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With 262 candidates running for offi ce, the 2012 primary and general elections 
are just around the corner. Be sure you’re ready to vote this summer and fall, by 
getting registered or making sure your voter registration is up-to-date.
This year’s general election 
will be Washington 
State’s fi rst all-mail ballot 
presidential election. In 
addition, redistricting 
prompted many changes 
for voters. Here are some 
of the ways the Elections 
Department is gearing up so 
you can get ready to vote: 
New voter registration 

cards (VRCs). The county 
mailed new voter registration cards to all registered voters in late May. The 
cards identify each voter’s precinct and congressional, legislative and county 
council districts, many of which have changed due to recent redistricting. Every 
ten years after the federal government conducts the U.S. Census, states must 
review voting districts. Redistricting changed voting districts for 600,000 of 
the county’s 1.1 million voters. If you haven’t received your new card, please 
contact us. And if you’ve moved or changed your name, you can simply 
reregister to vote.

Vietnamese translation. Now that the U.S. Census results require 
translation of voting materials into Vietnamese, King County 
provides voting materials in both Chinese and Vietnamese.
Accessible Voting Centers (AVC). The Renton Elections 
headquarters will offer a larger accessible voting center 
this fall, to help alleviate anticipated long lines during the 
presidential election. A renovation will provide a public check-
in counter for voter registration and the AVC, and an enhanced 
space for voting on touchscreen accessible voting units (AVUs). 
We’re also adding two new AVCs, for a total of fi ve this year. 
The new AVCs will be at North Seattle Community College and 
Green River Community College in Auburn.
AVCs are designed for voters who may need assistance casting 

their ballot privately and independently. Voters who have last-minute voting 
problems such as a lost or damaged ballot also may fi nd help at an AVC. 
Voters can return completed ballots at all AVC locations. 

Are you ready to vote in the August primary election? 
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Ballot drop-off locations (BDOLs). For the fi rst time, the 
county will use ballot drop-off vans as temporary drop-off 
locations for the primary and general elections. A staffed 
van will be at each of three locations from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. the Friday, Saturday and Monday before each 
Election Day, and from 7 a.m. until 8 p.m. on Election 
Days. The locations include Kirkland City Hall, West Seattle 
Stadium and the University of Washington. We’ll have a 
new permanent ballot drop box at Burien City Hall for 15 
total BDOLs, including the three vans.

The county also updated the signage on ballot drop boxes to meet federal language 
translation requirements to include Vietnamese.
Voter education and outreach. We’re working with the Win/Win Network, an umbrella 
group of non-profi t organizations, to register new voters and boost participation in the 
elections process. We’re providing them with training, materials, and resources to work 
within their own communities. While voter education continues through schools, community 
colleges and large public events, this new outreach aims to increase registration and 
participation in 
underrepresented 
communities. 
Elections staff also has 
designed new posters 
to inform voters how 
to avoid the long lines 
anticipated this fall. 
The posters give voter 
tips and information on 
how to register to vote. 
Elections will distribute 
the posters through 
service organizations 
and others who conduct 
voter registration drives. 
The 11 x 17 posters 
are available by calling 
206-296-1540.
Efficiency measures. King County Elections staff regularly reviews total agency 
performance after each election. Staff also studies election processes and looks for 
opportunities that technology or new legislation may provide to improve effi ciency. Through 
continuous quality improvement exercises, the department recently discovered ways to 
maintain ballot processing quality while cutting steps and the time to process each batch of 
ballots. As a result, we hope to reduce the time it takes to process ballots by 30 percent.
We’re also hiring fewer staff. In every large election, the department hires several hundred 
temporary workers to help open and process ballots. In the 2008 general election, the 
last presidential election, more than 5,000 temporary staff, including poll workers, were 
needed. The transition to all-mail voting, the use of new technology, and ongoing process 
improvements has decreased the need for so many workers. This year, the department will 
use only about 300 temporaries. This will reduce costs about $700,000 or 28 percent 
compared with the last presidential election. 
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County wraps up two special elections this spring
King County Elections certifi ed the results of the April 2012 
special election on April 27, making this the eleventh consecutive 
election without any discrepancies. Voter turnout met the 34 
percent projection, with 80,443 voters casting ballots. Voters in 
three school districts (Issaquah, Mercer Island and Renton), the 
City of Enumclaw, the Auburn Transportation Benefi t District and 
South King Fire and Rescue participated in the Special Election.
King County Elections certifi ed the results of the February 2012 
special election on February 28. Voters in fi ve school districts and 
one fi re protection district participated. Voters returned 60,880 of 
the 189,573 ballots sent to them for a turnout of 32 percent.

Both elections proceeded smoothly. Elections exceeded Six Sigma quality standards, 
with zero discrepancies between the number of ballots received and the number of 
ballots tabulated.

Election workers open ballots for the April 17 
special election.

New “Find your district” application debuts on the web
Redistricting resulted in boundary changes in 267 precincts and the move of 1,394 

precincts entirely from one district to another. To help voters make sense of it all 
and to prepare for the upcoming elections, King County launched a new “Find 

your district” application at http://kingcounty.gov/elections/mydistrictmap
The feature quickly shows voters their precinct and county, legislative, and 

congressional districts on a map. The maps show the new boundaries that 
resulted from the redistricting based on the 2010 Census. 

Did you know? It’s all in the name in unincorporated areas
Precincts in incorporated areas follow a naming convention, with the fi rst three 

letters abbreviating the city, followed by the legislative district and the precinct 
code (for example, SEA 11-3580). Precincts in unincorporated areas have names. Most 
are named after geographic features or nearby landmarks. Some demonstrate staff’s 
creativity. One new precinct name, Kate, based on the Dutchess of Cambridge, fi t well 
with the “royalty theme” of nearby precincts (Windsor and Duchess). “Bing,” another new 
precinct name this year, was named for what had been a nearby cherry orchard, not the 
Internet search engine.
With unincorporated areas shrinking due to annexations, the county has fewer precinct 
names and more numbers.

 February April

Number of participating districts 6 6
Ballots issued 189,573 239,254
Ballots counted 60,880 80,443
Turnout  38% 34%
Calls to voter hotline 961 1,220
Ballots returned at drop boxes 6,036 6,373

2012 Special elections by the numbers



• In King County, all registered voters receive 
their ballot by mail. Have you registered to 
vote? It’s time to get ready.

• If you’re already registered, make sure your 
address is current with King County Elections. 
It’s easy to check at http://kingcounty.gov/
elections/mydistrictmap

• Use a black ink pen to fi ll out your ballot 
to ensure that the equipment can properly 
“read” the ballot.

• Place the completed ballot in the security 
envelope. Then put the security envelope into 
the return envelope.

• Be sure to sign the voter declaration on the 
back of the return envelope and use your 
standard signature. We use your signature 
to verify your vote. It must match the voter 
registration signature we have on fi le.

• If your signature has changed, contact us to update it well before the next 
election to prevent delay in the processing of your ballot.

• Return your ballot early. Ballots must be postmarked on or before election 
day or returned at one of King County’s offi cial ballot drop boxes. 

2012

Important

Upcoming

Dates

July 9
Deadline to register to vote    
in primary election by mail 
or online 

July 18
The county will mail voters’ 
pamphlets and ballots

July 30
In-person deadline to 
register to vote in primary 
election

August 7
Primary election day

Blog: www.kingcountynews.wordpress.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/kingcountyelections 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/kcelections

Website: www.kingcounty.gov/elections

Stay Current with Election News

Contact King County Elections
In person and by mail:

919 S.W. Grady Way

Renton, WA 98057-2906

Phone: 206-296-VOTE (8683), TTY Relay: 711

E-mail: elections@kingcounty.gov

Ready, set, vote!


