
In the early twentieth century the homestead farms gave way to market garden 
farming. Local farmers produced fruits and vegetables for markets in Seattle. 
Giovanni Gaviglio was a typical South Park farmer. He drove his wife to the Pike 
Place Market every day to run the family’s produce booth. His son Albert 
acquired his own stall at the market, where he put in 15-hour days, six days a 
week, working for Guiseppe Desimone, an influential South Park truck farmer 
and Pike Place merchant. Desimone began acquiring property at Pike Place, and 
by 1941 he owned the Pike Market Company. In addition to selling their crops at 
the market, farmers also held contracts with wholesale houses or canneries, and 
some peddled their produce from house to house (Reinartz 1991:215-221).  

 


