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Garden of 
Eden





“Never have I seen a finer forest ceiling or a more picturesque 
one… The mass of the underbrush of the woods is made up in 
great part of these berry-bearing bushes, together with 
white-flowered spiraea twenty feet high, hazel, dogwood, wild 
rose, honeysuckle and [snowberry], etc.”

- John Muir





“This land cannot be surpassed, in any country, for grazing and 
agricultural purposes… I suppose a more desirable body of land 
cannot be found in the territory, possessing as it does all the 
advantages requisite for a flourishing farming district, with, I 
should think, ten thousand acres of first rate arable land, with 
quite a variety of timber, and water power sufficient for all 
milling purposes…” - Samuel Hancock





Native Pollinators

Insects - flies, bees, wasps, beetles, ants, butterflies

Hummingbirds

Nels Rasmussen, DC

Brian Berggren



Knotweed Introduction

Arriving in the United 
States in the late 19th 
century as an ornamental 
species and used for erosion 
control, Knotweed is 
thought to have made its 
way to Washington in the  
1930s. 

Mary River Watershed Council



European 
Honey Bee

Apis mellifera

“Here in the northwest we have three main [nectar] flows; 

one in May when the maple trees  are blooming, a second in 
June/July when blackberries are blooming, and a final one in 
late August when knotweed is blooming.” 

- Puget Sound BeeKeepers Association

Photograph by Ashley N. Mortensen, Entomology and Nematology Department, University of Florida.



Native Northwest Bees

Bumblebees
Bombus

Yellow-faced bumble bee, Bombus vosnesenskii. (Photo by 
Kevin Cole/Wikimedia Commons)

Blue orchard mason, Osmia lignaria. ((c) 2011 
Derrick Ditchburn/www.discoverlife.org)

Mason Bees
Osmia

Bumblebees
Bombus

Sweat bees
Lasioglossum and Halictus

Mining bees
Andrena

Leafcutter bees
Megachile

Sweat bee, Halictus tripartitus ((c) John 
Ascher 2006/www.discoverlife.org)

Snowy adrena, Andrena nivalis. ((c) Michael Veit 
2010/www.discoverlife.org)

Male western leafcutter bee, Megachile perihirta ((c) Celeste 
Ets-Hokin 2013/www.discoverlife.org)

Cuckoo bees
Sphecodes, Nomada, Tripeolus, and 
Coelioxys

Concave cuckoo bee, Triepeolus concavus, on a blanketflower. (Photo 
by Kathy Keatley Garvey/UC Davis Bug Squad Blog)
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Specialist vs. generalists

Oligolege - Specialist bees such as Adrena 
astragali  collect pollen from a specific 
plant or genus, in this case Death Camas.

Polylectic species, such as Bumblebees, 
collect pollen from a wide variety of 
species.

©2014 Kwiaht



‘Desirable’ Traits

● Edible Shoots
● Ornamental value
● Extensive root systems 

3.Foragers

Pierce Conservation District



AlterNative Plants



Edible Shoots

Alex Harwell

Alex Harwell Alex Harwell

The Northwest Forager



Indian Plum
c ̓əx ̌ʷədəc
Oemleria cerasiformis

Alex Harwell

Elder
sc ̓abtəc

Sambucus racemosa
Sambucus cerulea

Pacific Ninebark
Physocarpus capitatus

EMSWCD



Salmonberry
stəgʷədəc

Rubus spectabilis 

Brian Berggren

Oceanspray
qacagʷəc
Holodiscus discolor

http://www.nwplants.com 

http://www.nwplants.com/
http://www.nwplants.com/
http://www.nwplants.com/


Yarrow
s ̌is ̌əlc ̓ac

Achillea millefolium

Salal
t ̓aqaʔəc

Gaultheria shallon

© 2004, Heidi Bohan

© Starflower Foundation

Douglas Spirea
Spirea douglasii

BCWild



Devil’s Club

sx ̌ədiʔac
Oplopanax horridus



Reality of Knotweed Existence in the Pacific 
Northwest is that it reduces biodiversity 

through outcompeting native plants. 

Farming in the Snoqualmie ValleyCredit: Wayne Parker/Courtesy of Local Roots



References

● Sardinas, Hillary. Getting to Know Our Northwest Native Bees”. Washington Park Arboretum Bulletin. 2016. 
https://www.arboretumfoundation.org/about-us/publications/bulletin/bulletin-archive/pacific-northwest-bees/ 

● Puget Sound Beekeepers Association. “Bee Friendly Gardening”. http://www.pugetsoundbees.org/bee-friendly-gardening/
● Bee on death camas. Iceberg Point. https://www.kwiaht.org/index.htm 
● http://www.piercecountycd.org/181/Knotweed-Control-Program 
● 3.Foragers. http://the3foragers.blogspot.com/2015/04/japanese-knotweed-for-eating-and-playing.html 
● Bee on camas. http://blog.oregonlive.com/my-oregon-city/2016/06/plan_and_plant_the_best_pollin.html 
● Mary River Watershed Council. https://www.mrwc.org/projects/japanese-knotweed-control/ 
● http://www.discoverdarringtonwildflowers.com/galleries/wildflower-partners
● http://crosscut.com/2015/07/drought-comes-to-snoqualmie-valley-farms/
● Pacific ninebark. https://www.wnps.org/landscaping/documents/Ninebark.pdf
● Archive Photos Snoqualmie Valley Historical Society

https://www.arboretumfoundation.org/about-us/publications/bulletin/bulletin-archive/pacific-northwest-bees/
https://www.arboretumfoundation.org/about-us/publications/bulletin/bulletin-archive/pacific-northwest-bees/
http://www.pugetsoundbees.org/bee-friendly-gardening/
https://www.kwiaht.org/index.htm
http://www.piercecountycd.org/181/Knotweed-Control-Program
http://www.piercecountycd.org/181/Knotweed-Control-Program
http://the3foragers.blogspot.com/2015/04/japanese-knotweed-for-eating-and-playing.html
http://blog.oregonlive.com/my-oregon-city/2016/06/plan_and_plant_the_best_pollin.html
https://www.mrwc.org/projects/japanese-knotweed-control/
http://www.discoverdarringtonwildflowers.com/galleries/wildflower-partners
http://www.discoverdarringtonwildflowers.com/galleries/wildflower-partners
http://crosscut.com/2015/07/drought-comes-to-snoqualmie-valley-farms/
http://crosscut.com/2015/07/drought-comes-to-snoqualmie-valley-farms/
https://www.wnps.org/landscaping/documents/Ninebark.pdf

