SOUTH PARK BRIDGE REPLACEMENT
INTERPRETIVE SIGN CONCEPTS

Interpretive Signs

Bridge Construction

Natural Environment

Cultural Heritage

Themes

* Bridge History

¢ Bridge Designs; Wooden Swing Gate, Bascule

e History of this link / crossing to the communities in terms
of Transportation and Industry

* River / Watershed
e Plants / Wildlife

¢ Native American History; Duwamish Tribe
e Manufacturing and Industrial History

¢ Remnants of Man-made Features (salvaged
historical bricks and bridge components)

Information

¢ Descriptions of previous bridge construction; how gears
operated (reference Gear Box Display)

¢ The significance of this type of design during that time
and why it is an important part of history

* Practicality of route and significance for farming /
industrial development

* Raingarden Design and Function: runoff colllection from the
bridge and roadway, and distribution into the constructed
raingarden. The water percolates into the soil slowly and
plants help to filter out pollutants. Eventually, the water is
returned to the river cooler and cleaner.

¢ Practical ways to implement raingardens at home.

e Historically, the natural environment provided ample means
for fishing, farming, and gathering plants and berries.

¢ Dredging and realignment of the channel provided better
opportunities for manufacturing and industrial purposes.

e River navigation by canoe.

¢ Impact of Boeing Airplane Company on the area

¢ Impact of pollution and degradation and the efforts
to reclaim and restore the area; what, when and how.

Additional Resources /
Opportunities to Learn
More

e King County Archives

e MOHAI

¢ WA State Department of Archaeology and Historic
Preservation

¢ U.S. Army Corp of Engineers
e Seattle Garden Club
¢ Department of Ecology

¢ The Friends of the Duwamish
¢ Highline Historical Society
e HistoryLink.org
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