORMATION

IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS: Projects will be evaluated and scored based on the information provided in

Parts 1 and 2 that follow. Refer to “Countywide Non-Motorized Project Evaluation Criteria” included in the
2006 King Countywide Call for Projects for information on how the projects will be evaluated.

e Partl: Choose one of the two project categories that best fits your proposed project and complete
Section A or B

o Part2: Complete all Sections c through F

PROJECT EVALUATION: PART 1

Choose which of the two Centers categories your project falls under:

X Project is located within a Center
> NOTE: Complete Section A, then proceed to Sections C through F in Part 2

[ ] Connecting Corridors
>NOTE: Complete Section B, then proceed to Sections C through F in Part 2

SECTION A: CENTERS

Complete this section if your project is a “Centers” project, then proceed to Part 2.




Please explain how your project addresses the following:

e How will the project help the Center to develop in a manner consistent with adopted policies or comprehensive plans?
Describe how the project will support increased activity in the Center, implement any development plans for the
center, and enhance the Center’s sense of place. Please provide a citation and copy of the appropriate pages(s) from
the plan or policies.

e Describe the impact the project will have on the Center. Will the project remedy an existing or anticipated problem
(e.g., congestion, incomplete sidewalk system, inadequate transit service or facilities, etc.), or benefit a large number
or wide variety of users?

e Will the project provide access to a major destination or significantly improve circulation within the Center? For
projects with a parking component, describe how it will be compatible with a pedestrian-oriented environment.

Many policies and specific Comp Plan references relate to this project; just a few of the more major items include:
page V2T-4, ST-4, Pedestrian Emphasis Districts (PED’s); page V2T-5, LT-2 Bike Friendly Community; Figure 7,
Non-Motorized Corridors; and page V2T-6, which lists specific projects. More important than policies are actual
implementation zoning and regulation actions. Issaquah is nearing completion of a three year effort to guide the
redevelopment of the Central Issaquah area as it evolves from a collection of suburban strip malls to a cohesive
small scale urban town center. Central Issaquah includes 900 acres encompassing all the commercially zoned land
outside of Olde Town/CBD, Issaquah Highlands and Talus. Goals of this plan include urban mixed use, transit and
non-motorized supporting development, and initial planning for accommodating and integrating High Capacity
Transit, which is designated to be implemented to Issaquah as part of Sound Transit 3. The plan calls for a major
influx of a residential component of mixed use to this area to balance the land use and transportation needs, and
also calls for an increased emphasis on pedestrian and transit modes.

Guidelines for this redevelopment are already in place in the adopted Economic Vitality Plan, which has as a major

goal to “revise the City’s zoning and other regulations in order to permit higher densities.” It emphasizes mixed

use development and redevelopment combining commercial, office, retail and residential uses and calls for
targeted higher density “smart growth” with building heights from 3 to 5 stories and residential densities of up to

20 dwelling units per acre. Further, the plan calls for a “high density mixed use region,” in an area directly

accessed by the SR900 Regional Trail project. The project addresses to the Countywide Project Evaluation as

follows:

1- Urban Center Environment — Bike and pedestrian modes within the Center will be dramatically improved as
this project not only connects the north and south sides of 1-90, but also interconnects the regional trail system
while also providing bike and pedestrian circulation within the Center area, where the Comprehensive Plan
calls for increased density mixed use development.

2- Impact on Urban Center — A significant problem exists in that 1-90 creates a major barrier for non-motorized
travel in the Center (also see Safety, below.) As there are major job and commercial sites, housing, and
regional trail facilities on both sides of 1-90, as well as both government offices and a State Park adjacent to
the project on the north side, a wide spectrum of user groups receive direct benefits, including residents,
employees, customers, and recreational users. By providing a safe and convenient facility, bicycling and
pedestrian access and circulation ( walkability) will be significantly improved in the Center, including access
to the Issaquah Transit Center, recently completed by Sound Transit, which serves as a sub-regional transit hub
and will take on even more importance in the future as the designated eastern hub/terminus/anchor of the
regional high capacity transit (HCT) system.

3- Circulation and Safety — The project completes an essential missing gap in the regional non-motorized system
and interconnections among regional trails with destinations in Redmond, Sammamish, Bellevue and Seattle,
and is an important regional connection to the Cross State Trail along the 1-90 between Western and Eastern
Washington. The project also provides circulation and interconnectivity to and among higher density areas of
commercial, employment and other major activities within the Center and access from an even wider area of
housing, including much of the multi-family housing both existing and planned in the greater planning area.
There is no existing safe means at this location to cross 1-90; just one particularly deficient aspect is the 1-90
westbound on-ramp, a multi-lane free-flow (non-signalized) right turn access ramp that is virtually impossible
for a bicyclist or pedestrian to cross and creates a safety hazard of the highest possible magnitude.
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SECTION B: CONNECTING CORRIDORS

Complete this section if your project is a “Connecting Corridors” project, then proceed to Part 2.

Please explain how your project addresses the following:

e Describe how the investment in the corridor improves access or directly benefits a center(s) by
providing a range of travel modes and by serving multiple user groups.

e Describe how the project improves a corridor in logical segments, thereby preventing the creating of
missing links or gaps.

e Describe how the project creates more effective and efficient travel flows along the corridor by filling
missing links or removing barriers.

e Describe how the improvements create long-term sustainable solutions and improve the system as a
whole.




PROJECT EVALUATION: PART 2

SECTION C: PROJECT READINESS
Once Section A or B in Part 1 has been completed, complete all of Part 2, Sections C through F.

Introduction: Two primary tools will be used to obtain information needed to judge a project’s ability to
proceed: responses to the project readiness and financial plan sections below. The primary objective of
the evaluation is to determine if a sponsor has assembled all of the funding needed to complete the
project or phase(s), and when the sponsor will be ready to obligate the requested funding. All questions
must be completely and accurately filled out in order for this information to be properly assessed. The
information will be used to determine:

When the sponsor can complete all prerequisites needed to obligate the project’s requested funding.
When the sponsor plans to obligate requested funding.

The amount and source of secured funding for the project.

The amount and source of reasonably expected but unsecured funding for the project.

If the federal funds will complete the project or a phase of the project.

Note: The standard PSRC definitions will apply for determining when funding is “secured” or “reasonably
expected to be secured.” These definitions can be found at
http://www.psrc.org/projects/tip/selection/2006/CallMaterials/Secured%20funding%20def%202006.pdf

Project Readiness: Please fill out the questions below if your project is requesting funds for a Right of
Way (ROW) and/or Construction (CN) phase. Projects requesting funds for a Preliminary
Engineering phase need not answer question in Section C: Project Readiness.

It is recognizes that the complexity of some projects can trigger a variety of prerequisites that must
be satisfied before STP and CMAQ funding is typically eligible to obligate. These questions are
designed to identify these requirements and assist sponsors to:

« ldentify which requirements apply to their specific project.
« Identify which requirements have already been satisfied at time of application.
« Provide an explanation and realistic completion date for all requirements not yet completed.

Important instructions: For question A below, select one of the three options from the drop down list for all
items that apply at the time of submission of this application. These items are based on the documentation
requirements for obligation of federal funds. For any item where “Item not yet completed” is selected, and for
any additional requirements pertaining to the project, provide details in question B, including the estimated
schedule for completion.

A. Check all items that apply below. Note: if no ROW is required for the project, select “not needed” for
sections b through g.

Not Yet Completed* a. Final FHWA or FTA approval of environmental documents including:
(SEPA has been fully completed and approved. All NEPA documents have been prepared and are just
awaiting final approvals of a Categorical Exclusion.
Not Yet Completed* - BA Concurrence: NMFS, U.S. Fish & Wildlife, WSDOT. To be
completed in the next 3 months.
Not Needed- Section 106 Concurrence.
Not Yet Completed* - FHWAJ/FTA Environmental Classification Summary Checklist
(or EA or EIS) To be completed in the next 3 months.
Not Needed b. True Cost Estimate for Right of Way.
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Not Yet Completed* c. Right of Way Plans (stamped).

Not Needed d. Relocation Plan (if applicable).

Not Yet Completed * e. Right of way certification.

Not Needed f. Certification Audit by WSDOT R/W Analyst.
Not Needed g. Relocation Certification, if applicable.

Not Needed - Certification Audit by WSDOT of Relocation Process, if applicable.
Not Yet Completed* h. Engineer's Estimate — A preliminary engineer’s estimate has been prepared,
but will need to be finalized when final bid documents are fully complete with the final estimated
quantities.
Not Yet Completed* i. All environmental permits obtained such as Army Corps of Engineers Permit,
HPA, etc. — Will be completed in the next 3 months.

B. Additional information: include details on any items above that are not yet completed and provide an
estimated schedule; please provide any additional information as appropriate.

* Documents indicated with a * Not Yet Completed e. Right of way certification, have gone
through initial reviews and are now waiting for City’s final submittal for the Air Space Lease
Agreement. Once the Air Space Lease Agreement is executed, WSDOT will Certify Right of Way.
There are no known outstanding items that have not already been fully resolved through all the
agencies. The final review and approval process is generously estimated at 3 months to get final
signatures on all of these documents. A * has been placed on the h. Engineer’s Estimate because,
although there is an Engineer’s Estimate, the final estimate can only be completed with the Project
Manual when all final bid quantities are complete. The 3-month scenario is only discussed due to the
desire to be given *““advance construction’ so that the project can be put to bid in September of this
year. By January of 2010, which is the earliest the grant funds being awarded through this
Countywide process would normally be available for obligation, this project will have easily
completed all “readiness”requirements.

Section D: Financial Plan

Financial plan: Please fill out Tables A-D below and corresponding questions E-F. The purpose of the
tables and questions is to allow sponsors to fully document their project’s financial plan and schedule.
Tables A, B, and C build upon one another to provide the estimated cost of each phase as well as a
project’s total cost (Table D). The tables require sponsors to list the federal funds being requested
from the Countywide Competition (Table A), as well as ALL other sources of secured (Table B) and
unsecured funds (Table C) needed to complete the project.

Guidelines:

« All requested information must be provided to earn maximum points.

« Provide financial information for all funding types in every applicable phase, and use a separate row for
each funding source.

« Totals of federal and other funds listed in Tables A, B, and C should equal the total project cost in Table
D.

« Funding commitment letters must be provided for all financial partners.

Required Match: A minimum of 13.5% match is required for both STP and CMAQ funds. Sponsors of
projects awarded funds through this competition will be required to provide information on these matching
funds at a later date.




Table A: Funding Requested from Non-Motorized Program

Federal Funding

Estimated Source
Phase Oblé%/agﬁgsg)ate (enter either §TP Fe(?:;aul)gﬁtnds
(mm/ddiyy) oy Chit/0F
choose only one)

P/E - Design $0
ROW $0
Construction 1/15/10 CMAQ $500,000
Totals: $500,000

Table B: Existing Secured Funding
Estimated
Phase Obl'é’;gﬁg:edate Source Amount
(mm/dd/yy)

P/E - Design 1/1/07 STP(E) $700,000
P/E - Design 1/1/07 Local $10,000
Construction 12/1/07 CMAQ $1,000,000
Construction 12/1/07 Local $156,000
Construction 12/31/08 CMAQ $463,654
Construction 12/31/08 Local $72,346
Construction 10/1/08 Sound Transit $400,000

Construction 1/1/09 STP(E) $2,800,000
TOTAL.: $5,602,000

*For tables B or C “obligation” may be defined as expenditure or other commitment of funds

Table C: Needed future funding (unsecured) Note: do not include the grant funds requested in Table A

Estimated
Phase Obligation™ date Source Amount
by Phase
(mm/dd/yy)
$
$
$




$

$

TOTAL: $

*For tables B or C “obligation” may be defined as expenditure or other commitment of funds

Table D: Total Project Cost (Please provide the total estimated cost and scheduled completed date for
each phase of the project.)

Total estimated Scheduled
Phase cost Phase completion date
(mm/dd/yy)
Planning: | $0 Planning: | n/a
Preliminary Preliminary
Engineering/Design: $710,000 Engineering/Design: 9/1/09
Right of Way: | $0 Right of Way: | n/a
Construction: | $5,392,000 Construction: | 12/31/10
Other (Specify) % Other (specify)
Estimated date of
Total Project Cost: | $6,102,000 completion | 12/31/10
(i.e. open for use)

E.

Identify the project phases (PE, ROW, CN, etc.) that will be fully completed if requested funding is
obtained and status of current phases (i.e. PE at 30%0):

All phases including construction will be completed if the requested funding is approved. PE is almost
100% complete and requires just putting together the final bid documents. The project is on-schedule to
be put to bid in early September of this year if the remaining $500,000 is acquired. Although the funds
from this Countywide grant will not be officially available for obligation until January, 2010, WSDOT
is evaluating whether to grant the City “advance construction” status, which would allow the project
to be bid this year with the funds officially obligated in January. No right of way needs to be acquired
as the project is entirely within existing right of way, so final right of way certification documentation
can be accomplished soon. NEPA documentation documents are nearly complete and will be
submitted for final approvals shortly. All matching funds are fully available. This project can go to
construction bids as soon as funds are available to complete the full funding needed for construction, as
this grant request will accomplish if approved.

If unable to completely fill out Table D (Total Project Cost): Use the space below to explain the nature
of any project for which the total project cost is presently unknown. For example, a project may study
the merits/costs of various routes or construction techniques and, consequently, the total project costs
won’t be determined until the study is complete.
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SECTION E: JOINT OPPORTUNITIES

Please explain how your project addresses the following:

e What other private and/or publicly funded project(s) will receive a benefit from this project? Describe
the other project(s) and its relationship to your agency’s project. Be specific. (E.g., If funds are
committed to another project, describe the commitment, including the amount. Describe any conditions
associated with the commitment, including timing. If the commitment or partnership is non-financial, so
indicate.) Inyour answer, summarize relevant letters and/or documents describing commitments and
key points. Include dates. Do not attach copies of these letters or documents.

o Will an opportunity be lost if the project does not receive funds through this project competition?
Describe and explain the consequences.

With the design, environmental and permitting stage coming to completion and funding for that work nearly
all spent, the funds that will be jeopardized if the project fails to get the final $500,000 will be the
$4,892,000 existing approved and currently available construction funds, which include: $228,346 from
the City of Issaquah CIP; $400,000 from Sound Transit and $4,263,654 of Federal funds previously
approved through both the PSRC and the State Enhancement competitive grant programs. The opportunity
to leverage all of these funds will be missed if the project is unable to go to construction due to lacking the
final $500,000 needed. With Sound Transit’s Issaquah Transit Center now operational, with additional
bus service slated to be provided through Sound Move 2 and with Issaquah called for as a High Capacity
Transit hub in Sound Move 3, an important opportunity to build a major, critical non-motorized
connection to regional transit will be missed if this project cannot move forward.

SECTION F: PLANNING

Please explain how your project addresses the following:
e Describe the planning process through which this project has been developed.

e Describe how the project is consistent with a local jurisdiction’s adopted comprehensive plan, local plan,
transit plan, etc. IMPORTANT: Provide specific citations and a copy of the appropriate pages and
include dates of adoption.

e Describe how the project is consistent with Destination 2030 (adopted May 2001). Refer to the PSRC
website (www.psrc.org) for a list of Destination 2030 policies.

This project has had a long planning history which has included, but is not limited to, public processes for
the review and hearings on 1- Issaquah’s Comprehensive Plan, 2- Issaquah’s TIP, 3- King County’s
development and designation of facilities on the regional trail system. All State and local organizations
involved with trails have been involved in the planning process and have provided letters of support for the
project, including the Cascade Bicycle Club, the Washington State Department of Transportation, and the
Mountains to Sound Greenway, among others.

Issaquah’s Comprehensive Plan includes many policies and specific references related to this project and its
important interrelationship with land use; a few of the important items include: page V2T-4, ST-4,
Pedestrian Emphasis Districts (PED’s); page V2T-5, LT-2 Bike Friendly Community; Figure 7, Non-
Motorized Corridors; and page V2T-6, which lists specific projects, including this SR900 Regional Trail
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project. Most recently adopted Amendments to the Comprehensive Plan occurred on November 3, 2008.

There are many, many Destination 2030 policies the project meets, such as those related to improving non-
motorized travel and reducing dependency on auto travel, particularly to facilitate compact centers and to
provide non-motorized access to activity areas and to transit. Examples of policies include, but are not
nearly limited to, on page Al:4 RG-1; on page Al:5, RE-7, RT-8:1 and RT8:2, and on page Al1:6, RT-
8:13.
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SECTION G: AIR QUALITY

NOTE: While project sponsors are not requested to provide detailed quantitative analyses at this time,
those projects that are selected for CMAQ funds will be asked to assist staff in quantifying the benefits of
their projects prior to TIP submittal.

Describe how your project will reduce emissions. Include discussion of the population served by the project
—who will benefit, where and over what time period. Be as specific as possible and include examples.
Answers will vary depending on the type of project, for example:

e Describe how your project will reduce VMT, either by eliminating or shortening vehicle trips;

e Describe how your project will result in a mode shift from SOVs to transit, carpool or nonmotorized,

e Describe how your project will result in an increase in transit ridership, either through new transit
service or greater accessibility to transit;

e Describe how your project will improve the flow of traffic and reduce the amount of idling vehicles
- how will this project relieve an existing problem;

e Describe how your project will reduce emissions through alternative fuels or vehicles.

This project will accomplish all of the six examples, above, except the last one regarding alternative fuels.
And there will be a compounding of benefits.

By providing a means for non-motorized travel in the center area of Issaquah, the project will facilitate the
shifting of local trips from SOV to bike and pedestrian. Since Issaquah is at the eastern edge of the
Federal Urban and the GMA boundaries, the VMT reduction can be expected to be relatively higher than
for a similar project more centrally located in the region; people encouraged to use transit to get to
Issaquah, because they have non-motorized options rather than just SOV options upon arrival, will have
eliminated a much longer (more VMT) trip than would be so for many other non-motorized projects
elsewhere.

Similarly, people who leave their auto at home because they now have the ability to access transit via a
bike or pedestrian trip, will be people who would be taking much longer (more VMT) trips on average
than would be the case for bike and pedestrian projects located more close to the center of the regional
urban area.

These improvements with access to transit will, obviously, also result in an increase of the total number
of transit ridership.

All of these benefits in reduction of SOV travel will help reduce the notorious congestion in Issaquah,
thereby, improve traffic flow and reduce emissions from idling vehicles. This is an improvement that will
occur not only on local arterials, but also on the regional arterial and freeway systems.
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ISSAGUAH ALPS TRAILS CLUB
P.O.BOX 351 « ISSAQGUAH, WA SSDERECE'VED ON

February 17, 2007 FEB 21 2007
The Honorable Mayor Ava Frisinger City of Issaquah
City of Issaquah Office of the Mayor

PO Box 1307 e ?M?gi yA

Issaquah, WA 98027
Subject: Issaquah SR 900 Regional Trail Project
Dear Honorable Mayor Frisinger:

I am writing to express the Issaquah Alps Trails Club’s strong support for the Issaquah
SR 900 Regional Trail Project. This project has been identified as a high priority
project for regional transportation planning within King County, the King County
Regional Trails Plan and Regional Trail Inventory and Implementation Guidelines. It
would significantly enhance the extraordinary regional trail network that benefits both
recreational and non-motorize commuting.

The proposed project will fill an important missing link in the Cedar River — Lake
Sammamish Regional Trail and the entire non-motorized transportation trail system. The
project will connect to various regional trails that intersect and pass through the City of
Issaquah (e.g., I-90 and East Lake Sammamish Regional Trails). This project also
provides a significant safety benefit for non-motorized modes of transportation and
recreational trail users.

In addition, with the planned completion of the Issaquah Transit Center, this project will
provide a connection to that center and help reduce fuel consumption and emissions by
providing a facility that will foster increased non-motorized transportation use.

The Issaquah Alps Trails Club is pleased to submit this letter of support for the Issaquah
SR 900 Regional Trail Project.

Sincerely,

PN <N,

Ken Konigsmark
VP, Advocacy
Issaquah Alps Trails Club

Cc:  Bob Brock, Director of Public Works Engineering
Gary Costa, Transportation Manager
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February 22, 2007

The Honorable Mayor Ava Frisinger
City of Issaquah

PO Box 1307

[ssaquah, WA 98027

Dear Honorable Mayor Frisinger:

I'am writing to express the City of Bellevue’s support for the Issaquah SR 900 Regional
Trail Project. This project has been identified as an important high priority project for
the regional transportation planning organization.

This project will provide an important missing link for non-motorized transportation that
will connect to various regional trail systems that intersect and pass through the City of

Issaquah. This project also provides a significant safety benefit for the non-motorized
modes of transportation.

In addition, with the completion of the Issaquah Transit Center, this project will provide a
connection to the center and help reduce fuel consumption and emissions by providing a
facility that will attract an increase non-motorized transportation.

We are pleased to submit this letter of support.

Sincerely,
Grant S, chlw/t
Mayor

Cc: Bob Brock, Director of Public Works Engineering
Gary Costa, Transportation Manager

City of Bellevue offices are located at 450 110th Avenue N.E.
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*Issaquah Alps” and Upper Snoqualmie River Valley Interagency Committee

c/o City of Issaquah PO Box 1307 Issaquah, WA 98027
cen ?Mg O

February 8, 2007

The Honorable Mayor Ava Frisinger
City of Issaquah

PO Box 1307

Issaquah, WA 98027

Subject: Issaquah SR 900 Regional Trail Project
Dear Honorable Mayor Frisinger:

On behalf of the “Issaquah Alps” and Upper Snoqualmie River Valley Interagency
Committee, | am writing to express our support for the Issaquah SR 900 Regional Trail
Project. This project has been identified as a high priority project for regional
transportation planning within King County.

Not only will this project provide or fill an important “missing link” in the Cedar River —
Lake Sammamish Regional Trail, it will also provide a central “hub” in the county-wide
non-motorized transportation system. The project will connect the Cedar River- Lake
Sammamish Trail to various regional trails that intersect and pass through the City of
Issaquah (e.g., I-90 and East Lake Sammamish Regional Trails). Additionally, it will
provide a significant safety benefit for non-motorized modes of transportation and
recreational trail users.

In addition, with the completion of the Issaquah Transit Center, this project will provide a
connection to the center and will help reduce fuel consumption and emissions by
providing a facility that will attract an increase in non-motorized transportation use.

We are pleased to submit this letter of support for the Issaquah SR 900 Regional Trail
Project.

Sincerely,

Margaret Macleod
Interagency Coordinator

Ccc: Bob Brock, Director of Public Works Engineering
Gary Costa, Transportation Manager

‘Issaquah Alps” and Upper Snogualmie Rjver Valley Interagency Committee:

City of Issaguah King County Division of Natural Resources & Parks ~ Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission
City of Seattle Public Utilities - Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest - Washington State Department of Natural Resources
Cedar River Watershed Snoqualmie Ranger District
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Mr. Bob Brock

Director of Public Works Engineering
City of Issaquah

PO Box 1307

Issaquah, WA 98027

January 29, 2009

GCREENWAY DearMr Brock:
ADVISDEY COUNCIL
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On behalf of the Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust, I send our strong support for
the Issaquah SR 900 Regional Trail Project. The proposed project will fill an
important missing link in the Cedar River — Lake Sammamish Regional Trail and the
entire bike/ped transportation trail system. In the future this connection will link to an
extensive east/west trail system in the Greenway.

Uﬂwﬂmlr ol Yioshington
Dick Cousey, Puget Western Inc. [retired)
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Jim DeVere
% C
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Randy “Fuzzy” Fletcher
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Phil Fordyee

Washnglon State Department of
Transportation
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The project provides a significant safety benefit for the bicyclists and walkers to get
them safely across Interstate 90. In the key wave of interest for people to get out of
their cars, safety is one of the primary concerns. People want to walk and bike to
work and town if they can do so efficiently and safely, and this trail makes huge
strides for both. It will provide a connection to the new large Issaquah Transit
Center, making for bus-bike connections. We have a cadre of young workers who
live in Seattle and work at Lake Sammamish State Park who make such a commute
daily.
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This project has been identified as an important high priority project for the regional
transportation planning organization and within King County, the King County
Regional Trails Plan and Regional Trail Inventory and Implementation Guidelines.
We thank the City of Issaquah for being a regional leader in trail connections and for
persevering to put this trail project in place. It will bring significant public benefits.
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King County
Department of Transportation RECE IVED ON

201 South Jackson Street
Seattle, WA 98104-3856

MAR 20 2007

City of Issaquah
Office of the gllayor

March 13, 2007

Ava Frisinger, Mayor
City of Issaquah

130 E. Sunset Way
Issaquah, WA 98027

Dear Mayor Frisinger:

I am pleased to send this letter in support of the City of Issaquah’s 2008 congressional
appropriation request for the city’s SR 900 Regional Trail project.

This project will complete an important missing link in a long-planned and high priority
regional trail in King County as well as a link in the State of Washington’s cross-state trail
system. In addition, completion of this link will provide a connection with the regional East
Sammamish Trail, which is under development by King County.

Regional trails provide recreational and non-motorized transportation benefits for the citizens
of our region. King County strongly supports additional funding for this critical link in our
regional trail network.

Sincerely,

w4

Harold S. Tanig
Director, Departmient of Transportation

cc: Laurie Brown, Deputy Director, Department of Transportation
Gary Costa, Transportation Manager, City of Issaquah
Robert Foxworthy, Regional Trails Coordinator, King County Department of
Natural Resources and Parks

MOBILITY FOR THE REGION
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Gary Costa, PE, PTOE
Transportation Manager
Public Works Engineering

City of Issaquah
: 1775 12th Ave NW
CREENWAY Issaquah, WA 98027
ADVISORY COUNCIL
T W Dear Mr. Costa;
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On behalf of the Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust, | send our strong support for your
effort to construct a multi-purpose trail and flyover bridge across 1-90 to conncct the Cedar
River/Lake Sammamish Trail to Lake Sammamish State Park. Tn the future this connection
will link to an extensive east/west trail system in the Greenway.

This will be an important linkage in the regional effort to get people from the growing cities
of our region out of their cars and - on foot or on bicycles - to numerous destinations. This
proposed trail will not only be a sate and separated route to the outdoor recreation
opportunitics at the State Park and the larger Greenway trail system to the mountains, it will
also safely move people to and from schools and shopping areas. As part of a growing King
County trail network, it will encourage a healthier population and less reliance on cars.
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The need for this trail has been identified in the most comprehensive local and regional trails
plans. The safety improvements it provides will significantly improve public bike and
pedestriun use by replacing a dangerous [-90 crossing among freeway on- and off-ramps.

The timing for projects like this couldn’t be better given the growing concern and dramatic
growth 1n efforts to limit use of fossil fuels. Facilities such as this trail, that serves multiple
uses from neighborhood to local 1o regional, are now seen as essential in reorienting our
transportation systems to rcduce greenhouse gases and global warming.

We thank the City of Issaquah for being a regional leader in trail connections and for
persevering to put this trail in place. It will bring significant public benefits.

Temoromics Dealopre
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Cie Elvm Damios, Werahee Nororol Forea

Yours truly,
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Nancy Keith
Executive Director

Leon Kos, City Manager
Margaret McLcod, Interagency Coordinator
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