
KCE sets a course for next 5 years
With more than five years of successful vote-
by-mail experience, King County Elections 
(KCE) continues to innovate, identify and 
implement efficiencies and successfully 
administer elections in the country’s largest 
vote-by-mail county. At the same time, the 
department serves a county facing many 
challenges and opportunities, including 
growing demands for services in more 
languages and on-line. To ensure that King 
County Elections continues to address the 
needs of the citizens we serve, given the 
dynamic environment we operate within, 
KCE recently developed a five-year strategic 
plan that functions in consort with the King 
County strategic plan.
The Elections Strategic Plan is available online.

Ready for the primary election?
Summer is nearly upon us. In between vacation, yard work or 
whatever your plans, be sure you’re ready for the August 5 
Primary Election. For a comprehensive list of online resources 
and “how-to’s,” see the next page.
First, check your voter registration status. If you’ve moved, 
remember to update your address with King County Elections 
to ensure you’ll receive a ballot in July. Signatures often change 
over time, so update that as well. 
If you know anyone who is new to the state, or recently turned 
18 and hasn’t yet registered to vote, encourage them to register 
today. Online registration is easy. Or print a voter registration 
form from our website and mail it back.
Then watch your mailbox come mid-July, when all registered 
voters will receive their ballots. If you don’t receive one by July 

23 or so, call us right away at 206-296-VOTE. 
If you plan an extended vacation this summer, plan ahead to make sure you can 
vote. Contact King County Elections at 206-296-VOTE and request your ballot 
be mailed to your temporary destination.
When your ballot arrives, read and follow the instructions, use a black ink 
pen, sign the return envelope and get your ballot back early. Ballots must be 
postmarked by Aug. 5 or returned to a drop box by 8 p.m. Aug. 5.
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KCE staff help citizens register to vote at an 
event this spring sponsored by the city SeaTac.
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http://your.kingcounty.gov/elections/docs/pdfs/2014/strategic-plan.pdf
http://kingcounty.gov/elections/register.aspx
http://www.kingcounty.gov/elections
http://www.kingcounty.gov/elections/aboutus/directorbio.aspx
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Online services make it easy
Citizens who want to register to vote, update their voter registration, get a replacement ballot or receive a ballot 
when overseas can do all that and more online. During an election you also can track your ballot, download an 
“I voted” badge to use on in your social media, and check how many people in your city or district have voted. 
Look for more online services in the future. 

Register to vote
Registering to vote is easy online. You can register 24 hours a day from the 
comfort of your own home. You will need a current Washington State driver 
license or ID card.
Citizens can also register to vote when they get a driver license. Then the 
Department of Motor Vehicles sends information electronically to King County 
Elections. If you don’t have a driver license or state ID, you can still register by 
mail or in person.
Check and update your voter registration
Keeping your address current is important so that you receive your ballot 

in the mail. If you move within the county or Washington state, you can update your address online. You can 
update your signature online by linking it to your driver’s license, by mail or in 
person.
Online ballot marking program
Originally designed for overseas and service voters, the online ballot marking 
program allows voters to access a ballot online, mark it, and print it for return 
to elections by e-mail, fax or U.S. mail. Voters with last-minute issues can use 
the system if it’s too late for us to send them a replacement ballot in the mail, for 
example.
Track your ballot
Check to see if we’ve mailed you a ballot. Find out if we’ve received and processed your ballot. It’s easy using 
“Ballot tracker.” Keep in mind that it takes a few days once we receive your ballot for it to register in the ballot 
tracker system. Just check back periodically. 
Take a tour
The public is welcome to visit in person to see King County Elections in action. It’s even possible to take a virtual 
tour of King County Elections headquarters! We have a nine-minute video that takes viewers through each step of 
ballot processing

Mobile optimized web site
With such a technology-driven population, King County offers a mobile-friendly 
website for election results, ballot drop box locations and more. 
Learn more about voting and spread the word!
For future voters (including kids and youth) and 
others new to elections, check out some quizzes 
on our Voting and Elections 101 page. Test 
your election I.Q. We also offer resources for 
teachers. 
Encourage your friends to get their ballots 
back by posting an “I voted!” badge on your 

Facebook page or Twitter feed. We’ve also got “informed voter” and “future 
voter” icons.
How many people voted in your district?
Each election KCE posts ballot return statistics on the “current election” page. 
Find out how many ballots have been returned, verified and processed.

http://kingcounty.gov/elections/sos/myvote
http://kingcounty.gov/elections/sos/myvote
http://www.kingcounty.gov/elections/register/signature.aspx
https://info.kingcounty.gov/elections/ballottracker.aspx
http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DoR8ZRqCmnec%26feature%3Dplayer_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DoR8ZRqCmnec%26feature%3Dplayer_embedded
https://electionsdata.kingcounty.gov/
http://www.kingcounty.gov/elections/referenceresources/voting101.aspx


2014
Important
Upcoming
Dates

July 7
Deadline for mail 
and online voter 
registration updates

July 28
Deadline for in-
person registration

Aug. 5
Primary Election

Nov. 4
General Election

Outreach organization profile: Kelly Powers
King County Elections works with many not-for-profit 
organizations that provide voter education and outreach 
to help citizens participate in the democratic process. 
Elections will periodically profile an organization, 
starting here with the League of Women Voters of 
Washington. KCE interviewed Kelly Powers, Executive 
Administrator of the League.  The League’s motto is 
“Empowering all Washingtonians to engage in a more 
responsible & responsive democracy.”  

Can you describe your job and how it fits 
into your organization’s vision?

The League believes that democratic government depends 
on informed and active participation of its citizens. The act 
of voting – of informed voting – is a major component of a 
healthy democracy. Another is open communication with elected officials. 
My job is to support the organization in carrying out our mission to provide voters 
with the information, resources and tools to actively participate in our democracy. 
In recognition that democracy is not a spectator sport, we focus on civic education, 
engagement and empowerment. 
The League’s Voters Services work is dedicated to strengthening the public’s knowledge 
of government in Washington State.  We sponsor and support nonpartisan educational 
projects that help people better understand major public policy issues and become active 
and informed participants in their communities and in their government.

How did you first get involved in doing voter outreach work?

The League was founded after a 50 year struggle to gain the right to vote for American 
women. And that’s just one of many struggles to get the right to vote in the U.S. since its 
founding. Right now, people around the world are fighting for their right to vote and yet 
the voter turnout in the U.S. is shockingly low. I decided to learn more about why people 
don’t vote so that we can figure out effective ways to get people to vote in every election. 
We want voting to be infectious and a lifelong habit.

Tell me about people you have met doing voter outreach.

I love working with the student leadership team at the North Seattle Community College.  
They’re on the ball, smart young people fired up to make a difference! It has been truly 
inspiring to assist these students from all walks of life in getting their fellow community 

college students registered to 
vote and giving them Voter 
Power Tools like the phone 
number for King County Elections 
and Vote411, a nonpartisan 
online guide to every candidate 
race and issue on the ballot in 
Washington state.

KCE Facebook page 

KCE on Twitter

King County Elections Web site

Connect with Elections online

Kelly Powers, Executive 
Administrator, League of Women 
Voters of Washington

www.facebook.com/kingcountyelections
www.twitter.com/kcelections
http://www.kingcounty.gov/elections.aspx

